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MEMOIR. 



BT WILLIAM NOBTH. 



William Bxckfobb, the author of the following 
celebinted Eastem tale, waa bom in 1760, and 
died in the spring of 1844, at the advanced 
age of eighty-four yean. It is to be regretted, 
that a man of so remarkable a character, did not 
leave the world some record of a lafo offering 
points of interest different from that of any of his 
contemporaries, from the peculiarly studious re- 
tirement and eccentric ayocations in which it was 
chiefly passed. Such a memoir would have formed 
a curious contrast with that of the late M. de Cha- 
teaubriand, who, bom nearly at the same period* 
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outlived but by a few years, the strange Englishman, 
whose famous romance forms a brilliant ornament to 
French literature, which even Atala is imlikely to 
outliye in the memory of Chateaubriand's country- 
men. All men of genius should write autobiogra- 
phies. Such works are inestimable lessons to pos- 
terity. As it is, there are few men, of whom it is 
more difficult to compose an elaborate and detailed 
history than the author of ** Yathek." From such 
scanty sources as are open to us, the reader must 
qe content with a few striking facts and illustra- 
tionSy which may serve to convey some idea of the 
idiosyncrasy of a man, whose whole Ufe was a sort 
of mystery, even to his personal acquaintances. 

His great-great-grandfather was lieutenant-gov- 
ernor and commander of the forces in Jamaica ; and 
his grandfeither president of the council in the 
same island. His father, though not a merchant, 
as has been represented, but a large landed pro- 
Drietor, both in England and the West Indies, was 
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lord nuyor of London, and diBtinguulicd himself in 
presenting anaddress to the king, George thelhird,— 
by a spirited retort to his majesty, — ^who had the ill- 
breeding to treat discourteously a deputation vhich 
the lord mayor headed. The portraits of Alderman 
Beddbrd, and his more celebrated son, were painted 
by Sir Joshua Beynolds. The former died in 1770, 
leaving the subject of this memoir the wealthiest 
commoner in England* 

No pains were spared on the education of the 
young CrsBsus — the lords Chatham and Camden 
being consulted by his father on that subject. 
Besides Latin and Greek, he spoke five modern 
languages, and wrote three with facility and 
elegance. He read Fexsian and Arabic, designed 
with great skill, and studied the science of music 
under the great Mozart. 

At the age of eighteen he visited Paris, and was 
introduced to Voltaire. " On taking leave of me," 
said Beckford, ** he placed his hand on my head. 
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saying, ' lliere, young Englishman, I give you the 
blessmg of a yery old man.' Yoltare was a mere 
skeleton — a bony anatomy. His countenance I shaA 
never forget." 

His first literary production, « Memoirs of Extraor- 
dinary Painters," iras 'written at the early age of 
seventeen. It would appear, that the old housekeeper 
at Fonihill, was in the habit of edifying visitors to its 
picture gallery by a description of the paintings, 
mainiy derived from her own fertile imagination. 
This suggested to our autiior, the himM»ous idea 
of composing a catalogue of suppositious paintns 
with histories of eadi, equally ikaeiftil and gro- 
tesque. Henceforward, the old housekeeper had a 
printed guide (or rather, mis-guider) to go by, imd 
could discourse at large on the merits of Og of 
Bashan! Watershmchy of Amsterdam! and Heiv 
Suerewasser of Yiemia! their wives and styks! 
As for the country squires, etc., ** they/' Bec&ford 
tells us, '* took aU for gospel." 
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. « Vathek/'—the superb ** Vathek/* which Lord 

]^pn fio much admired, and on which he so fre- 

^enHy complimented the author, — '^Yathek/' the 

finest of Oriental romances, as ** LaUah Bookh " 

is the first, of Oriental poems, by the pen of a 

"Pnpk," was written and published bc^zje ow 

tuthor had eompleted his twentieth year, it having 

be&i composed at a sm^h Mvttimg 1 Yes, itis three 

days and two nights did the indefatigable author 

peiveyere in his task. He completed it, and a 

serious illness was the result. What other literary 

man erer equalled this leat of rapidity and genius } 

" Yathek" was originally written in French, of 

wMeh its style is a model. The translation which 

Ibllows, ia not by the author himself, though he 

^pressed pcxfeet satisiSAction with it. It was orl- 

giimlly published in 1?86. For spl^adour of descrip* 

tioii| exqiusite humour, and 8iQ»ematural interest 

and grandeur, it stands without a xiyal in romancer 
In as thoroughly Oriental keying, Hope's ** An- 
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Ikstasius, or Memoirs of a Modem Greek/' which 
Beckford himself highly admired, can alone be com- 
t>ared ^th it. 

Much of the description of TatheVs palace, and 
even the renovmed " Hall of Eblis," was afterwards 
visibly embodied in the real Fonthill Abbey, of 
vrhich wonders, almost as fabiilous, were at one 
thne reported and believed. 

PonthiU Abbey, which had been destroyed by 
ftre, and re*btiilt dilring the life-time of the 
dder Becklbrd, was on account of its bad site 
demolished, and again re-built under the super- 
intendence of our author himself, assisted by James 
Wyatt, Esq., the architect, with a magnificence that 
excited the greatest attention and wonder at the 
tune. The total outlay of building Fonthill, in- 
cluding furniture, articles of virtu, etc., must have 
been enormous, not much within the millidn, as 
estimated by the "Times." A writer in the 
<* Athenaeum" mentions £400,000 as the sum. 
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BeeUM iafonaed Mr* Cyrus Redding, tiiat the 
«xact cogt of building FcpithiU was £273,000. 

Tiie distinguisfaing arthitectuial peculiarity of 
Fontiull AJtibey, wM.a hn&j tower, 2^ feet in 
height. This tower yns proioijiently shadowed 
fcH*th in ** Yathek* " aAd shows how strong a 
hold the idea had upon his mind. Sueh was his 
impatience to see FontiiLm completed* that he 
had the wco-ks eontinued by toreh^ight* with 
relayti of woiiEikien. During the progress of the 
building, the tower caught fire, and was partly de- 
stroyed. The owner, howeyer, was present, and 
enjoyed the magnificftnt buzniag spectaele« It was 
soon restored; but a tadieal fault in laying the 
foundation, caused it eYentually to faU down, and 
leave FonihiQI a ruin in the life-time of its founder. 

Not so much his eis^traragant mode of life, whidx 
^^e caanmonnatu>n« as the loss of two large estates 
in a law suit (the value of which may be inferred 
from the faet, that fifteen humhed tlaves were upan 



them) induced our author to quit Foathill, and offer 
it and its contents for pubMc sale. There 'was a 
general desire to see the laterior of the palae^ in 
-which its lord had Hred in a luxurious seelu8lon« so 
little admired by the curious oi the fashioBlrtile 
world. «* He is fortttnate," says the " TSmes " of 
1822j *< -who finds a vacant chaa within twenty 
miles of Fonthm; the solitude of a pdrvtt apail- 
ment is a htzury which few can hope for/* .... 
** Falstaff himself coidd not iake kii ea$e at Ihis 
moment within a dosea leagues of- FoiithilL"'. . . . 
*' The beds throuf^the eouifty are- (Uterally) ^Bkug 
double duty-— people who come in from a distance 
during the n%ht must wait to go to bed until otiban 
get up in the morning." ....<* Not a farm-house, 
however humble, — not a cottage near Fouthlfi, bat 
gives shelter to fiidiion, to beauty, and rank ; oslrich 
plumes, which, by thdr very waving, we can triiee 
back to Piccadilly, are seen nodding at a casement 
window over a depojpulated poultry-yard. ' - 



ThA eoitly treMiur«r of art and Tistu» u well m 
tl^ luxnitttTe of the rich maaeioii* were scattered &r 
and wida; 9aA one of its taMea aerred the miter oi 
thia memoir to ambhle upon« i^en first stevniieces- 
nl^ff or yet sterner ambitioni urged him to add hia 
BdtetotheBabdtowearoflitenitiiie. AtthattaUel 
fimt read '* Yaihek." I haye read it often sinee, 
and every perusal haa inereaaed my admiration. 

Nearly fifty years alter the pttblication of 
« Vatheh»" in 183d, Mr. Beokfiord published his 
** HecoUections of an BsMursion to the Monas- 
teries Qi Aleobaea a«d Batalha»" which he had 
taken in 1795, together with an epistoUtory 
leeard of his obeeryatums in Italy, Spain and 
Portugal, between the years 1780 and 1794. These 
are marked, aa he himaelf intimates, *' with the 
bloom and heyday of youthful spirits and youthful 
confidence, at a period when the older order of 
thiaga existed with all its picturesque pomps and 
absurdities; when Yeniee enjoyed her Fiombi and 
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tub-marine dangeons; Franee her Bsstile; the 
Peninsttla her Holy Inquisition." With none of 
those subjects, howeirer) ate the letten occupied-— 
but with delineations of landseape, and the effects of 
natural phenomena.' These literarf efforts appear 
to h»?e exhausted their aulhor's produetiye powers ; 
in a word, he seems soon to have been *' used-iq>, " 
and then to have diseontlaued his search itflber new 
sensations, or to have beeb content to live without 
them. 

After the sale of FoathUl, our author lived a con- 
siderable tune in -Portugal, and henee Lord Byron, 
who was fond of easting the shadow of his own 
imagination orer every obfecft, penned tiie wcll- 
hnown lines at €intra : 

" There thoo, too, Yathek, England's wealthiest son, 
Once fonned thy paradise ; as not aware 
W)ieio witatqa iroidth her mightiest dee^p hath 4pae* 

M^k peace, voluptuous lures, was ever wont to shun. 

Here didst thou dwell ; here scenes of pleasure plan, 
Beoiatii yon knttoatate** ever teantsoiiftlRtMr ; 



MSMOIB. si 

B!iiBmr» ae if a ttdst qnUMt bf auw. 
Thy fairy dwelling is as lane as thoa! 
Here giant weeds a passage scarce allow 
To halls deaorted; portals gaping wide 
Fresh lessons to the thinking bosom ; how 
Vain are tiie pleaaainiToes on earth snpi^ed, 
Sveipt Into wwka apon by time** wfvntle tiida.*' 

Th689 tonibro T0!ni68 ooBtMurt ttnnfjfA^ witii 
Beckford'B saying to Mr. Cynis Reddiiig, in liis 
serenty-sixth year, ** that he had neyer felt a 
moments' ernixti in his ^ite" 

Becklbrd was in person scarcely above the middle 
height, slender, and well formed, with features in* 
dicating great uiteBectoal power. He was «xacfly 
one year yonnger than Pitt, the compsfluon of his 
minority. BB» political piine^les were pc^ular, 
though it is recorded, that at a court ball on the 
Queen's Urth-day, in 1782, he, with MiM North, 
led up a country dance. He sat in parliament, in 
his early yeaitt, both fw Wells and Hendon, but 
retired on account of bad health. This, however, 
he oTcrcame^by earsM diet and exercise, as tcstihod 



XU MEMOIRi 

by his great bodily actiTity almost to the last. H» 
was a man oC most eztensiTe reading, and cultiTiled 
taste. 

The last years of bis li& were passed at Batl^- 
where he united two houses in Lansdcvwn Orescent - 
by an arch thrown across the strret» and contaiBlag 
his libraiy, which was well selected, ^nd Tevy ex* 
tenslye. Not hx oSE, he again erected a tower, 139 
feet high, of which the IbUowIng desciiption w«s 
given at the ^me of bis decease, by t^ oorresfiondsnt 
of the Atheoffium :-r« 

'* lifr. Beckford, at an eairly pearied-of his residence 
there, erected a lofifcy tower, in the apartmmts of 
which were pieced many of his choieest patntiogB 
and artides of virtu. Asiatic - in its style, with 
gilded lattices and blinds, or curtains, of crims<n 
cloth, its striped ceilings, its minaret, and other 
accessories, conveyed the idea that the being who 
designed the place and endeavomed to cany oat the 
plan, was deeply embaed with the spirit of tlMhtr 
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lodtaly fftnimu and ttiict solitanneu which ohtaim 
thMugh aU oovntriM and vmm% aU people of the 
Eaat. The buildiiig was aaxrovnded by a high wall^ 
and entrance aflbrded to the garden in which the 
tower stood, by a door of small dimensions. The 
garden itself was Eastern in its character. Though 
comparatively circnmscribed in its size, nerertheless 
were to be Ibtind within it, solitary walks and deep 
retlrfng shades, such as could be si^posed Yathek^ 
the moumftil and the magnificent, loved, and from 
the bowers of which might be expected would sud- 
denly !U1 upon the ear, soands of the cymbal and 
the (ihdehner. The building contained several apart- 
ments crowded with the finest paintings. Atthetimf 
I made my inspection the walls were crowded with 
the choicest productions of the easel. The memory 
fans back upon ineffiicable impressions of Old 
lYanks, Breughel, Cuyp, Titian, (a Holy Family) 
Hondekooter, Polemberg, and a host of othef 
pimters idiose works have imortalised Art. Om»> 
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ments of the mott exquMite gold fillagroD, earrings 
in ivory and wood, Bapfaaeloiquo china, goblets 
formed of gems, others ^Rshioned by the msracolous 
hands of Benvenuto Cellini, filled the many cabinets 
and r^ehereht recepticles created for such things. 
The ddors of the rooms were of finely polished 
wood^-the windows of single sweeps of plate glass — 
the cornices of gUded silver ; every part, both within 
and without, bespeaking the wealth, the magnifi- 
cence, and the taste of him who had built this 
temple in dedication te grandeur, solitariness, and 
the arts." 

From the summit of this tower, Mr. Beckford, — 
and he alone without a telescope,^-could behold 
that other tower of his youthful magnificence, 
FonthiU ; on which he loved to g^e, with feelings 
which it would be difficult to describe. His eye- 
sight was wonderful ; he could gaze upon the sun 
like an eagle ; and on the day that the great tower 
at FonthiU fell he missed it in the landscape 
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long before the news of the catastrophe reached 
Bath. 

In conclusion, we have only to add, that our 
author, in his life-time, had all that wealth can 
give, and in his graye his memory will retain that 
which no wealth can purchase. Whatever may 
have been his errors, they have died with him. His 
genius yet lives, and "Vathek," now for the first 
time presented to the public in a popular form, will, 
whilst English literature lasts, never want readers* 
and, while good taste flourishes, admirers. 



PREFACE. 



Thb original of the following story, with some 
others of a similar kind, collected in the east 
by a man of letters, was commimicated to the 
editor above three years ago. The pleasure he 
received from the perusal of it induced him 
at that time to transcribe, and since to trans- 
late it. How far the copy may be a just 
representation it becomes not him to deter- 
mine. He presumes however to hope that if 
the difficulty of accommodating our English 
idioms to the Arabic, preserving the corres- 
pondent tones of a diversified narration, and 
discriminating the nicer touches of character 
through the shades of foreign manners be 
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duly considered, a failure in some points will 
not preclude him from all claim to indulgence; 
especially if those images, sentiments, and 
passions, which being independent of local 
peculiarities, may be expressed in every lan- 
guage, shall be found to retain their native 
energy in our own. 



VATHEK. 



VATHEK 



Vathek, ninth Caliph of the race of the Abassides^ 
was the son of Motassem, and the grandson of 
Haroun Al Raschid. From an early accession to 
the throne, and the talents he possessed to adorn it, 
his subjects were induced to expect that his reign 
would be long and happy. His figure was pleasing 
and majestic ; but ijfhen he wal^ angry, one of his 
eyes became so terrible that no person could bear to 
behold it ; and the wretch upon whom it was fixed 
instantly fell backward, and sometimes expired. For 
fear, however, of depopulating his dominions, and 
making his palace desolate, he but rarely gave way 
to his anger. 

Being much addicted to women, and the pleasures 
of the table, he sought by his affability to procure 
a^preeable companions ; and he succeeded the better, 
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as his generosity was unbounded and his indulgences 
unrestrained ; for he ".vas by no means scrupulous : 
nor did he think, with the Caliph Omar Ben Ab- 
dalaziz« that it was necessary to make a hell of this 
world to enjoy Paradise in the next. 

He siirpassed in magnificence all his predecessors. 
The palace ef Alkoremmi, which his father Motassem 
had erected on the hill of Pied Horses, and which 
commanded the whole city of Samarah, was in his 
idea far too scanty : he added, therefore, five wings, 
or rather other palaces, which he destined for the 
particular gratification of each of his senses. 

In the first of these were tables continually covered 
with the most exquisite dainties, which were sup- 
plied both by night and by day according to their 
constant consumption; whilst the most delicious 
wines, and the choicest cordials, flowed forth from a 
hundred fountains, that were never exhausted. This 
palace was called "The Eternal, or Unsatiating 
Banquet." 

The second was styled " The Temple of Melody, 
or the Nectar of the Soul." It was inhabited by 
the most skilful musicians and admired poets of the 
time, who not only displayed their talents witliin, 
but dispersing in bands without, caused every sur- 
rounding scene to reverberate their songs, which 
were continually varied in the most delightful suc- 
cession. 

The palace named " The Delight of the Eyes, or 
the Support of Memory,** was one entire enchant- 
ment. Rarities collected from every corner of the 
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MTth were there found in such profixsion as to dazzle 
and confound, bnt for the order in which they were 
arranged. One gallery exhibited the pictures of the 
celebrated liani ; and statuea that seemed to be 
alive. Here a weU>managed perspectiTe attracted 
the sight ; there, the magic of optics agreeably de- 
ceived it ; whilst the naturalist, on his part, eidiibited 
in their several classes the varfous gifts that heaven 
had bestowed on our globe. In a word, Tathek 
omitted nothing in thia particular that might gratify 
the curiosity of those who resorted to it, although 
he was not able to satisfy his own ; for he was, of all 
men, Hie most curious. 

"The Palace of Perfumes," which was termed 
likewise, "The Incentive to Pleasure," consisted 
of various halls, where the different perfumes which 
the earth produces were kept perpetually burmng m 
censers of gold. Flambeaus and aromatic lamps 
were hero lighted in open day; but the too powerful 
efl^ts of this agreeable delirium nught be avoided 
by descending into an immense garden, where an 
assemblage 6f every fragrant flower difEUsed through 
the air the purest odoxirs. 

The fifth palace, denominated "The Retreat of 
Joy, or the Dangerous," was frequented by 'troops 
of young females, beautifril as the Houris, and not 
less seducing, who never failed to receive with ca- 
resses all whom the Caliph allowed' to approach 
them ; for he was by no means disposed to be jealous, 
as his own women wero secluded within the palace 
he inhabited hinuielf 
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NotwiihBtanding the senauaHty in irMoh YatiiBk 
indulged, he experienced no abatement in the loipe 
of his people, who thought that a sorereign immaned 
in i^Leafluxe was not leas tolerable to hia snljects than 
one that onployed himself in creating them Ibet. 
But the unquiet and impetuous disposition oi the 
Caliph would not allow him to rest there : he had 
studied so much for hjs amusement in the life«>tame 
of his &ther as to acquire a great deal of knowledge, 
though not a sufficiency to satisfy himseif; for hd 
wished toknoweferytfaing; evensdences that did 
sot exist. He was fimd of engaging in disputes 
with the learned, but liked them not to push their 
opposition with warmth. He stoj^ped the mouths of 
those with presents, whose mouths could be stopped; 
whilst others, wlunn his liberality was unable to 
subdue, he sent to prison to cool their blood; a re- 
medy that often succeeded. . ;• 

Yathek discoTered also a predilection for theolo- 
gical oontroTersy ; but it was not with the orthodox 
that he usually held. By this means he induced the 
zealots to oppose him, and then persecuted them in 
return ; for he resolyed, at any rate, to have reason 
on his side. 

Th^ great pro]^et Mahomet, whose vicars the 
Caliphs are, beheld with indignation from his abode 
in the seventh heaven the irreligious conduct of such 
a vicegerent. 

. "Let us leave him to himself," said he to tiie 
Genii, who are always ready to receive his com- 
mands ; ** let us see to what lengths his folly and 
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impiety wiU cany bim ; if hfi nm into excess we 
ehall know how to chastise him. Assist him, there- 
fiife» to complete the tower which, in imitation of 
Kimzod, he hath begun; not, like that great warrior, 
to escape being drowned, bat from the insolent cnri- 
ceity oi penetratiBg the secrets of heaven : he will 
not divine the fate that awaits him." 

The Gknii obeyed ; and when the workmen had 
raised their structure a cubit in the day time, two cu- 
bits more were added in the night. The expedition 
with which the fubiic arose was not a little flattering 
to the vanity of Yathek. He ftmcied that even in- 
sensible matter showed a ibrward nees to subserve his 
designs ; not considering that the successes of the 
foolish and wicked form the first rod of tiieir chas- 
tisement* 

His pride arrived at its height when, having 
ascended, for the first time, the deven thousand 
stairs of his tower, he cast his eyes below and be- 
held men not lazgor tiban pismires ; mountabis than 
shells ; and cities than bee-hives. The idea which 
such an elevation insjrfred of his own grandeur com- 
pletely bewildered him; he was almost ready to 
adore himself; till lifting his eyes upwards, he saw 
the stars as high above him as they appeared when 
he stood on the smrfuse of the earth. He consoled 
himself, however, Ibr this transient perception of his 
littleness with the thought of being great in the 
eyes of the others, and flattered himself that the 
l^^t of his mind would extend beyond the reach of 
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hiff sight, and transfer to the stars tiie decrees of Mb 
dedtmy. 

Wi^ this TieMT the inqiilsitive prinoe jMssed mesl 
of his nights on Ihe smnmit of his tower, till he be- 
came an adept in the mysteries of astrologj, and 
imagined that the phmets had disclosed to him tile 
most marveUons adyentures, which weaee to be ao« 
oomplished by an extraordinary personage, £rom a 
country altogether nnhnoiwn. Prompted by metises 
of eiiriosity, he had always been coiuxtee»s to 
strangers; but team this instant he redoubled his 
ottentitHi, and ordered it to be announced by sound 
of trumpet, through all the streets of Siamarah, tiiat 
no one of his subjects, on peril of his displeasure, 
should either lodge or detain a traveller, but ^dttlh- 
with bring him to the palace. 

Kot long altar this proclamation, there asrited in 
his metropolis, a man so hideous that the very guards 
who arrested him were forced to shut theur eyes^as 
they led him along. The Caliph himself appeared 
startled at so horrible a visage ; but ji^ sue^eded- to 
this emotion of terror when the stranger disfdayed 
to his Tiew such rarities as he had never before seen, 
and of which he had no conception« 

In reality, nothing was ever so extraordinary as tiie 
merchandise this stranger produced. Most c^ his 
curiositieB, which were not less admirable for their 
workmaashi^ than their splendour, had besides, their 
several virtues described on a parchment £festened to 
each. There were slippers which enabled the feet 
to waUf, : knives that cut without the motion of a 
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kaad; sables -wliieh de«lt the blow at thd person 
they were wished to strike ; and the whole enriched 
ivith genua that were hitherto uaknowa. 

The salnres, whoae blades emitted a daggling radi- 
anoe, fixed more than all the CaUph'a attentioB, who 
promised himself to decipher at his leurare the un- 
couth characters engraven on their sides. Without, 
iheiefi»e» demanding thar pdoe, he evdered all the 
tomeA. gold to be brooght fimn his tieaam7» and 
commanded the merohBat to take what he pleased. 
The atraager complied with modesty and sileaeet 

Yathek, imagining that the merchant's taciturnity 
was occasioned by the awe which hia pmsence in- 
8piied» eBECGoraged him to adTaiioe» and asked hiiB, 
wath anair eCcoAdeseensio&t ''Who hewaai whence 
he came? and where he obtained such beautii^ 
commodities^" 

The man» or rather monster, ixistead of n*ftVBg a 
reply» thrice rubbed his teehead, which« as well as 
his body, was blacker than ebony; four times dapped 
his paondi, the prqjectaoa of whidi waa enormous s 
opened wide his huge eyes, which glowed like fire- 
brands ; began to lau|^ with a hideous noise, and 
discovered his long amber coloured teeth bestreaked 
with green. 

The Oaliph, though a little startled, renewed his 
enquiiies, but without being able to jnocure a reply* 
At which, beginnisg to be ruffled, he exclaimed, 
''knowest thou, varlet, who I am? and at whom 
thou art aiming thy gibes?*' Then addressing his 
goardsi ** have ye heard him speak ? is he dumb ?" 



<<H6 httth spdkeB," i^ xepUad, «<tiftMigh lufc 
UtOe." 

<* Let him spetk than again," aaidValihek, **md 
tell me who he is, from whenee he e«me> and iHieie 
he procured these ajngnlar eoriaaitieii or I awear» 
by the aaa of Balaanii that I iriU make him rue hia 
pertinaoity.'' 

Thia menaoe waa aeoompanied by the Cal^ ividi 
one of hia angry and peraUma gjlanoaa, which tiie 
stranger sustained without the aHfl^bitest emotKa, 
although his eyes were fixed on the tenable eye of 
the prince. 

No words can describe the amaiement of <heco«r- 
tien, when they bdield this rude merohant withstand 
the encounter unsho<^ed. They all ftU prostrate 
with their &oes on the ground, to aroid the risk of 
their liTes, and continued in the same al]ject poston 
till the Caliph exclaimed in a fbzious tone : 

** Up, cowards I siese the miscreant ! see that he 
be committed to prison, and guarded by the best of 
my soldiers ! Let him, however, retain the money 
I gaye him ; it is not my intent to take from him 
his property, I only want him to speak. 

Ko sooner had he uttered these words than the 
stranger was surrounded, pinioned with strong frt- 
ters, and hunied away to the prison of the great tower, 
which was encompassed by seren empalements of 
iron bars, and armed with spikes in every direction, 
longer and sharper than spits. 

The Caliph, nevertheless, remained in the most 
violent agitation. He sat down indeed to eat, but 
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oCihe fhiee hundxed carets that were daily placed 
before him, could taste of no more than ihiity-two. 
■ A diet to which he had been so litUe accustomed, 
was sufficient of itself to prevent him from sleeping, 
what then must be its effisct when joined to the 
anidety that pzejed upon his i^izits ? At the first 
glimpse of dawn he hastened to the prison, again to 
importune this intractable stranger ; but the rage of 
Vaihek exceeded all bounds on finding the prison 
empty, the gates burst asimd^, and his guards lying 
lifeless around him. In the paroxysm of his passion 
he fell furiously on the poor carcasses, and kicked 
them till eyenlng without intermiauon. His cour- 
tiers and Tisiera exerted their effinrts to soothe his 
eoitxaragance, but finding every expedient inefiec- 
tual, they all united in one Tociferatioii: 

« The Caliph is gone mad 1 the Caliph is out of 
nis senses !" 

This outcry, which was soon resounded through 
the streets of Samarah, at length reached the ears of 
Carathis, his mother : she flew in the utmost con- 
atemation to try her ascendency on the mind of her 
son. Her tears and caresses called off his attention ; 
and he was prevailed upon by her entreaties to be 
bsought back to the palace. 

Carathis, apprehensive of leaving Yathek to him- 
self, caused him to be put to bed ; and seating her- 
self by him, endeavoured by her conrersation to heal 
and compose him. Nor could any one have at- 
tempted it with hetUat success ; for the Caliph not 
oi^y loved her as a mother but respected her as a 
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pesoMtk «f superior genius, it was aike who had in- 
duced him, being ft Greek iiearieif, to adopt all the 
sciences and syHiemB o€ her countr^r* which good 
MuMulmaos h(dd in snc^ thorough ftbhonence. 

Judicial astrology was one of those systems in 
wMch Cazathis was a |ierfeet adei»t. £^e begii% 
ther^ore, wxth. reminding her son of the prcnnisti 
which the stars had made him ; and ixtimated «i 
intenttoin of coBsoltiag &eni again* 

<* Alas !'' sighed the Caliph^ as soon as he could 
i^eak, '^ what a fool have I been! »ot for Ihe kicks 
bestowed on my guards, who so tamely submitted to 
death, but for nenrer eoBsidenng thAt tids exteaordi-t 
nary man was 4he same the planets had larotold ; 
whom, instead of iB-treatiiigi I shcttld hay6 eoneili- 
ated by all the arts ef persuasion." 

"The past," said Carathis^ ^*caax>ot bereealled; 
but it behoTSS us to think of the future : perhaps 
you may again see the object you so much regret : 
it is possible the inscriptioffii on the satnres will 
afford information. Bat, therefeve, and take thy re- 
pose my dear son. We will eomade^, tO'^morrow, la 
what maimer to act." 

Yathek yielded to her couAs^ as well as he could, 
and arose in the morning with a mind miore at ease. 
The sabres he commanded to be instaatly brought ; 
and poring xxpfm. them through a green glass, that 
their glittering ni%ht not dazzle, he set himsdf in 
earnest to decipher the inscriptiosto ; hut his reit- 
erated attempts were all of thnn nugatory : in vain 
did he beat his head and bite his nails ; not a letter 
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of the whole was he able to ascertain. So unlucky 
a disappointment would haye undone him again, 
had not Caiathis, by good fortune, entered the 
apartment. 

** Haye patience, son l" said she. ** You certainly 
are possessed of eyery important science, but tho 
knowledge of languages is a trifle, at best ; and the 
accomplishment of none but a pedant. Issue forth 
a proclamation that you will confer such rewards as 
become your greatness upon any one that shaU in- 
terpret what you do not understand, and what it is 
beneath you to leazn. You will soon find your cu- 
riosity gratified." 

<*That may be," said the Caliph; "but in the 
mean time I shall be horribly disgusted by a crowd 
of smatterers, who will come to the trial as much for 
the pleasure of retailing their jargon as from the 
hope of gaining the reward. To ayoid this eyU, 
it wiU be proper to add that I will put eycry candi- 
date to death who shall fail to giye satisfaction ; for, 
thank heayen, I haye skill enough to distinguish 
between one that translates and one that inyents." 

*<0f that I haye no doubt," replied Carathis, 
'*but to put the ignorant to death is somewhat se- 
yere, and may be productiye of dangerous effects. 
Content yourself with commanding their beards to 
be burnt : beards, in a state, are not quite so essen- 
tial as men." 

The Caliph submitted to the reasons of his 
mother, and sending for Morokanabad, his prime 
▼izier, said : 
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"Let the common criers proclaim, not only in 
Samarah, but throughout every city in my empire, 
that whosoever will repair hither, and decipher cer» 
tain characters which appear to be inexplicable, 
shall experience the liberality for which I am re- 
nowned ; but that all who fail upon trial shall have 
their beards burnt off to the last hair. Let them 
add also, that I will bestow fifty beautiful slaves, and 
as many jars of apricots from the isle of Kimdth, 
upon any man that shall bring me intelligence of the 
stranger. ' 

The subjects of the Caliph, like their sovereign, 
^eing great admirers of women, and apricots from 
Kirmith, felt their mouths water at these promises, 
but were totally unable to gratify their hankering, 
for no one knew which way the stranger had gone. 

As to the Caliph's other rcqtdsition the result was 
different : the learned, the half-learned, and those 
who were neither, but fancied themselves equal to 
both, came boldly to hazard their beards, and aU 
shamefully lost them. 

The exaction of these forfeitures, which found 
'sufiicient employment for the Eunuchs, gave Ihem 
such a smell of singed hair as greatly to disgust the 
ladies of the seraglio, and make it necessary that 
this new occupation of their guardians should bo 
transferred into other hands. 

At length, however, an old man presented him- 
self, whose beard was a cubit-and-a-half longer than 
any that had appeared before him. The officers oi 



VATHEK. 19 

the palace whispered to each other, as they ushered 
him in: 

** "What a pity such a beard should be burnt !" 

Even the Caliph, when he saw it, concurred with 
them in opinion ; but his concern was entirely need- 
less. This venerable personage read the characters 
with fecility, and explained them yerbatim, as 
foOows: 

'* We were made where eyerything good is made ; 
we are tiie least of tiie wonders of a place where all 
is wonderful ; and deserving the sight of the first 
potentate on earth." 

•<You translate admirably!" cried Yathek. «I 
know to what these mar?ellous characters allude. 
liCt him receive as many robes of honour, and thou- 
sands of sequins of gold, as he hath i^ken words. 
I am in some measure relieved from the perplexity 
that embarrassed me !" 

Yatbek invited the old man to dine, and even to 
lemain acme days in the palace. TTnluduly £ar him, 
he accepted the oflbr ; for the Caliph having ordered 
him next morning to be called, said : 

" Head again to me what you have read already ; 
I cannot hear too often the promise that is made me, 
the completion of which I languish to obtain." 

The old man forthwith put on his green spectacles \ 
but they instantly dropped from his nose, on per- 
ceiving that the characters he had read the day 
preceding, had given place to others of different 
import. 
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"Wliatftihiyottr a»ked the OaM^h; '< and why 
these symptoms of wonder ?" 

"Seyereign of th^ Wmrld/' ifepHed the cid man, 
*^t3MSe sabres bold Mxother language to«4ay, from 
ti^at they yesterday held." 

"How say your" letaraied Vathek. '<But it 
mattetfs nott tek zne, If you ean, what they mean." 

<*It is this, my lord," rejoined the old nuM: 
** Woe to the vaih moital who seehs to know that 
of which he should remam tguorant i and to undsv* 
take that whi<^ axvpasselh his power I" 

'< And woe to thee !" cried the Ooliph, m a hvorst 
of indignation: "ta<lay thou art toid of iiikder- 
stending : hegono fironiB^prcseiw^ Hiey shall hmu. 
but the hatf of diy heard^ because thou wert y«e* 
terday iottumAiB in giuesslii|p. My gi£ks I ■vrer 



resume." 



The old man« wise enougfh to pereerre he liad 
luokily escaped* cqasidcortg the foUy of disclosing 
so disgustbig a truth, immediately wilhdrew, and 
appearcd not agidn. 

But it was not long befotfe Vathek ^movrw^d 
abundant reason to regret his pieo^italioiL ; for 
though he could not decipher the ehMaeters himael^ 
yet, by constantly poring upon them» he plainly per4 
colired &at th6y erery day changed; and unfor- 
tunately no other candidate offered to explain them. 
This pcvjdexing oocnqfiation inflamed his blood, diCz-> 
aled his sight, and brought on a giddiness and 
debility that he could not support. He fEuled not, 
howeyer, though in so reduced a condition, to be 
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often carried to his tower, as lie flatt«ved hifluself 
that he might there read in the stars, which he went 
to consult, BometUng move oongmoiis to his wishes. 
But in this his hopes wvcQ dehided; liar his eyes 
dimmed by ^e yi^mrs of his head, hcgan to sabi. 
senre his curiosity so ill, thai he behdd nft«>ing but 
a thick dim cloud, which he took for the most dire* 
Mof omens. 

Agitated with so mueh aaadeiy, Yathek entirely 
lost all finoness : a fever seized hi— »»4 his iqppetite 
failed. Instead of being one of the greatest eaters, 
he became as distinguished for drinking. So insa- 
tiable was the thirst which tormented him, that his 
mouth, like a fimiiel, was alwa^ open to receiTe the 
various liquons that nught be poured into it ; and 
eapeeiaUy eoUL water, which calmed him more than 
every other. 

Thi» unha|q»y prince being thos incapacitated for 
the enjoyment of any pleasure^ commanded the 
palaces of the five senses to be shut up ; £cNreboie to 
appear in public, either to display his aaagnifieeBee 
Gjt administer justice; and retired to die inmost 
i^Mtrtment of lus harem. As he had ever been an 
indulgent husband, his wives, overwhehned with 
grief at his dq[»lorable situatioav incessantly oflered 
their prayers for his health, and unremittingly sup- 
plied him with water. 

§tk the mean time, the Princess Carathis, whose 
affliction no words can describe, instead of restrain* 
ing herself to sobbing and tears, was dosetted daily 
with the Virior Morakanabad, to find out some cure 
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or mitigatioii of the Caliph's disease. Undex Uks 
persuasion that it was cavsed hy enchantment, they 
turned over together leaf by leal^ all the books of ma- 
gic that might p<»nt out a remedy ; and caused the 
hoixible strange, whom they accused as the en« 
chanter, to be ererywhere sought for with the 
strictest diligence. 

At the distance of a few miles from Samarah 
stood a higti mountain, whose sides were swarded 
with wild thyme and basil^ and its summit over- 
spread with so delightful a plain that it might be 
taken for the Paradise destined for the £iithfuL 
Upon it grew a hundred thickets of ^jlantine and 
other fragrant shrubs ; a hundred arbours of roses, 
jessamine, and honeysuckle; as many dumps of 
<mmge trees, cedar, and dtron; whose branches, 
interwoven with the palm, the pomegranate, and 
the vine, piesented every luxury that ocnild regale 
the eye or the taste. The ground was strewed with 
violets, harebells, and pansies ; in the midst of which 
sprung forth tufts of jonqtiils, hyacinths, and cama- 
tions, with every other perfume that impregnates 
the air. Four fountains, not less dear than deep, 
and so abundant as to slake the thirst of ten armies, 
seemed purposdy placed here to make the scene 
more resemble the garden of Eden, which was 
watered by the four sacred rivers. Here the night- 
ingale sang the birth of the rose, her well«bdoY^, 
and at the same time lamented its short-lived beauty ; 
whilst the turtle deplored the loss of more substan- 
tial pleasures and the wake&l lark hailed the rising 
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light that reanimates the whole creatioii. Here, 
more than anywhere, the mingled melodies of hhrds 
expressed the yarious passions they inspired ; as if 
the exquisite fruitSi which they pecked at pleasure, 
had giyen them a double energy. 

To this moimtain Yathek was sometimes brought, 
for the sake of breathing a purer air ; and especiaUy, 
to drink at will of the four fountaiiia» which were 
reputed in the highest degree fiajnbrious, and sacked. 
to himself. His attendants were his mother, his 
wiTes, and some eunuchs, who asaiduoasly employed 
thems^yes in filling capacious bowls of rock crystal, 
and emulously presentiBg tdiem to him. But it 
frequently happened that his «yidity exceeded tiieir 
zeal^ insomuch that he would prostrate himself 
tipon the ground to lap up the water, of which he 
could never have enough. 

One day when this unhappy prince had been long 
lying in so debasing a posture, a voice, hoarse but 
etrong, thus addressed hun : 

'* Why assumest thou the function of a dog, oh. 
Oaliph, so proud of thy dignity and power V* 

At this apostrophe he raised up his head and 
beheld the stranger that had caused him so much 
affliction. Inflamed with anger at the sight, he 
exclaimed : 

" Accursed Giaour 1 what comest thou hither to 
dS ? is it mot enough to have transformed a prince, 
remarkalde for his agility, into one of those leather 
barrels which the Bedoxdn Arabs carry <m their 
camels when they traverse the deserts } Perceivest 
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thou not fhat I may peridh by drinking to excess, no 
less than by a total abstinence ?" 

'* Drink then this draught/' said the stranger, as 
he presented to him a phial of a red and yellow mix- 
ttire ; ** and to satiate the thirst of thy soul as well 
as of thy body, know that I am an In^an, but from 
a region of India which is wholly unknown." 

The Caliph, delighted to see his desires accom- 
plished in part, and flattexing himself with the 
hope of obtaining their entire fiilfilment, without a 
moment's hesitation swallowed the potion, and 
instantaneously found his healdi restored, his thirst 
appeased, and his limbs as agile as ever. 

In the transports of his joy, Vathek leaped upon 
the neck of the frightful Indian, and kissed his 
horrid mouth and hollow cheeks, as though they 
had been the coral lips, and the lilies and roses e^ 
his most beaulifol wires ; whilst they, less testified 
than jealous at the sight, dropped th^ reils to hide 
the blush of mortification that suflused thdr 
foreheads. 

Nor would the scene have closed here, had not 
Oarathis, with all the art of insinuation, a little re- 
pressed the raptures of her son. Haying prevailed 
upon him to return to Samarah, she caused a herald 
to precede him, whom she commanded to proclaim 
as loudly as possible : 

"The wonderAil stranger hath appeared again; 
he hath healed the Caliph ; he hath spoken ! he 
hath spoken !" 

Forthwith all the inhabitants of this yast city 
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quitted their habitations, and ran together in GK)wdB 
to see the procession of Val^ek and the Indian, 
whom they now blessed as mnch as they had before 
execrated, incessantly shoatang, 

** He hath healed our sovereign ; he hath spoken ! 
he hath spoken !*' 

Nor were these words forgotten in tiie public fes- 
tivals, which were oeletoited the same evening to 
testify the general joy, for the poets appUed them 
as a chorus to all the songs they composed. 

The Caliph, in the Bueaa while caused the palaces 
€i the senses to be again set open, and as he found 
himself prompted to visit that of taste, in preference 
to ^e rest, immediately ordered a s^dendid enter- 
tainment, to which his great officers and favourite 
courtiers were all invited. The Indian, who was 
placed near the prince, seemed to think that as a 
proper acknowlegdment of so distbEigulshed a |«ivi- 
ledge, he could neither eat, drink, mx talk too 
much. The various dainties were no sooner served 
up than they vanished, to the great mortification of 
Tathek, who piqued himself on being the greatest 
eater alive, and at this time in particular had an 
excellent appetite. 

The rest of the company looked round at each 
other in amasem«it, but the Indian without appear- 
ing to observe it, quaffed large bumpers to the health 
of each of them : sung in a style altogether extrava- 
gant; related stories at which he laughed im- 
moderately; and poured forth extemporaneous 
verses which would not have been thought bad, but 
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for the Btrange gnmaceB with idiith they were 
uttered. In a word* his loquacity was equal to 
that of a hundred astrologers ; he ate as much as a 
hundred porters, and caroused in proportion. 

The Caliph, notwithstanding the table had been 
thirty times coyered, found himself incommoded by 
the voraciousness of his guest, who was now con- 
siderably declined in the prince's esteem. Yathek, 
howeyer, being imwilling to betray the chagrin he 
could hardly disguise, said in a whisper to Bababa^ 
lou](» the chief of his eumichs : 

''You see how enormous his performances m 
every way are; what would be the consequ^ice 
shoidd he get at my wives ? Go ! ledouble your 
vigilance, and be sore look well to my Cireassiaas, 
who would be more to his taste th^ all of the 

|€St" 

The bird of the morning had thrice renewed his 
song, wheQ the hour of the divan sounded. Yathek, 
in spratitude to his subjects, having promised to 
attend, immediately arose from table and repaired 
thither leaning upon his vizier, who could scarcely 
support him, so disordered was the poor prince by 
the wine he had drank, and still more by the exr 
travagant vagaries of his boisterous guest. 

The viziers, the officers of the crown, and of the 
law, arranged themselves in a semircircle about their 
sovereign, and preserved a respectful silence, whilst 
tips Ii^dian, who looked as cool as if come from t^ 
fastt <B^t down without ceremony on a step of th^ 
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Uixone» laughing in bis sleeve at the indignatkni 
with which his temerity had filled the spectators. 

The Caliph, however, whose ideas were confused 
and his head embarrassed, went on administering 
justice at hap-hazard, till at length the prime vizier 
perceivmg his situation, hit upon a sudden expe- 
dient to interrupt the audience, and rescue the 
honour of his master, to whom he said in a whisper: 

** My lord, the princess Carathis, who hath passed 
the night in consulting the planets, informs you 
that they portend you evil ; and the danger is 
urgent. Beware, lest this stranger wbixm you have 
so lavishly reeomp^ised for his magical gewgaws, 
should niake some attempt on your Ufe : bis liquor, 
which at first had the appearance of effecting your 
cure, may be no more than a poison of a sudden 
operation. Slight not this surmise ; ask himi at 
least, of what it was compounded ; whence he pro- 
cured it ; and mention the sabres, which you seem 
to have forgotten." 

Yathek, to whom the Insolent airs of the stranger 
became every moment less supportable, intimated to 
his vizier by a wink of acquiescence, that he would 
adopt his advice, and at once turning towards the 
Indian, said : 

** Get up and declare in full divan of what drugs 
the liquor was compounded you enjoined me to 
take, for it is suspected to be poison ; add also the 
explanation I have so earnestly desired canceming 
the aabres you sold me, and thus show your grati- 
tude for the favours heaped on you. 
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Having pronounced these words in as moderate 
a tone as a Caliph well coidd, he waited in silent 
expectation for an answer; but the Indian, still 
keeping his seat, began to renew his loud shouts of 
laughter, and exhibit the same horrid grimaces he 
had shown thcA before, without rouchsafing a word 
in reply. Yatbsk, no longer able to brook such in- 
solence, immediately kicked him £rom the steps, 
instantly descending repeated his blow, and per- 
sisted with Bueh assididty, as incited all who were 
present to follow his example. Every foot was 
aimed at the Indian, and no sooner had any one 
given him a kick than he felt himself constrained to 
reiterate the stroke. 

The stranger afforded them no small entertain- 
ment ; for being both short and plump, he collected 
himself into a ball and rolled round on all sides at 
the blows of his assailants, who pressed after him 
wherever he turned, with an eagerness beyond con- 
ception, whilst their numbers were every moment 
increasing. The ball, indeed, in passing from one 
apartment to another, drew every person after it 
that came in its way, insomuch that the whole 
palace was thrown into confusion, and resoimded 
with a tremendous clamour. The women of the 
harem, amazed at the uproar, flew to their blinds to 
discover the cause, but no sooner did they catch a 
glimpse of the ball than feeling themselves xmable to 
refrain, they broke from the clutches of their eu- 
nuchs, who to stop their flight pinched them till 
tliey bled, but in vain ; whilst themselves, though 
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trembUng with, terror at the escape of their charge, 
were as incapable of resisting the attraction. 

The Indian, after having traversed the halls, gal- 
leries, chambers, kitchens, gardens, and stables of 
the palace, at last took his course through the courts, 
whilst the Caliph, pursuing him closer than the rest, 
bestowed as manj kicks as he possibly could, yet 
not without receiving now and then one, which his 
competitors, in their eagerness, designed for the 
ball. 

Carathis, Morakanabad, and two or three old 
viziers whose wisdom had hitherto withstood the 
attraction, wishing to prevent Y athek from exposing 
himself in the presence oi his subjects, fell down in 
his way to impede the pursuit, but he, regardless of 
their obstruction, leiq[»ed over their h^ads, and went 
on as before. They then ordered the mnezins to 
call the people to prayers, both for the sake of get- 
ting them out of the wwy, and of endeavouring by 
their petitions to avert the calamity ; but neither of 
these expedients was a whit more successful. The 
sight of this &tal ball was alone sufficient to draw 
after it every beholder. The muezins themselves, 
though they saw it but at a distance, hastened down 
from their minarets and mixed vrith the crowd, 
which continued to increase in so surprising a man- 
ner, that scarce an inhabitant was left in Samarah, 
except the aged, the sick confined to their beds, and 
infants at the breast, whose nurses could run more 
nimbly without them. Even Carathis, Morakanabad* 
and the rest, were all become of the party. 
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The shrill screams of the females who had broken 
from their apartments, and were unable to extricate 
themselyes from the pressure of the crowd, together 
with those of the eunuchs jostling affcer them, terri- 
fied lest their charge should escape from their eight, 
increased by the execrations of husbands urging 
forward and menacing both, kicks given and re- 
ceiTed, stumblings and overthrows at every step, in 
a word, the confusion that imiversally prevailed, 
rendered Samarah like a city taken by storm, and 
devoted to absolute plunder. 

At last the cursed Indian, who still preserved his 
rotundity of figure, after passing ^through all the 
streets and public places, and leaving them empty, 
rolled onwards to tiie plain of Catoul, and traversed 
the valley at the foot of the mountain of the foror 
fimntains. 

As a continual fiall of water had excavated an im- 
mense gulph in the valley, whose opposite side was 
closed in by a steep acclivity, the Caliph and his 
attendants were apprehensive lest the ball should 
bound into the chasm, and to prevent it, redoubled 
their efforts, but in vain. The Indian persevered in 
his onward direction, and as had been apprehoided, 
glancing firom the precipice with the rapidity of 
lightning, was lost in the gulph below. 

Yathek would have followed the perfidious Giaour, 
had not an invisible agency arrested his progress. 
The multitude that pressed after him were at once 
checked in the same manner, and a calm instanta- 
aeoxiBly ensued. They all gazed at each other with 
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«a air of astonishment; and notwithstanding that 
the loss of yeils and turbans, together -with ton 
habits, and dust blended with sweat, presented a 
most laughable spectacle, there was not one smile to 
be seen ; on the contrary, all with looks of confusion 
and sadness returned in silence to Samarah, and re- 
tired to their inmost apartments, without ever 
reflecting that they had been impelled by an inyisible 
power into the extrayagance for which they re- 
proached themselves : for it is but just, that men 
who so often arrogate to their own merit the good of 
which they are but instruments, should attribute to 
thefttselyes the absurdities which they could not 
prevent. 

The Caliph was the only person that refused to 
leave the valley. He commanded his tents to be 
pitched there, and stationed himself on the very 
edge of the precipice, in spite of the representations 
of Carathii and Morakanabad, who pointed out ^e 
haxard of its brink giving way, and the vicinity to 
~' the magician that had so severely tormented him. 
Vaihek derided all their remonstrances ; and having 
ordered a thousand flambeaus to be lighted, and 
directed his attendants to proceed in lighting more, 
lay down on the slippery margin, and attempted, by 
the help of this artificial splendour, to look through 
that gloom which all the fires of the empyrean had 
been insufllcient to pervade. One '^diile he fancied 
to himself v oioes arising from the depth of the gulph, 
at another he seemed to distinguish the accents of 
the Indian, but all was no more than the hoUow 
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murmur of waters, and the din of the cataracts that 
rushed from steep to steep, down the sides of the 
mountain. 

Haying passed the night in this cruel perturba- 
tion, the Caliph at day-break retired to his tentf 
where, without taking the least sustenance, he con- 
tinued to doze till the dusk of evening began to 
come on ; he ^en resumed his Tigilt as before, and 
perserered in observing them for many nights to- 
gether. At length, fatigued with so successless an 
employment, he sought relief from change. To this 
end he sometimes paced with hasty strides across 
the plain ; and as he wildly gazed at the stars, re- 
proached them with haying deceived him ; but lo ! 
on a sudden the dear blue sky appeared streaked 
oyer with streams of blood, which reached from the 
valley even to the city of Samarah. As this awfiil 
phenomenon seeip^ed to touch his tower, Yathek at 
first thought of r^airing thither to view it more 
distinctly, but feeling himself imable to advance, 
and being overcome with apprehension, he muffled 
up his face in his robe. 

Terrifying as these prodigies were, this impresaioix 
upon him was no more than momentary, and served 
only to stimulate his love of the marvellous. Instead, 
therefore, of returning to his palace, he persisted in 
the resolution of abiding where the Indian vanished 
from his view. One night, however, while he was 
walking as usual on the plain, the moon and the 
•tars at once were eclipsed, and a total darkness en- 
sued. The earth trembled beneath him, and a voice 
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came forth, the voice of the Giaour, who in accents 
more gonorous than thunder, thus addressed him : 

** Woiild'st thou devote thyself to me ? adore then 
the terrestrial influences, and abjure Mahomet. On 
these conditions I will bring thee to the palace of 
subterranean fire : there shalt thou behold, in im- 
mense depositories, the treasures which the stars 
have promised thee, and which will be conferred by 
those intelligences whom thou shalt thus render pro- 
pitious. It was from thence I brought my sabres ; 
and it is there that Soliman Ben Daoud reposes, 
surrounded by the talismans that control the world." 

The astonished Caliph trembled as he answered, 
yet in a style that showed him to be no novice in 
preternatural adventures : 

•* Where art thou ? Be present to my eyes ; dis- 
sipate the gloom that perplexes me, and of which I 
deem thee the cause. After the many flambeaus I 
have burnt to discover thee, thou may est at least 
grant a glimpse of thy horrible visage." 

"Abjure then Mahomet," replied the Indian, 
" and promise me full proofs of thy sincerity ; other- 
wise thou shalt never behold me again." 

The unhappy Caliph, instigated by insatiable curi- 
osity, lavished his promises in the utmost profusion. 
The sky immediately brightened ; and by the light 
of the planets, which seemed almost to blaze, Yathek 
beheld the earth open, and at the extremity of a 
vast black chasm a portal of ebony, before which 
stood the Indian, still blacker, holding in his hand a 
golden key, that caused the lock to resound* 

9 
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" How," cried Vathek, " can I descend to thee, 
without the certainty of breaking my neck } Come 
take me, and instantly open the portal." 

"Not so fast," replied the Indian, "impatient 
Caliph ! Know that I am parched with thirst, and 
cannot open this door till my thirst be thoroughly 
appeased. I require the blood of fifty of the most 
beautiful sons of thy viziers and great men, or 
neither can my thirst nor thy curiosity be satisfied. 
Betum to Samarah ; procure for me this necessary 
libation ; come back hither ; throw it thyself into 
this chasm ; and then shalt thou see !" 

Haying thus spoken, the Indian turned his back 
on the Caliph, who, incited by the suggestion of 
demons, resolved on the direful sacrifice. He now 
pretended to have regained his tranquillity, and set 
out for Samarah amidst the acclamations of a people 
who still loved him, and forbore not to rejoice when 
they believed him to have recovered his reason. So 
successfully did he conceal the emotion of his heart, 
that even Carathis and Morakanabad were equally 
deceived with the rest* Nothing was heard of but 
festivals and rqoicings. The ball, which no tongue 
had hitherto ventured to mention, was again brought 
on the tapis. A general laugh went round ; though 
many, still smarting under the hands of the surgeon, 
fi:om the hurts received in that memorable adven- 
ture, had no great reason for mirth. 

The prevalence of this gay humour was not a 
little grateful to Yathek, as perceiving how much it 
conduced to his project. He put on the appearance 
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of affability to every one; but eapecially to his 
▼iziersy and the grandees of his court, whom he 
failed not to regale with a sumptuous banquet, during 
which he insensibly inclined the conversation to the 
children of his guests. Having asked, with a good* 
natnred air, who of them were blessed with the 
handsomest boys, every father at once asserted the 
pretensions of his own; and the contest impercep- 
tibly grew so warm, that nothing could have with- 
holden them firom coming to blows but their profound 
reverence for the person of the Caliph. Under the 
pretence, therefore, of reconciling the disputants, 
Yathek took upon him to decide ; and with this view 
commanded the boys to be brought. 

It was not long before a troop of these poor 
children made their appearance, all equipped by 
their fond mothers with such ornaments as might 
give the greatest relief to their beauty, or most ad- 
vantageously display the graces of their age. But 
whilst this brilliant assemblage attracted the eyes 
and hearts of every one besides, the Caliph scru- 
tinized each in his turn with a malignant avidity* 
that passed for attention, and selected from their 
number the fifty whom he judged the Giaour would 
prefer. 

With an equal show of kindness as before, he pro- 
jKMsed to celebrate a festival on the plain, for the 
entertainment of his young favourites, who he said 
ought to rejoice still more than all at the restoration 
of his health, on account of the favours he intended 
for them. 

c2 
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The Caliph.'8 proposal wasreceiyed with the great- 
est delight, and soon published through Samarah. 
litters, camels, and horses were prepared. Women 
and children, old men and young — every one placed 
himself in the station he diose. The cayalcade set 
forward, attraided by all the confectioners in the city 
and its precincts. The populace, following on foot, 
composed an amaring crowd, and occasioned no 
little noise. All was joy ; nor did any one call to 
mind what most of them had suffered when they first 
trayeUed the road they were now passing so gaily. 

The eyening was serene, the air refreshing, the 
sky dear, and the flowers exhaled their fragrance. 
The beams of the declining sun, whose mild splen 
dour reposed on the summit of the mountain, shed a 
glow of ruddy light oyer its green decliyity, and the 
white flocks sporting upon it. No sounds were au- 
dible, saye the murmurs of the four foimtains, and 
the reeds and yoioes of shepherds, calling to each 
other frt>m different eminences. 

The loydy innocents, proceeding to the desdned 
sacrifice, added not a little to the hilarity of the 
scene. They approached the plain full of sportiye- 
ness ; some coursing butterflies, others culling flow- 
ers, or picking up the shining little pebbles that 
attracted their notice. At interyals, they nimbly 
started from each other, for the sake of being caught 
again, and mutually imparting a thousand caresses. 

The dreadful chasm, at whose bottom the portal 
of ebony was placed, began to appear at a distance. 
It looked like a black streak that divided the plain. 
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Morakanabftd and his companions took it for some 
Work wHch the Caliph had ordered. Unhappy 
men ! little did they snrmise for what it was destined, 

Yathek, not liking that they should examine it too 
nearly, stopped the procession, and ordered a spa- 
cious circle to be formed on this side, at some dis- 
tance from the accursed chasm. The body-guard of 
eunuchs was detached, to measure out the- lists in- 
tended for the games, and prepare ringles for the 
lines to keep off the crowd. Ilie fifty competitors 
were soon stripped, and presented to the admiration 
of the spectators the suppleness and grace of their 
delicate limbs. Their eyes sparkled with a joy which 
those of their fond parents reflected. Eyery one 
offered wishes for the little candidate nearest his 
heart, and doubted not of his bdng victorious. A 
breathless suspense awaited the contest of these 
amiable and innocent victims. 

The Caliph, availing himself of the first moment 
to retire from the crowd, advanced towards the chasm, 
and there heard, yet not without shuddering, the 
voice of the Indian ; who, gnashing his teeth, eagerly 
demanded : 

"Where are they? "Where are they? perceivest 
thou not how my mouth waters ?'* 

"Belentless Giaour!" answered Vathek, with 
emotion, " can nothing content thee but the massacre 
of these lovely victims ? Ah ! wert thou to behold 
their beauty, it must certainly move thy compas- 
sion." 

''^ Perdition on thy compassion, babbler!" cried 
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the Indian. ** Give them me ! instantly give them, 
or my portal shall be closed against thee for ever !'' 

** Not so loudly/' replied the Caliph, blushingi 

**I understand thee," returned the Qiaour, with 
the grin of an ogre : *' thou wantest to summon up 
more presence of mind. I will for a moment for- 
bear." 

During this exquisite dialogue the games went 
forward with all alacrity, and at length concluded, 
just as the twilight began to overcast the mountaina« 
Yathek, who was still standing on the edge of the 
chasm, called out with all his might : 

<* Let my fifty little feyourites approach me, sepe- 
rately ; and let them come in the order of their suc- 
cess. To the first I will give my diamond bracelet ; 
to the second my collar of emeralds ; to the third 
my aigret of rubies ; to the fotirth my girdle of to- 
pazes ; and to the rest, each a part of my dress, erea 
down to my slippers." 

This declaration was receiyed with reiterated ac- 
clamations; and all eztoUed the liberality of a 
prince who would thus strip himself for the amuse- 
ment of his subjects and the encouragement of the 
rising generation. 

The Caliph in the mean while imdressed himself 
by degrees ; and raising his arm as high as he was 
able, made each of the prizes glitter in the air ; but, 
whilst he deliyered it with one hand to the child, 
who sprang forward to r^jeiye it, he with the other 
pushed the poor innocent into the gulph, where the 
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Qiaotir, with a sxillen muttering, incessantly repeated 
"More! more!" 

This dreadful device was executed with, so much 
dexterity, that the boy who was approaching him 
•remained unconscious of the fate of his forerunner ; 
and as to the spectators, the shades of evening, to- 
gether with their distance, precluded them ^m per- 
ceiving any object distinctly. Yathek, having in 
this manner thrown in the last of the fifty, and ex- 
pecting that the Giaour on receiving him would have 
presented the key, already fancied himself as great 
as Soliman, and consequently above being amenable 
for what he had done ; when, to his utter amaze- 
ment, the chasm closed, and the ground became as 
entire as the rest of the plain. 

No language could express his rage and despair. 
He execrated the perfidy of the Indian ; loaded him 
with the most infamous invectives ; and stamped 
with his foot as resolving to be heard. He persisted 
in this demeanour till his strength failed him, and 
then fell on the earth like one void of sense. His 
viziers and grandees, who were nearer than the rest, 
supposed him at first to be sitting on the grass at 
play with their amiable children; but at length, 
prompted by doubt, they advanced towards the spot, 
and fotmd the Caliph alone, who wildly demanded 
what they wanted. 

** Our children ! our children !" cried they. 

*< It is assuredly pleasant," said he, ** to make me 
accountable for accidents. Your children, while at 
play, fell from the precipice that was here ; and I 
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should h&Te experienced their fate had I not been 
saved by a sudden start back/' 

At these words, the fathers of tht; fifty boys cried 
out aloud : the mothers repeated their exclamationB 
an octave higher ; whilst the rest, without knowing 
the cause, soon drowned the voices of both, with 
still louder lamentations of their own. 

"Our Caliph,'' said they, and the report soon 
circulated, " Our Caliph has played us this trick, to 
gratify his accursed Giaour. Let us punish him for 
his perfidy ! let us avenge ourselves ! let us avenge 
the blood of the innocent ! let us throw this cruel 
Prince into the gulph that is near, and let his- name 
be mentioned no more !" 

At this nimour, and these menaces, Carathis, full 
of consternation, hastened to Morakanabad, and 
said: 

"Vizier, you have lost two beautiful boys, and 
must necessarily be the most afflicted of fathers ; but 
you are virtuous ; save your master V* 

"I will brave every hazard," replied the Vizier, 
** to rescue him from his present danger ; but after- 
wards will abandon him to his fate. Bababalouk," 
continued he, "put yourself at the head of your 
Eimuchs, disperse the mob, and if possible bring 
back this unhappy Prince to his palace." 

Bababalouk and his fraternity, felicitating each 
other in a low voice on their disability of ever being 
fathers, obeyed the mandate of the Vizier; who, 
seconding their exertions to the utmost of his pow^er» 
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at length accomplished his generous enterprise, and 
retired, as he resolyed, to lament at his leisure* 

No sooner had the Caliph re-entered his palace^ 
than Carathis commanded the doors to be fastened ; 
but perceiying the tumult to be still violent, and 
hearing the imprecations which resounded from all 
quarters, she said to her son« 

** Whetiier the populace be right or wrong, it be- 
hoves you to provide for yomr safety s let us retire to 
your own apartment, and from thence, through the 
subterranean passage known only to ourselves, into 
your tower ; tiiere, with the assistance of the mutes 
who never leave it, we may be able to make some 
resistance. Bababalouk, supposing us to be still in 
the palace, will guard its avenues for his own sake ; 
and we shall soon find, without the counsels of that 
blubberer Morakanabad, what expedient may be the 
*best to adopt. 

Yathek, without making the least reply, acquiesced 
in his mother's proposal, and tepcated as he went : 

"Nefarious Giaour! where art thou? hast thou 
not yet devoured those poor children? where are 
thy sabres ? thy golden key ? thy talismans }" 

Carathis, who guessed from these interrogations a 
part of the truth, had no difficulty to apprehend in 
getting at the whole, as soon as he shotdd be a little 
composed in his tower. This Princess was so far from 
being influenced by scruples that she was as wicked as 
woman could be, which is not saying a little, for the 
sex pique thems^ves on their superiority in every 
competition. The recital of the CaUph therefore 
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occasioned neither terror nor Bnrpriae to his mother • 
she felt no emotion but from the promises of the 
Oiaonr ; and said to her son : 

"This Giaour, it must be confessed, is somewhat 
sanguinary in his taste, but the terrestrial powers 
are alwa3rs terrible : nevertheless, what the one has 
promised and the others can confer, will prove a 
sufficient indemnification. No crimes should be 
thought too dear for such a reward. Forbear then 
to revile the Indian : you have not fulfilled the con^' 
ditions to which his services are annexed. For in- 
stance, is not a sacrifice to the subterranean Genii 
required ? and should we not be prepared to offer it 
as soon as the tumult is subsided } This charge I 
will take on myself, and have no doubt of succeed- 
ing by means of your treasures ; which, as there are 
now so many others in store, may without fear be 
exhausted." 

Accordingly, the Princess, who possessed the most 
consummate skill in the art of persuasion, went im- 
mediately back through the subterranean passage, 
and presenting herself to the populace firom a window 
of the palace, began to harangue them with all the 
address of which she was mistress, whilst Bababa- 
louk shovrered money from both hands amongst the 
crowd, who by these tmited means were soon ap- 
peased. Every person retired to his home, and 
Carathis returned to the tower. 

Prayer at break of day was annoimced, when 
Carathis and Yathek ascended the steps which led 
to the summit of the tower, where they remained 
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for some time, though the weather was lowering and 
wet. This impending gloom coiresponded with their 
malignant dispositions ; but when the sim began to 
break through the clouds, they ordered a pavilion to 
be raised as a screen from the intrusion of his beams* 
The Caliph, oyercome with fatigue, sought refresh'- 
ment from repose, at the same time hoping that 
significant dreams might attend on his slumbers; 
whilst the inde&tigable Carathis, followed by a 
party of her mutes, descended to prepare whatever 
she judged proper for the oblation of the approach- 
hig night. 

By secret stairs, known only to herself and her 
son, she first repaired to the mysterious recesses in 
which were deposited the mummies that had been 
brought from Ihe catacombs of the ancient Pharaohs* 
Of these she ordered several to be taken. I*rom 
thence she resorted to a gallery^ where, under the 
guard of fifty female negroes, mute, and blind of the 
right eye, were preserved the oil of the most venom- 
ous serpents, rhinoceros' horns, and woods of a 
subtle and penetrating odour, procured from the 
interior of the Indies, together with a thousand 
other horrible rarieties. This collection had been 
formed for a purpose like the present, by Carathis 
herself^ from a-presentiment that she might one day 
^oy some intercourse with the infernal powers, to 
whom she had ever been passionately attached, and 
to whose taste she was no stranger. 

To familiarize herself the better with the horrors 
in view, the Princess remained in the company of 
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manner from the only eye they had, and leered mth 
exquisite delight at the Bkxdls and skel^ton^ which 
Carathis had drawn fbrth from her cabinets, whose 
key she entrusted to no one^ all of them makiag 
contortions, and utteimg afrightfrd jugcm, but very 
wm^Mfi^g to the Princess ; till at last, being stunned 
by their gibbering, and auffocated by the potency of 
their exhalations, she was f<»eed to quit the galleryy 
alter stripping it of a )>art of its treasures^ 

Whilst she was thus occupied, the Caliph, who 
instead of the visions he expected, had acquired in 
these insubstantial regions a yoiracious appetite, was 
greatly proToked at the negresses : for, having to- 
tally forgotten their deafriess, he had impatiently 
asked them for food ; and seeing them regardless of 
his demand, he began to cuff, pinch, and push them, 
till Carathis arrived to terminate a scene so inde- 
cent, to the great content of these miserable creaturesy 
who having been brought up by her, undentood all 
hei* signs, and txmmiunicated in the same way their 
thoughts in return. 

** Son! what means all this i" said she, panting 
for breatih. ** I thought I heard as I came up, the 
shrieks of a tiiousand bats, tearing from their cran- 
nies in the recesses of a cavern, and it was the outcry 
only of these poor mutes, whom you were so unmer- 
cifully abusing. In trulii you but ill deserve the 
admirable provision I have brought you." 

**Give it me instantly!" exclaimed the Caliph: 
*< I am perishing for hunger !" 
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** As to fhat/' answered she, " you must haye an 
excellent stomach if it can digest what I have been 
preparing." 

** Be quick/' replied the CaHph. ** But oh, hea. 
yens ! what horrors ! What do you intend ?** 

** Come, come," returned Carathis, **be not so 
squeamish, but help me to arrange eyery thing pro- 
perly, and you shall see that what you r^ect with 
such symptoms of disgust will soon complete your 
felicity. Let us get ready the pile for the sacrifice of 
to-night, and think not of eating tUl that is per- 
formed. Know you not that all solemn rites axe 
preceded by a rigorous abstinence Y* 

The Caliph, not daring to object, abandoned him- 
self to giief^ and the wind that rayaged his entrails, 
whilst his mother went forward with the requisite 
operations. Phials of serpents' oil, mummies, and 
bones, were soon set in order on the balustrade of 
the tower. The pile began to rise; and in three 
hours was as many cubits high. At length, dark- 
ness approached, and Carathis haying stripped her- 
self to her inmost garment, clapped her hands in an 
impulse of ecstacy, and struck light with all her 
force. The mutes followed her example: butVathek, 
extenuated with hunger and impatience, was unable 
to support himself, and fell down in a swoon. The 
sparks had Already kindled the dry wood; the 
yenomoxis oil burst into a thousand blue flames ; the 
mummies, dissolying, emitted a thick dun yapour ; 
and the rhinoceros' horns beginning to consume ; all 
together diflused such a stench, that the Caliph, re- 
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coTering, staFted from his trance and gazed 'wildly 
on the scene in fall blaze around him. The oil 
gushed forth in a plentitude of streams; and the 
negresses, who supplied it without intermission, 
united their cries to those of the Princess. At last 
the fire became so -violent, and the flames reflected 
from the polished marUe so dazzling, that the Ca- 
liph, unable to withstand the heat and the blaze, 
effected his escape, and clambered up the imperial 
standard. 

In the mean time, the inhabitants of Samarah., 
scared at the light which shone over the city, arose 
in haste, ascended their roofs, beheld the tower on 
fire, and hurried half-naked to the square. Their 
love to their sovereign immediately awoke ; and ap- 
prehending him in danger pf perishing in his tower^ 
their whole thoughts were occupied with the means 
of his safety. Morakanobiid flew from his retire- 
ment, wiped away his tears, and cried out for water 
like the rest, Bababalouk, whose olfiactory nerves 
were more familiarized to magical odours, readily 
conjecturing that Carathiswas engaged in her &- 
vourite amusements, strenuously exhorted them not 
to be alarmed. Him, however, they treated as an 
old poltroon ; and forbore not to style him a rascally 
traitor. The camels and dromedaries were advancuig 
with water, but no one knew by which way to enter 
the tower. Whilst the popitlace was obstinate in 
forcing the doors, a violent east wind drove such a 
volume of flame against them, as at first forced them 
off; but afterwards^ rekindled their zeal. At the 
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same time, the stench of the horns and mummies in- 
creasing, most of the crowd fell backward in a state of 
snfibcation. Those that kept their feet mutually 
wondered at the cause of the smell, and admonished 
each other to retire. Morakanabad, more sick than 
the rest, remained in a piteous condition. Holding 
his nose with one hand, he x>er8isted in his efforts 
with 1b. e other to burst open the doors, and obtain 
admission. A hundred and forty of the strongest 
and most resolute at length accomplished their pur- 
pose. Having gained the staircase by their violent 
exertions, they attained a great height in a quarter 
of an hour. 

Carathis, alarmed at the signs of her mutes, ad^* 
vanccd to the staircase, went down a few steps, luid 
heard several voices calling out from below : 

" You shall in a moment have water !" 

Being rather alert, considering her age, she pre- 
sently regained the top of the tower, and bade her 
son suspend the sacrifice for some minutes, adding : 

"We shall soon be enabled to render it more 
grateful. Certain dolts of your subjects, imagining, 
no doubt, that we were on fire, have been rash 
enough to break through ^those doors, which had 
hitherto remained inviolate, for the sake of bringing 
up water. They are very kind, you must allow, so 
soon to forget the wrongs you have done them : but 
that is of little moment. Let us offer them to the 
Giaour. Let them come up : our mutes, who neither 
want strength nor experience, will soon despatch 
them, exhausted as they are with fatigue." 
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<* Be it so/' answered the Caliph, << provided vre 
finish, and I dine." 

In fact, these good people, out of breath from 
ascending eleven thousand stairs in such haste, and 
chagrined at having spilt, by the way, the water they 
had taken, were no sooner arrived at the top than the 
blase of the flames and the fumes of the mimunies 
at once overpowered their senses. It was a pity ! 
for they beheld not the agreeable smile with which 
the mutee and the negresses adjusted the cord to 
their necks : these amiable personages rejoiced, how- 
ever, no less at the scene. Never before had the 
ceremony of strangling been performed with so much 
facility. They all fell without the least resistance or 
struggle ; so ^lat Yathek, in the space of a few mo- 
ments, found himself surroimded by the dead bodies 
of his most fedthfid subjects, all of which were 
thrown on the top of the pile. 

Carathis, whose presence of mind never forsook 
her, perceiving that she had carcases sufficient to 
complete her oblation, commanded the chains to be 
stretched across the staircase, and the iron doors 
barricaded, that no more might come up. 

No sooner were these orders obeyed, than the 
tower shook; the dead bodies vanished in the 
flames; which at once changed from a swarthy 
crimson to a bright rose colour. An ambient vapour 
emitted the most exquisite fragrance; the marble 
columns rang with harmonious sounds, and the 
Hquified horns diffused a delicious perfume. Cara- 
this, in transports, anticipated the success of her 
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enterprise ; whilst the mutes and negresses, to whom 
these sweets had given the cholic, retired to their cells 
grumbling. 

Scarcely were they gone, when, instead of the 
pile, horns, mummies, and ashes, the Caliph both 
saw and felt, \iith a degree of pleasure which he 
could not express, a table, covered with the most 
magnificent repast : flaggons of wine, and vases of 
exquisite sherl^pt, floating on snow. He availed 
himself, without scruple, of such an entertainment ; 
and had already laid hands on a lamb stuffed with 
pistachios, whilst Carathis was privately drawing 
from a fillagreen urn, a parchment that seemed to 
be endless ; and which had escaped the notice of her 
son. Totally occupied, in gratifying an importunate 
appetite, he left her to peruse it, without interrup- 
tion ; which having finished, she said to him, in an 
authoritative tone, 

" Put an end to your gluttony, and hear the splen- 
did promises with which you are favoured ! " She then 
read, as follows : 

" Vathek, my well-beloved, thou hast surpassed my 
hopes : my nostrils have been regaled by the savour of 
thy mummies, thy horns ; and, still more, by the lives 
devoted on the pile. At the full of the moon, cause 
the bands of thy musicians, and thy tymbals, to be 
heard ; depart from thy palace surrounded by all 
the pageants of majesty ;. thy most faithful slaves, 
thy best beloved wives ; thy most magnificent lit- 
ters ; thy richest loaden camels ; and set forward on 
thy way to Istakhar» There await I thy coming* 
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Thoit is the region o£ wonders. There ahalt t^ti 
recexYe the dLsdemof Oian Ben Gian, the *«^ff">ff^«! ni 
Soliman, and the treasures of the Preadimite Sultam : 
there shslt Ihon be solaced with all kinds c^ ddig^. 
But, beware how thou enterest any dwelling on tby 
route, or thou shalt feel the effects of mj angw." 

The Caliph, who, notwithstanding his habitual 
luxury, had never before dined with so much satis- 
faction, gave full scope to the joy of these golden 
tidings, and betook himsdlf to drinking anew. Cara- 
this, whose antipathy to wine was by no means 
insuperable, MLed not to supply a reaison for eyery 
bumper, which they ironically quaffed to liie health 
of Mahomet. This infernal liquor completed their 
impious temerity, and prompted them to utter a 
pro&ision of blaspheimes. They gave a loose t^ 
their wit, ai the expense of the ass of Balaam, the 
dog of the seven sleepers, and the other animcla 
admitted into the paradise of Mahomet. In this 
^nrightly humour they descended the eleven thou- 
sand stairs, diverting themselves as they went at the 
anxious faces they saw on the square, through the 
oilets of the tower, and at length arrived at the 
royal apartments by the subterranean passage. 
Bababalouk was parading to and fro, and issuing 
his mandates with great pomp to the eunuchs, wbie 
were anuifing the lights and painting the eyes of the 
Circassians. No sooner did he catch si^U of the 
Caliph and his mother than he exclaimed,. 

** Hah ! you have then, I perceive, escaped from 
tiite ^ames $ I was not, howeyer, altogether out of 
doubt." 
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*< Of what momeiit ^ it to i«3 what you tliought 
01* thiak I" cried Curathu : *' go, «peedt teU. Morak- 
anabad tliat we immedialely waat him; and take 
caro how you stop hy the way to make your uuupid 
refiecti<mc." 

Motakanabad delaiyed not to obey the aumviQns, 
and was reeeived byTathek aikd hJ0 xoother with 
^%at aolemaity . They iold him iv^ aa ak of eoxa- 
posure and oonandaermlacm that the fire at the tqp of 
the tower was egctingxd^ed, hut that it had eoit the 
lives of the brave people who sought to assiat them. 

*<Sti]l more mbitetanea!" cmd Mondu&abad 
with a sigh. *'^, eomiaaudev vi tho faithful, our 
heiy |»?ophet is certainly ixritated i^aiast ua2 it 
behoves you to appease him." 

<*We win appease him hereafter/ replied the 
Caliph, with a smile that augured nothing of good. 
*' You will have leisure sufficient for your supplica-> 
tions during my absence; foa: this country is the 
bane of my heailtii. I am disgusted widi the BObOun- 
tain of the Four I'ountains, and am resolved to go 
and ^bink of the stream of Hecnabad* I long to 
refresh myself in the deli|^tfol valleys which it 
waters. Do you, with the advice of my mother, 
govern my dominions; and take eare to sup^y 
whatever her experiments may demand; lor you 
well know that our tower abounds in matezials for 
the advancement of science." 

The tower but ill suited Morakanabad's taste. 
Immense treasures had been laviabted upmi it, anc 
nothing had he ever seen carried thither but female 

1)2 
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negroes, mutes, and a^minable drugs. Nor did he 
know well what to think of CaiatMs, who hke a 
chamelion could assume all possible colours. Her 
cursed eloquence had often driven the poor Mus- 
sulman to his last shifts. He considered, howerer, 
that if she possessed but few good qualifies, her son 
had still fewer, and that the alternative, on the 
whole, would be in her favour. Consoled, therefore, 
with this reflection, he went in good spirits to 
soothe the populace, and make the proper arrange- 
ments for his master's journey. 

Yathek, to conciliate the spirits of the subter- 
ranean palace, resolved that his expedition should 
be uncommonly splendid, With this view he con- 
fiscated on all sides the property of his subjects, 
whilst his worthy mother stripped the seraglios she 
visited of the gems they contained. She collected 
all the sempstresses and embroiderers of Samarah, 
and other cities, to the distance of sixty leagues, to 
prepare pavilions, palanquins, sofas, canopies, and 
litters, for the train of the monarch. There was not 
left in Masulipatan a single piece of chintz ; and so 
much muslin had been bought up to dress out 
Bababalouk and the other black eunuchs, that there 
remained not an eU in the whole Irak of Babylon. 

During these preparations, Carathis, who never 
lost sight of her great object, which was to obtain 
favour with the powers of darkness, made select 
parties of the fiiirest and most delicate ladies of the 
city ; but in the midst of their gaiety she contrived 
to introduce serpents amongst them, and to break 
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pots of scoTpions under the table. They all bit to 
a wonder, and Carathis would have left them to 
bite, were it not that to fill up the time, she now and 
th^i amused herself in curing their wounds with an 
excellent anodyne of her own inyention; ibr this 
good princess abhorred being indolent* 

VaUiek, who was not altogether so active as his 
mother, devoted his time to the sole gratification of 
bis senses, in the palaces which were seyerally 
dedicated to them. He disgusted himself no nuoe 
with the divan or the mosque. One half of Sama- 
rah followed his example, whilst the other lamented 
the progress of corruption. 

In the midst of these transactions, the embassy 
Tetumed which had been sent in pious times to 
Mecca. It consisted of the most reverend moullahs, 
who had fulfilled their commission, and brought 
back one of those inrecioas besoms which are used 
to sweep the sacred caaba ; a present truly worthy 
of the greatest potentate on earth J 

The Caliph happened at this instant to be en« 
gaged in an apartment by no means adapted to the 
reception of embassies, tiiough adorned with a cer- 
taia magnificence, not only to render it agreeable* 
but also because he resorted to it firequently, and 
staid a considerable time together. Whilst occupied 
in this retreat, he heard the voice of Bababalouk 
calling out from between the door and the tapestry 
that hung before it : 

<<Here are the excellent Mahomet EbnEdns al 
^hafei, and the seraphic Al Mouhadethin, who hlive 
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bt^ught the besom from Mccca» aad mth tears oi 
joy intreat they may present it to yova piajesty net 
p€i!rsoii. 

^* liet tbem htmg the be8<na hither, it may be ef 
use,*' said Tathek, who was still employed, sot 
haying quite r^a^ted off his -vnam* 

^Ikm'f' answered Bababalonk, half aloud and 
amsBsedt 

<«Obey," repUed the Caliph, ^< for it is my 
eoreifeigti wiU; go instantly I tanicdi ! £» here will 
I s«ec^ye th« good folk who hare thus filled tiiee 
wSOkjoy/* 

The eunuch departed mutteiii^;, and bade the 
venevalde train attend him. A> sacred rapttfte was 
diffiised amongst thetoe reverend did mim, Tkxn^ 
fittigued with the length of Iheir expedition^ they 
followed Bababalouk with aft alertness almost msr*- 
cttlous, and felt themseltes highly fiatteted as tiuey 
swept ahmg the stately ptnrticoe, that the GeM]^ 
would not receire them like ambassadota m ordi- 
nary, in hia hall of audience. Boon feaehing the 
int^or of the harem (where, through blinds of 
Persian they perceired large soft eyes^ dark «ad 
blue, that went and came like lightning) penetrated 
with respect and wonder, and fhll of their ^cele^tial 
mission, they advanced in procession towards tbd 
small corridors that appeared to termixutte in nothing, 
but neyertheless led to the ceB where the C^ph 
expected their coming. 

** THiat ! is the commander of the faithi^ sick r" 
said £bn Edris al Shafei, in a low Toico to hia 
companion. 
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*^1 rather thiak he is in his oratory/' answered 
▲1 Mouhadethin. 

Yathek, who heard the dialogue, cried out "What 
imports it you how I aaa employed? approach 
without dday." 

They advanced, and Bababalouk almost sunk 
with confusion, whilst the Caliph, without showinip 
himself put for& his hand from behind the tapestry 
that hung before the door» and demanded of them 
the besom. 

Having prostrated thems^yes as well aa the 
corridor would permit, and even in a tolerable semi- 
eirele, the renerabla Al Shafei, drawing forth the* 
l»e8om ttom the embroidered and perfumed scaris in 
which it had been enyel<^ed» and secured from the 
profane gase of vulgar eyes, arose from hia aesoclates 
and advanced with an air of the most awful solemnity 
towards the supposed oratory; but with what 
Astonishment ! with what horror was he seized ! 

Yathek, bursting out into a villainous laugh, 
anatched the besom from his trembling hand, and 
fixing upon it some cobwebs that hung suspended 
from the oeUingi gravely brushed away till not a 
single one remained* 

The old men, overpowered with amazement, were 
unable to lift their beards from the ground; for as 
Yathek had carelessly left the tapestry between them 
half drawn, they were witaesses to the whole trans- 
action. Their tears gushed forth on the marble. 
Al Mouhadethin swooned through mortification and 
^gue, whilst the Caliph^ throwing himself back^ 
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ward on his seat, shouted and clapped liis hands 
without mercy. At last, addressing himself to 
Bababalouk : 

"My dear black," said he, "go, regale these pious 
poor souls with my good wine from Shiraz ; and as 
tliey can boast of having seen more of my palace 
than any one besides, let them also -visit my office 
courts, and lead them out by the bat^k steps that go 
to my stables." Haying said this, he threw the 
besom in their face, and went to enjoy the laugh 
with Carathis. 

Bababalouk did all in his power to console the 
ambassadors, but the two most infirm expired on 
the spot ; the rest were carried to their beds, from 
whence, being heart-broken -with sorrow and shame, 
they never arose. 

The succeeding night, Vathek, attended by his 
mother, ascended the tower to see if everything 
were ready for his journey, for he had great faith in 
the influence of the stars. The planets appeared in 
their most favourable aspects. The Caliph, to en- 
joy so flattering a sight, supped gaily on the roof, 
and fancied that he heard, during hLs repast, loud 
shouts of laughter resotmd through the sky, in a 
manner that inspired the fullest assurance. 

All was in motion at the palace ; lights were kept 
burning through the whole of the night ; the sound 
of implements, and of artisans finishing their work ; 
the voices of women and their guardians who sung 
at their embroidery ; all conspired to interrupt the 
stillness of nature, and infinitely delight the heart oi 
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Yatheky who imagined himgelf going in triumph to 
sit upon the throne of SoUman, 

The people were not less satisfied than himself ; 
all assisted to accelerate the moment which should 
rescue them from the wa^rward caprices of so ex- 
travagant a master. 

The day preceeding the departure of this infatuated 
prince was employed by Carathia in repeating to 
him the decrees of the mysterioua parchment, which 
she had thoroughly gotten by heart ; and in recom- 
mending him not to enter the habitation of any one 
by the way; **for well thou knowest," added she, 
** how liquorish thy taste is after good dishes and 
yoimg damsels ; let me therefore enjoin thee to be 
content with thy old cooks, who are the best in the 
world; and not to forget that in thy ambulatory 
seraglio there are three '^do^en pretty faces, which 
Bababalouk hath not yet unyeiled. I, myself, have 
a great desire to watch over thy conduct, and visit 
the subterranean palace, which no doubt contains 
whatever can interest persons like us. There is 
nothing so pleasing as retiring to caverns ; my taste 
for dead bodies and everything like mummy is de- 
cided ; and I am confident thou wilt see the most 
exquisite of their kind. Forget me not then, but 
the moment thou art in possession of the talismans 
which are to open to thee the mineral kingdoms, 
and the centre of the earth itself, fail not to dispatch 
some trusty genius to take me and my cabinet, for 
the oil of the serpents I have pinched to death will 
be a pretty present to the Giaour, who cannot but 
be charmed with such dainties," 
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Sourody had Caratfais eaded this ocyfybig dis- 
GoiizBe, when the Bim> aettiiig behind the mosntain 
«f the Foot Fovntains, gave place to the riekig 
moon. Thie planet htoBug Idiat evming at fnll, ap- 
peared of usasiial beauty and magiutode In theeyee 
of the women, the eonuchs, and the pages, who 
were all nnpalient to set forward. The eitjr re- 
eehoed with shoats of Joy and flourishing of tram- 
pets. IVetiung was vkiUe-bat plumes nodding en 
paiilioosi and slgrels tdluaing in t^ nnld laslze of 
the meen. The spacaons square resembled an im- 
mense pflvtenef variegated with the mast stately 
tsfipBOftlieeaBt. 

Arrayed in the robes whiah were only worn at 
the most distingnished eetcmouals, and supported 
by his visier and Bababalonk, the Oidiph deeeended 
the grand stairoase of the tower in the sight of ail 
his peof^. He could net forbear pausing at in- 
terrals to adnure the sapesbappearance which every- 
where courted hia view, whiiat the whole mnltitude, 
even to the eamds with their svonptuoiis burdens, 
knelt down before him. Poor same tfaaie a general 
atiilBess prevailed^ uriiiieh nothing happened to dia- 
t«rb, but the shrill screams of some eunuchs in the 
rear. These v%ilant guards having remarked cer- 
tain cages of the ladies 8wa|^;ing somewhat awry* 
and discovered that a few adventurous gallants had 
contrived to get a, soon dislodged Ihe enraptured 
culprits, and consigned them with good commenda- 
tions, to the surgeons of the sevaiL The mijesty of 
so magu^ent a spectaelo was not, however, Tiolated 
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by incidents like tkese. Vaihek, meanwk^, saluted 
the moon mth an idolatrous air^ tkatneiUier pleased 
Morakanabad nor the doeton oC the law, any more 
than th» ybdsts and grandees of fai» court, who 
were all ass^^uUed to engoj the last view of their 
sovereign. 

At length the olaiidns and tnuapets from the top 
of Ibe tower annoiaoced the prehide of departure. 
Though the instnunents were in unison with each 
other, yet a singukr dxssonaaee was Ueoded with 
t&eir sounds. Thas proceeded from Carathas, who 
was i^ging her direful oiisions to the Giaour, 
whQst the negresses and mutes supplied thorough 
bass without articulating a wvord. The good Mus- 
sldmans lieeaeied Hurt tlitty- heard the sullen hiunof 
those noetomal insects which presage eidU and 
importuned Yathek to beware hew he ventured his 
sacred person. 

On a giren signal the great standard of the Califiit 
was displayed; twvnty tho«sstiid lances shcmearoimd 
it; and the Caliph, treading royally on the cloth of 
gold which had been ^read for his feet, asconded 
his litt» amidst the general awe that possessed his 
subjects. 

The expedition conmienoed with the utmost order, 
and so entire a silence, that even the locusts were 
heard from the thickets on the plain of Catoul. 
Qaiety and good humour prerailing, six good 
leagues were paat before the dawn ; and the nM»nung 
staor was still glittering in the flxxaament when the 
whole of this numerous train had halted cm the 
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banks of the Tigru, where they encamped to repoie 
for the rest of the day. 

The three days that followed were spent in the 
same manner, but on the fourth the heavens looked 
angry, lightnings broke forth in frequent flashes^ 
re-echoing peals of thunder succeeded, and the 
trembling Circassians clung with all their might to 
their ugly guardians. The Caliph himself was 
greatly inclined to take shelter in the large town of 
Gulchissar, the goyexnor of which came forth to 
meet him, and tendered eTOT" kind of refreshment 
the place could supply. But haying examined his 
tablets, he suffered the rain to soak him almost to 
the bone, notwithstanding the importunity of his 
first &yourites. Though he began to regret the 
palace of the senses, yet he lost not sight of his en- 
terprise, and his jwmguine expectations confirmed 
his resolution. His geographers were ordered to 
attend him, but the weather proyed so ternble, that 
these poor people exhibited a lamentable appear- 
ance { and as no long joumies had been imdertaken 
since the time of Haroun al Raschid, their maps of 
the different countries were in a still worse plight 
than themselves. Every one was ignorant which 
way to turn ; for Yathek, though well versed in the 
course of the heavens, no longer knew his situation 
on earth. He thundered even louder than the ele- 
ments, and muttered forth certain hints of the bow- 
string which were not very soothing to literary ears. 
Bisgusted at the toilsome weariness of the way, he 
determined to cross over the craggy heights, ^d 
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follow the guidance of a peasant, who undertook to 
bring him, in four days, to Kocnabad. Remonstrances 
were all to no purpose, his resolution was fixed, and 
an invasion commenced on the province of the goats, 
who sped away in large troops before them. It was 
cuxious to view on these half calcined rocks camels 
richly caparisoned, and pavilions of gold and silk 
waving on their summits^ which till then had never 
been covered, but with sapless thistles and fern. 

The females and eunuchs tittered shrill wailings 
at the sight of the precipices below them, and the 
dreary prospects that opened in the vast gorges of 
the mountains. Before they could reach the ascent 
of the steepest rock night overtook them, and a 
boisterous tempest arose, which having rent the 
awnings of the palanquins and cages, exposed to the 
raw gusts the poor ladies within, who had never 
before felt so piercing a cold. The dark clouds 
that overcast the face of the sky deepened the hor- 
rors of this disastrous night, insomuch that nothing 
could be heard distinctly but the mewling of pages, 
and lamentations of sultanas. 

To increase the general misfortune, the frightftil 
uproar of wild beasts resounded at a distance, and 
there were soon perceived in the forest they were 
skirting the glaring of eyes which could belong only 
to devils or tigers. The pioneers, who as well as 
they could, had marked out a track, and a part of 
the advanced guard were devoured before they had 
been in the least apprised of their danger. The 
confusion that prevailed was extreme. Wolves^ 
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tigers, and otber canuTorous aoamaU, mvited by the 
howling of their coinpaxuoQ9« flocked together from 
every q,uarter. The cruahing of bones waa heard on 
all sidesi and a fearful mah of wings OYer head, for 
now Tiiltures also began to be of the party. 

The terror at length reached the main body of the 
troops which snrroiuided the monaxfih and his 
harem, at the distance of two leagujos from the 
scene. Vathek (yohiptuously reposed in his capa- 
cious litter upon cushions of silk, with two little 
pages beside him, of complexions more fail than 
the enamel of Franguestan, who were occupied in 
keeping off flies) -was soimdly asleep, and contem- 
plating in his dreams the treasuics of Soliman. The 
shrieks, howeyer, of his wives awoke him with n 
starts and instead of th« Giaour with his key of gold* 
he beheld Bababalouk full of constenrntion. 

** Sire,'' exclaimed this good servant of the most 
potent of monarchs, ** misfortune has arrived at ita 
height; wild beasts, who entertain no more re- 
verence for your sacced person than for that of a, 
dead ass, have beset your camels and their drivers : 
thirty of the richest laden are already become their 
prey, as well as all your confectioners, your cooks» 
and purveyors, and onleas our holy prophet should 
protect us, we shall have all ^ten our last meaL" 

At the mention of eatings the Cajiph lost all 
patience. He began to bellow, and even beat him- 
self, for there was no aeeing in the dark. The 
rumour every instant increased, and Bababalouk 
finding no good could be done with his master 
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stopped both liiB ears against the hurly-borly of the 
harem, and called out aloud : 

** Come, ladies and brothers ! all hands to work ? 
strike light in a moment ! never shall it be said that 
the commander of the faithfol served to regale these 
infidel brutes." 

Though there wanted not in this bevy of beauties 
a sufficient number of capricious and w&yward, yet, 
on the present occasion they were aH compliance. 
Fires were visible in a twinkling in aU their cages. 
Ten thousand torches were lighted at once. The 
Caliph himself eedzed a large one of wax ; every per- 
son followed his example ; and by kindling xopea 
ends dipped in oil and fastened on poles, an amazing 
blaee was spread. The rocks were covered with the 
splendour of sunshine. The trails of sparks waited 
by the wind, commtmicated to the dry fern, of 
which there was plenty. Serpents were observed 
to crawl forth firom their retreats with amazement 
and hissings, whilst the horses snorted, stamped ^e 
ground, tossed their noses in the air, and phmged 
about mtheut mercy. 

One of the forests of oedar that boirdered their 
way took fire, and the l»aiiches that overhung the 
pat^ extending their flames to the muslins and 
chintzes whidi covered the cages of I3ie ladies, 
obliged tbem to jump out at the peril of their necks. 
Ya^^ who vented on the occasion a thousand 
blasphemies, was himself compelled to touch with 
his sacred feet the naked earth. 

Never had such an incident happened before. 
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Full of mortification, shame and despondence, and 
not knowing how to walk, the ladies fell into the 
dirt. 

" Must I go on foot," said one. 

" Must I wet my feet," cried another. 

"Must I soil my dress," asked a third. 

*< Execrable Bababalonk," exclaimed all; ** Out- 
cast of hell ! what hadst thou to do with torches ? 
Better were it to be eaten by tigers than to £el11 into 
our present condition; we are for ever xmdone. 
Not a porter is there in the army, nor a currier of 
camels but hath seen some part of our bodies, and 
what is worse, our yery faces !*' 

On saying this, the most bashful amongst them 
hid their foreheads on the ground, whilst such as 
had more boldness flew at Bababalouk, but he, well 
apprised of their humour, and not wanting in 
shrewdness, betook himself to his heels along with 
his comrades, all dropping their torches and striking 
their tymbals. 

It was not less light than in the brightest of the 
dog-days, and the weather was hot in proportion; 
but how degrading was the spectacle, to behold the 
Caliph bespattered like an ordinary mortal ! As the 
exercise of his faculties seemed to be suspended, one 
of his Ethiopian wives (for he delighted in yariety) 
clasped him in her arms, threw him upon her shoul- 
der like a sack of dates, and finding that the fire was 
hemming them in, set off vdih no small expedition, 
coiisidenng the weight of her burden. The other 
ladies who had just learned the use of their feet 
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followed her; their guards galloped after; and the 
camd drivers brought up the rear as fast as their 
charge would permit. 

They^ soon reached the spot where the wild beasts 
had commenced the carnage, and which they had 
too much spirit to leave, notwithstanding the ap- 
proaching tumult, and the luxurious supper they 
had made. Bababalouk nevertheless seized on a 
few of the plumpest, which were unable to budge 
from the place, and began to flay them with ad- 
mirable adroitness. The cavalcade being got so far 
from the conflagration as that the heat felt rather 
grateful than violent, it was immediately resolved on 
to halt. The tattered chintzes were picked up ; the 
scraps left by the wolves and tigers interred; and 
vengeance was taken on some dozens of vultures 
that were too much glutted to rise on the wing. 
The camels which had been left immolest^d to make 
sal-ammoniac being numbered, and the ladies once 
more inclosed in their cages, the imperial tent was 
pitched on the levellest ground they could And. 

Yathek, reposing upon a mattrass of down, and 
tolerably recovered from the jolting of the Ethiopian, 
who, to his feelings seemed the roughest trotting 
jade he had hitherto mounted, called out for some- 
thing to eat ; but alas ! those delicate cakes which 
had been baked in silver ovens for his royal mouth, 
those rich manchets, amber comfits, flaggons of 
Schiraz wine, porcelain vases of snow, and grapes 
frx)m the banks of the Tigris, were all irremediably 
lost; and nothing had Babdbalouk to present in 
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their stead, but a roasted wolf, yultures a la daube, 
aromatic Kerbs of the most acrid poignancy, rotten 
truffles, boiled thistles, and such other wild, plants 
as must ulcerate the throat and parch up the tongue. 
Nor was he better provided in the article of drink, 
for he could procure nothing to accompany these 
irritating viands but a few phials of abominable 
brandy, which had been secrieted by tt^e sci^lions in 
their slippers. 

Yathek made wry faces at so savage a repast, and 
Bababaiouk answered them with shrugs and coi^- 
tortions. The Caliph however eat with tolerable 
appetite, and fell into a nap that lasted six hours. 
The splendour of the sun, refle^d from the white 
cliffs of the mountains in spite of the curtains that 
inclosed him, at length disturbed his repose. He 
awoke terrified, and stung to the quick by those 
wormwood-coloured flies which emit from their 
wings a suffocating stench. The miserable monarch 
was perplexed how to act, though his "vifits were not 
idle in seeking expedients, whilst Bababaiouk lay 
snoring amidst a swarm of those insects, that busily 
thronged to pay court to his nose. The little pages, 
famished with hunger, had dropped their fans on 
the ground, and exerted their dying voices in bitter 
reproaches on tiie Caliph, who now for the first time 
heard the language of truth* 

Thus stimidated, he renewed his imprecations 
against the Giaour, and bestowed upon Mahomet 
^ome soothing expressions. 

»♦ Where am I?" cried he; "What are these 
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diMdful 10^8 ; thflBeYaUeys of darkness? Are we 
azriyed at the honilile Kaf ? Is the Simurg^ oonmig 
to pluck out my ejes as a pvnishineiit lor under- 
taking this impious enteipiise V* 

Having said this, he bellowed like a ealf» and 
turned himself towards an outlet in the side of his 
pavilion. But alas! what objects occurred to his 
liew ! on one side a plain of black sand that ap- 
peared to be unbounded, and on the other perpen- 
dicular crags bristled over with those abominable 
thistles which had so severely lacerated his tongue. 
He Cuieied, however, that he perceived amongst the 
braahleB and briars some gigantic flowers, but was 
mistaken, for these were only the dangling palam- 
pores and variegated tatten of his gay retinue. As 
there were several clefts in the rock from whence 
water seemed to have flowed, Yathek applied his ear 
with the hope of catching the sound of some latent 
runnel, but could only distinguish the low murmurs 
of his people, who were repining at their journey, 
and complaining for the want of water. 

*' To "vdiat purpose," asked they, <* have we been 
brought hither ? HMih our Caliph another tower to 
build? or have the relentless Aficits whom Carathia 
so much loves, fixed in this place their abode }" 

At the name of Carathis, Yathek recollected the 
tablets he had received £rom his mother, who as- 
sured him they were fraught with preternatural 
qualities, and advised him to consult them as 
emergencies might require. Whilst he was en- 
gaged in turning them over, he heard a shout of joy, 

E 2 
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and aloud dA|»piag of kaadi* l%d eoxtainfl ol ha» 
pftviUoii -were toon iiAwn back^ and ha bekeid 
B«}»al»l«iik9 £Dllow«d hy a tvoop of hi« &ira«Dfite%. 
conducting two dwavfin aodk a ealnt liigk, idbo 
brought belwean them a large btAket of mebms, 
orangeBy aad poraegnouitea. They were naging in 
tho sweetest tooues the wovds that fofiow : 

** We dw^ on tiie top of theae rocka, ui a cahia 
ofrttBheaaad canes; the eaglea envy uaonr neatf 
a nmJl apnng suppliea ua with abdeal, and we daily 
repeat pzaiyeia whkdi the pvophet appsorea* We 
love yoa, O cemafuider of the fkifthf ul ! our aautet, 
^o good onirFakreddia, loves yo« also; hezwerca. 
in yo«r person the ticegeiettt of Mahomet* Lifetl» 
as we are, in na he confides; he hnewa our hearts 
to he good, as our bodies are eonleasptU>le, and hath 
plaeed us here to aid those who are hewildeied on 
these dreary mountains. Last night, whilsl w* 
were oecupied within oea oell in reading the holy 
koran, a sudden husricaae blew out aox h^ts and 
rocked our habitation. For two whole hours a 
palpaUe darkness pvevadled : hvt we heard sounds 
at a distsnee which we eonjectttrod to ptoeeed from 
the bells o€ a eafila, passing over the roeks. Ouv 
ears were soon filled with depiorable shrieks, fiight- 
f(il roarings, and tho sonmd <^ tymbala. ChiSIed 
with terror, we eon^uded that the Beggtal wit& his 
extserminating angels had a^t forth tiielr plagues 
on the earth. In the midst of these melancholy re- 
flections, we pnoeired flames of the deepest red 
glow m the horison, and fcMmd ounelyes in a few 
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nomeatB ooveied with flakes of file. Anuuted at so 
strange an appeazaoee^ we toek up tlie Tdiuine 
dictated hf the blessed inteUigenee, and kaeeUng 
b J the light of the fire that smouaded bb, we re- 
cited the verse which says : ' Put no trust in any 
thing but the merey of hi^Sfen; thaw is ae help 
save in the holy prophet^ the sumntain of Kaf 
itself may tremble ; it is tiie power of AUa only 
that eanaot be moved.' Aflter hsfiiig piOBOimeed 
these words» we fiett eonsolatioiii «nd our mindB 
were hi»hed into a sawed repose. Silence ensued, 
and our ears clearly distinguished a yoiee in the air, 
saying: 'Servants of myMthfnl servant, go down 
to the happy vaUey of Fafcreddin ; U3l him that an 
illuatiious o^ortuaity now offers to satiate the thirst 
of his hosjiitftble heart. The eommander of true 
believers is this day bewildered amongst these 
mountains, and staiMlB in neod of thy aid/ We 
obeyed wi^ joy the anylic'missioii, and our master, 
filled with pious sea^ hath culled wiA liis own 
hands these melons, oranges, and pomegranites. 
He is following us with a hun^bed dromedaries 
laden with the purest waters of his fovntams, and 
is coming to kiss thefiringe of your eonseerated robe, 
and implore you to enter his hiunUe habitatioa, 
which, placed amidst these barren wilds, resembles 
an emerald set in lead.'' 

The dwar& having endod their address^ remained 
still standing, and with hands croised upcm their 
bosoms, preserved a respectful silenoe. 

Yathck, in the midst of this curious hoxrangue 
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seised the basket, and long before it was finished, 
the fruits had dissolved in his month. As he con- 
tinued to eat, his piety increased, and in the same 
breath which recited his prayers, he called for the 
koran and sugar. 

Such was the state of his mind when the tablets, 
which were thrown by at the approach of the 
dwarft, again attracted his eye. He took them np^ 
but was ready to drop on the ground when he be- 
held, in large red characters, these words inscribed 
by Carathis, which were indeed enough to make 
him tremble. 

« Beware of thy old doctors, and their puny mes- 
singers of but one cubit high ; distrust their pious 
frauds ; and instead of eating their melons, impale 
on a spit the bearers of them. Shouldst thou be 
such a fool as to visit them, the portal of the sub- 
terranean palace will be shut in thy &ce, and with 
such force as shall shake thee asunder; thy body 
shaU be spit upon, and bats will engender in thy 
belly." 

**To what tends this ominous rhapsody?" cries 
the Caliph ; and must I then perish in these deserts 
with thirst, whilst I may refresh myself ia the 
valley of melons and cucumbers ? Accursed be the 
Giaour with his portal of ebony ! he hath made me 
dance attendance too long already. Besides, who 
shall prescribe laws to me? I, forsooth, must not 
enter any one's habitation ! Be it so, but what one 
can I enter that is not my own." 

iPababalouk, who lost not a syllable of tliis so* 
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liloquy, applauded it with all his heart; and the 
ladies, for the first time, agreed with him in opinion. 

The dwarfs were entertained, caressed, and seated 
with great oeremony on little cushions of satin. 
The symmetry of their persons was the suhject of 
criticism ; not an inch of them was stifiSsred to pass 
unexamined. Nick>nacks and dainties were offered 
in pro^sion, hut all were declined '^th respectful 
gravity. They clambered tip the sides of the Caliph's 
seat, and placing themselyes each on one of his 
shoulders, began to whisper prayers in his ears. 
Their tongues quivered like the leaves of a poplar, 
and the patience of Yathek was almost fexhatisted, 
when the acclamations of the troops announced the 
approach of I^akreddin, who was come with a hun- 
dred old grey-beards, and as many korans and 
dromedaries. They instantly set about their ablu- 
tions, and began to repeat the Bismillah. Yathek, 
to get rid of these officious monitors, followed their 
example, for his hands were burning. 

The good Emir, who was punctiliously religious, 
and likewise a great dealer in compliments, made an 
harrangue five times more prolix and insipid than 
his harbingers had already delivered. The Caliph, 
unable any longer to retrain, exclaimed : 

" Por the love of Mahomet, my dear Fakreddin, 
have done ! let us proceed to your valley, and en- 
joy the fruits that heaven hath vouchsafed you. 
Tlie hint of proceeding put all into motion. The 
venerable attendants of the emir set forwai*d some- 
what slowly, but Yathek having ordered his little 
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pages, in private^ to goad on the dromedaries, loBd 
fits of laughter broke forth from the cagos, for the 
imwieldly curyettiiig of these poor beasts, and the 
ridlculoiffi distress of their superannuated ridera 
afforded the ladies no small entertainment. 

They descended, however, imhurt into the ralley, 
by the large s-teps which the emir had cut in the 
rock ; and already the murmuring of streams and 
the rustling of leaves began to catch their attention. 
The cavalcade soon entered a path» which was 
skirted by flowering shrubs^ and extended to a vast 
wood of palm-trees whose branches overspread a 
building of hewn stone. This edifice was crowned 
with nine domes, and adorned with as many portals 
of bronze, on which was engraven the fallowing 
inscription : 

** This is the asylum of pilgrims, the refuge of 
travellers, and the depository of secrets for all parts 
of the world." 

Nine pages beautiful as the day, and clothed in 
robes of Egyptian linen, very long and very modesty 
were standing at each door. Tliey received the 
whole retinue with an easy and inviting air. Four 
of the most amiable placed the Caliph on a magnifi- 
cent taktrevan ; four others, somewhat less grac^ful^ 
took charge of Bababalouk, who capered for joy at 
the snug little cabin that fell to his share ; the pages 
that remained, waited on the rest of the train. 

When every thing masculine was gone out of 
sight, the gate of a large inclosure on the right 
turned on its harmonious hinges, and ayo\mg female 
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of a slender form came forth. Her lig^ brown hair 
floated in the hazy breeze of the twilight. A troop 
of young maidens^ Hke the Pleiades, attended her 
on tip-toe. They hastened to the pavilions that 
contained the sultanas ; and the yottng lady grace' 
folly bencUng said to them: 

** Charming princesses, erery thing is ready ; wv 
have prepared beds for your repose, and str«wed 
your apartments with jasamine; no insects will keep 
off slumber from yifiiting your eyelids ; we will dis- 
pel them wi^ a thousand plumes. Come then^ 
amiable ladies 1 refresh your ddlicate feet and your 
iToay limbs in baths of rose water, and by the light 
of perfumed lamps your servants will amuse you 
with tales." 

The sultanas accepted with pleasure these obliging 
offers, and followed the young lady to the emir's 
harem, where we must for a mcmient leave them 
and return to the Caliph. 

Yathek foimd himself beneath a vast dome Illu- 
minated by a thousand lamps of rock crystal, as 
many vases of the same material filled with excellent 
sherbet sparkled on a large table, whore a profusion 
of viands were spread. Amongst others were sweet- 
breads stewed in milk of almonds, sa&on soups» 
and lamb a la creme, of all of which Uie Caliph ww- 
amazingly fond. He took of each as nmch as he 
was able ; testified his sense of the emix*s friendship 
by the gaiety of his heart ; and made the dwarfs 
dance against their will ; for these little devotees 
diirst not refuse the commander of the faithftxl. At 
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last he spread himsdf on the Mfa ahd slept sduncler 
than he had ever before. 

Bexieath this dome a general silence prevailed, for 
there Was nothmg to disturb it bdt the jaws Of 
Bababalonk, who had imtmssed himself td eat With 
greater advantage^ being anxious to make ainends 
£nr his fast in Ibe monntains. As his spirits were 
too high to admit of his sleeping, and not loving to 
be idle, he proposed with himself to visit the harem, 
and repair to his ciiarge of the ladles, to iwrmninA if 
they had been properly lubricated witii the balm of 
Mecca, if their eyesbroWa and treases yretH iii dhler, 
and in a word, to p^tlbnn all the little offices they 
might need. He sought for a long time together, 
but without being able to find out the door. He 
durst not speak aloud for fear of disturbing the 
Caliph, and not a soul was stirring in the precincts 
of the palace. He almost despaired of effecting his 
purpose, when a low whispering just reached his 
ear : it came from the dwarfs, who were returned to 
their did occupation, and for the nine hundred and 
ninety-ninth time in their lives were reading oVet 
the koran. They very politely ihviied ^ababalouk 
to be of their party, but his h^ui was fiill of other 
concerns. The dwar^, tbougk scandalised at his 
dissolute morals, directed him to the apartments he 
wanted to find. His Way thither lay through a 
hundred dark corridors, along which he g^ped as 
he W6tit, and at last bbgan to catbh, firom the eit- 
tremity of a passage, the charming gossiping of 
women, which Hot a little deUghted his heart. 
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** Ah, ah ! what not yet asleep ?" cried he, and 
taking long Btrideft as he spoke^ ** did you not sus- 
pect me of abjitring my charge? I stayed but to 
finish what mjr master had left.'' 

Two df the bladk eiintlchs on heariiig a TOiee so 
loud detached a party m haste, Mibre in hand, to 
' discover the cause, but presently was repeated on 
all sides: 

•< 'Tis only Bababalouk, no one butBababalouk!*' 

This cireamspect guardian haying gone up to a 
thin reil of carnation ccdour silk that hung before 
the dtiOTway, distingtdshed by means of a softened 
splendour that shone through it, Ah dtal bath ai 
dark porphyry surrounded by curtaihs festooned 
in large folds. Through the a^>ertures between 
them, as they were not drawn dose, groups of young 
slaves were visible, amongst whom Bababalouk per- 
ceived his pupils indulgingly expanding their arms, 
as if to embrace the perfumed water, and refresh 
themselves after their fktigues. The looks of tender 
langour, their confidential whispers, and the en- 
chanting smiles with which they were imparted, 
the ezquiidte fragtanoe of the roses, all coml^ed to 
inspire a vriluptuousness "v^ch even Bababalouk 
himself was scarce able to withstand. 

He summoned up, however, his usual solemnity, 
and in the peremptory tone of authority coitamlinded 
the ladies instantly to leave the bath. Whilst he 
was issuing these mandates, the young Noturonihat, 
daughter of the emir, who was sprightly as an 
antelope, and fiiB of wanton gaiety, beckoned one 
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of her skves to let down the great sivitig, whieb. 
was suspended to the ceUiog by ooids df silh* and 
whilst this was doing winked to her eomi^anionft m. 
the bath, who chagrined to be £c«ced from ao 9&0mi9 
a state o£ indoleiic«^ began to twist it rvimd Baba* 
balouk, and tease him with a thousand vagaiies. 

When Nouronihar pereeired that he was ex- 
hausted with fiBitigue» she accosted him with aa ar^ 
air of respectful ooneeii>» and said : 

«< My lord, it is not by any meaoa 4«eeat that the 
chief eonueh of the Galiph our soTereign shonld 
thus continue standing, ddgn but to recline your 
graceful person upon this sofa, wlach will burst 
%vith vexation if it have not the honour to receiye 
you." 

Caught by these flattering accent Bababalonk 
gallantly replied : 

**Ddight of the apple oi my eye! I aceept th^ 
invitation of thy honied lips^ and to say truthf my 
senses are dazzled with the radiance that beamB 
from thy charms." 

<* Bepose, then, at your ease," repUed the beauty* 
and placed him on the pretended s<^ which* 
quicker than lightning, gave way all at once* The 
rest of the women having aptly conceived her de- 
sign, sprang nalied firom the bath and plied the 
swing with such unmerciful jerks, that it swept 
through the whole compass of a very lofty dome, 
and took horn the poor victim all power of respira- 
tion« Sometimes his feet rased ^ surface of the 
water^ and at others the skyli|^t almost flattened 
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his nose. In ynAtk did Ke pleree the aiy ^th th€ 
cfies of a Toloe that rtBomUled the tinging dT t 
cfoeked baoin, for thek* peaks of kraghter were etill 
more predominant. 

Nourofiihar m the faieMety of youthful spfrits 
being need only to ennnefae of ordinary harenus and 
hftTing never eeen any tUing so royal and diagnating, 
was far more ^rerted than all of the rest, ttio 
began to parody soo&e Pen^Mi "nanm^ and snng with 
an aceest moat demuxely piquant : 

" O gentle white dove as thoa soar'st through the air, 
Tonchsafe one Und gfamee on the mate of thy love : 
IfelodkNw PMIOBael I am fhy raae; 
Wailile aan* coQvlet to laviili njr bean r' 



The enltanas and their slayes stimulated by these 
pleasantries persevered at the swing with such un- 
remitted assiduity, that at length the cord which 
had secured it snapped suddenly asunder, and Baba- 
balouk fell floundering like a turtle to the bottom 
of the bath. This aoeident occasioned a uniTersal 
shout. Twelve Httle doom till now nnobsnved flew 
open at once, and the ladies in an instant made their 
escape, after throwing aQ the towels on his head, 
and putting out the lights that remained. 

The deplorable animal, in water to the chin, 
overwhelxned with darkness, aitd unable to extrieate 
himself from the warp that embacrrafised him, waa 
still doomed to hear for hie farther consolation, the 
fresh bursts of merriment his^disaeter ooeasioned. 
He bustled but in vam to get from the bath, for the 
margin was become so slippery with tho oil spilt in 
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bieakinsr the laa^, that Bt«¥«rf effoxt 1m slid badt 
with a plunge, which^ fcaouaded aloud through the 
hi^w of tha dome. These cursed peals of lauc^iter 
at eyery relapse irere redoubled, and her 'whq 
thought the place infiMted rather by devils than 
women, resolyed to cease groping, and abide in the 
bath, where he amiised himnplf with soliloquies 
interspersed with impfeoations, of whiph his mali- 
Aous neigfabourst reclining on down, suffered not 
An accent to escape. In this delectable plight the 
morning surprised him. The Caliph, wondering at 
his absence, had caused hiTp to be eYer]rwhere sou^it 
for. At last he was drawn forth almost smothered 
from the whisp of linen, and wet even tothemaaeow. 
limping, and chattering his teeth, he appeared 
before his master, who inquired what was the mat- 
ter, and how he came soused in so strange a pickle. 

" And why did you enter this cursed lodge ?" 
answered Bababalouk, gruffly. <* Ought a monardi 
like you to Tisit with his harem the abode of a grey 
bearded emir who knows nothing of life? And 
with what gracious damsels does the place too 
abound ! Fancy to yourself how they haye soaked 
me like a burnt crust, and made me dance like a 
jack-pudding the live-long night through on their 
damnable swing. What an excellent lesson for 
your sultanas to follow, into whom I have instUled 
such reserve and decorum V 

Yathek, compreheiding not a syllable of all this 
invectiye, obliged him to relate minutely the trans- 
iM^tioD ; but Instead of sympathising with tho 
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device Qf t^^e swing, a^id l^e figuz^t of BababfdoiU^ 
Bioaxxfing i^K>n it. The stung eunuch, oould scarcely 
preserye the semblance of respect. 

*' Aye, laugh my lord !■ laugh,'' said l^e, M|)ut I 
wish thjslfpurqnihar wquld play some txick on you; 
she }B tpQ -wicked to spare eren majesty itself." 

These words made for the present but a slight 
impression on the Caliph, but they nqt long aftq: 
reci^rred \o his mind. 

This conversation was cut short by Pakreddin, 
who came to request that Yath^ would join in the 
prayers and ablutions to be solemnized on a spacious 
meadow, wateiBed by innumerable streams. The 
Caliph foipid tlie waters refreshing, but the prayers 
abominably irksome. He diverted himself however 
with the multitude of Calenders, Santpqs, and Der^ 
vises who were continually coming and going, but 
especially with the Brahmins, Faquirs, fmd other 
enthusiasts, who had travelled from the heart o| 
India, and halted on their way with the emir 
Tl^ese latter had each of them some mummery 
peculiar tP himself. One dragged a huge chain 
where ever h^ went* another an ourang-outang, . 
whilst a third was fur|)ished w^th scourges, and all 
performed to i^ charm, Sqme clambered up trees, 
nplding one foot in the air; others poised them- 
selves oyer a Bre, and without mercy fillipped iheif 
noses. There were some amongst them that che- 
rished vermin, which were not ungratefiil in re- 
quiting their caresseSf llicse rambling fuiatics 
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revolted the hearts of the Dervises, the Calenders, 
and Santons; however the vehemence of their 
aversion soon subsided under the hope that the pre- 
sence of the Caliph would cure their folly, and 
convert them to the Mussulman faith. But alas ! 
how great was their disappointment! for Vathek, 
instead of preaching to them, treated them as buf- 
foons ; bade them present his compliments to Tisno w 
andlxhora, and discovered a predilection for a squat 
old man from the Isle of Serendfl), who was more 
ridiculous than any of the rest. 

"Come," said he, **for the love of your gods, 
bestow a few slaps on your chops to amuse me.*^ 

The old fellow offended at such an address began 
loudly to weep; but as he betrayed a villainous 
drivelling in his tears, the Caliph turned his back 
and listened to Bababalouk, who whispered, whilst 
he held the umbrella over him : 

"Your majesty should be cautious of this odd 
assembly, which hath been collected I know not for 
what. Is it necessary to exhibit such spectacles to 
a mighty potentate, with intexludes of talapoins 
more mangy than dogs ? Were I you, I would com- 
mand a fire to be kindled, and at once purge the 
earth of the emir, his harem, and all his menagery." 

" Tush, dolt,'' answered Vathek, " and know that 
all this infinitely charms me. Nor shall I leave the 
meadow till I have visited every hive of these pious 
mendicants." 

Where ever the Caliph directed his course, objects 
of pity were sure to swarm roimd him : the blind, 
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the purblind, smarts -without noses, damsels with- 
out ears, each to extol the munificence of Fakreddin, 
who, as w^ as his attendant grey-beards, dealt 
about gratis plasters and cataplasms to all that 
applied. At noon a superb corps of cripples made 
its appearance ; and soon after advanced by platoons 
on the plain tiie completest association of invalids 
that had ever been embodied till then. The blind 
wenit groping with the blind ; the lame limped on 
together ; and the maimed made gestures to each 
other with the only arm that remained. The sides 
of a considerable waterfall were .crowded by the 
deaf„ amongst whom were some from Pegu, with 
ears uncommonly handsome and large, but were 
still less able to hear than the rest. Nor were there 
wanting others in abundance with hump backs, 
wenny necks, and even horns of an exquisite polish. 
The emir, to aggrandize the solemnity of the 
festival in honour of his illustrious visitant, ordered 
the turf to be spread on all sides with skins and 
table cloths, upon which were served up for the 
good mussulmans pilaus of every hue, with other 
orthodox dishes, and by the express order of Yathek, 
who was shamefully tolerant, small plates of abomi- 
nations for regaling the rest. This prince on seeing 
BO many mouths put in motion began to think it 
time for employing his own. In spite, therefore, of 
every remonstrance from the chief of his eunuchs, 
he resolved to have a dinner dressed on the spot. 
The complaisant emir immcdmtely gave orders for 
a table to be placed in the shade of the willows. 
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The first Bervice consisted of fish, which they draw* 
from a river flowing orer ssmds of gold, at the foot 
of a lofty hill : these were hroikd as fast as taken, 
and served up with a sanee of vinegar and small 
horbs that grew on Mount Sinai; for everything 
with the emir was excellent and pious. 

The dessert was not quite set on when the sound 
of lutes from the hill was repeated by the echoes of 
1^ neighbouring mountains. The Cali^ with an 
emotion ci pleasure and Burprise> had no sooner 
raised up his head than a handfiil (^ jasamine drop- 
ped on his face. An abundance of tittering suc- 
ceeded this fiiolic, and instancy appeared through 
the bushes tSie elegant forms of sevco'al yoinng f»iidea, 
skipping and boun^ng lake roes. The firagtanee 
diffused from ^&i hair strodt the sense of Y athek, 
who in an ecstacy, suspending his r^mst, said to 
Bababalouk : 

** Are the Penes come down from their spheres? 
Note her in particular whose form is bo perfect^ 
venturously running on the brink of the preci^pice, 
and turning back her head as regardless of nothing 
but the graoeftd flow of her robe. With what 
captivating impatience doth she contend witiil^ 
bushes for her veil ? could it be she who threw the 
jasamine at me ^" 

** Aye, she it was ; and you too would she throw 
from the top of the rock," answered Bftbabalouk, 
*'for that is my good friend Nouronihar, who so 
kindly lent me her swing. My dear kxrd and mas- 
ter," added he, twisting a twig that hung by the 
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lind from a wUlow, ** let me coxreet Ker for her want 
of respect : the emir will have ao reason to com- 
plaln, since (bating what I owe to his piety) he la 
much to be censured for keeping a troop of girls on 
the mountains* whose sharp air gives their blood 
too brisk a circulation*" 

** Peace* blaaphemer I said the Caliph t lapeak not 
thus of het who orer her moam tains leads my heart 
A willing captiTe. Contrive » rather* that my eyes 
may be fixed upopa hers — ^that X may respire her 
aweet brftathi as she bcmnda p iwili pg fll oii g thp iy 
delightful wUds !" 

On eaying these words, Yathek extended his ajczns 
towards the hill, and directing his eyes n^th an 
anxiety unknown to him before, endeavoured to 
keep within view the object that enthralled his 
soul ; but her course was as difUcult to follow as the 
flight of one of those beautiiul blue butterflies of 
Cachme^» which are at once so yolatile and rare. 

The CaUph, not satisfied with seeing, wished also 
to hear Kouronihari and eagerly tinned to catch 
the sound of her voice. At last he distinguished 
her whispering to one of her companions behind the 
thicket from whence she had thrown the jasamine : 
. ** A CaUph, it must be owned, is a fine thing to 
see, but my little Gulchenrouz is much more 
amiable ; one lock of his hair is of more value to me 
than the richest embroidery of the Indies. J had 
rather that his teeth should mischievously press my 
finger, than the richest ring of the imperial treasure* 

p2 
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Where hare you left him, Sutlememe? and why is 
he now not-here ?" 

The agitated Caliph still wished to hear more, but 
she immediately retired with all her attendants. 
The fond monarch pursued her with his eyes tOl she 
was gone out of sight, and then continued like a 
bewildered and benighted traveller, from whom the 
clouds had obscured the constellation that guided 
his way. The curtain of night seemed dropped 
before him — ererything appeared discoloured. The 
felling wat'iTS filled his soul with dejection, and his 
tears trickleu dpwn the jasamines he had caught 
from Nouronihar, and placed in his inflamed bosom« 
He snatched up a shining pebble to remind him of 
the scene where he felt the first tumults of love. 
Two hours were elapsed, and evening drew on before 
he could resolve to depart frt>m the place. He 
often, but in vain, attempted to go : a soft langour 
enervated the powers of his mind. Extending him- 
self on the brink of the stream, he turned his eyes 
towards the blue summits of the mountain, and 
exclaimed : 

"What concealest thou behind thee? what is 
passing in thy solitudes? Whither is she gone? 
O heaven! perhaps she is now wandering in the 
grottoes with her happy Gulchenrouz !" 

In the mean time the damps began to descend, 
and the emir, solicitous for the health of the Caliph, 
ordered the imperial litter to be brought. Vatbek, 
absorbed in his reveries, was imperceptibly removed 
and conveyed back to the saloon that received him 
the evening before. 
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But let us leave the Caliph immersed in his new 
passion, and attend Nouronihar beyond the rocks, 
where she had again jpined her beloved Gulchen- 
rouz. This Gulchenrouz was the son of All Hassan, 
brother to the emir, and the most delicate and lovely 
creature in the world. Ali Hassan, who had been 
absent ten years on a voyage to the unknown seas, 
committed at his departure this child, the only 
survivor of many, to the care and protection of his 
brother. Gulchenrouz could write in various cha- 
racters with precision, and paint upon vellum the 
most elegant arabesques that fancy could deviso. 
His sweet voice accompanied the lute in the most 
enchanting manner ; an4 when he simg the loves of 
Megnoun and Leileh, or sonuB unforttmate lovers of 
ancient days, tears insensibly overflowed the cheeks 
of his auditors. The verses he composed (for like 
Megnoun, he too was a poet) pispired that unresist- 
ing langour so frequently fatal jo the female heart. 
The women all dqated np.Qn him, for though he had 
p9«sed his thiiteenth year, they still detained him 
in the harem. His dancing was light as the gos- 
samer waved by the zephyrs of spring ; but his arms 
which twined so gracefully with those of the young 
girls in the dance, could neither dart the lance in 
the chase, nor curb the steeds that pastured his 
uncle's domains. The bow, however, he drew with 
a certain aim, and would have excelled his com- 
petitors in the race, could he have broken the ties 
that bound him to Nouronihar. 

^e two brothers had mutually engaged their 
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children to each other; and Kouronihar lored 
her cousin more than her eyes. Both had the same 
tastes and amnsements ; the same long languishing 
looks ; the same tresses ; the same feir complexions; 
and when Gnlchenrouz appeared in the dress of his 
cousin, he seemed to be more feminine than eyen 
herself. If at any lime he left the harem to Tisit 
Fakreddin, it was with all the bashfulness of a fBkwn 
l&at consciously yentures froAi tlie lair of its dam ; 
he was howeyer wanton enough to modt the solemn 
old grey-beards to whom he was subject, tSioagli 
sure to be rated without mercy in ;retum. "Whei- 
eyer this happened, he would plunge into the 
recesses of the harem, and sobbing take reiUge in 
the arms of Nouronihar, who loyed eyen his &ults 
beyond the yirtues of others. 

It fell out this eyening that after leaying the 
Caliph in the meadow, she ran with Gidchenrouz 
oyer the green sward of the mountain that sheltered 
the yale, where Fakreddin had chosen to reside. 
The sun was dilated on the edge of the horizon ; and 
the young people, whose fancies were lively and 
inyentiye, imagined they beheld in the gorgeous 
clouds of the west the domes of Shadukiam and 
Ambreabad, where the Penes have fixed their abode. 
Nouronihar, sitting on the slope of the hill, sup- 
ported on her knees the perfumed head of Gulchen- 
rouz. The air was calm, and no sound stiiTed but 
the yoices of other young girls who were drawing 
cool water £rom the streams below. The unexpected 
arriyal of the Caliph, and the splendour that marked 
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his appearance, had already filled mth emotion the 
ardent soul of Nouronihar. Her vanity irresistibly 
prompted her to pique the prince's attention, and thk 
she before took good care to effect whilst he picked 
up the jasamine she had thrown upon him. But 
when Gulchenrouz asked after the flowers he had 
culled for her bosom, Kouroxuhar was all in con- 
fusion. She hastily kissed his forehead, arose in a 
flutter, and walked with unequal steps on the border 
of the precipice. Night advanced, and the pure 
gold of the setting sun had yielded to a sanguine red, 
the glow of which, like the reflection of a burning 
furnace, flushed Nouronihar's animated countenance. 
Gulchenrouz alarmed at the agitation of his cousin, 
Baid to her with a supplicating accent : 

<( Let us be gone ; the sky looks portentious : the 
tamarii^s tremhle more than common ; and the raw 
wind drills my Tery heart. Come, let us be gono, 
'tis a meilandu}ly night.''*' 

Then taking hold of her hand he drew it towards 
the path ho besought her to go. Nomnmihar un- 
consciously followed the attraction, for a thousand 
strange imaginations occupied her spirit. She passed 
the large round of honeysuekles, her favourite resort, 
without ever vouchsafing it a glance, yet Qulchon- 
rouz could not help snatching off a few shoots in his 
way, though he ran as if a wild beast were behind. 

The yoimg females seeing him approach in such 
haste, and according to custom expecting a dance, 
instantly assembled in a circle and took each other 
by the hand, but Gulchenrouz coming up out of 
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breathy fell down at once on the grass. This acel* 
dent struck with consternation the whole of thk 
frolicsome party, whilst Nouronihax, half distracted, 
and overcome both by the violence of her exercise 
and the tumult of her thoughts, sunk feebly down 
at his side, cherished his cold hands in her bosom, 
and chafed his temples with a fragrant xmgent. At 
length he came to himself, and wrapping up his 
head in the robe of his cousin, entreated that she 
would not return to the harem. He was afraid of 
being snapped at by Shaban his tutor, a wrinkled 
old eunuch of a surly disposition, for having 
interrupted the stated walk of Nouronihar, he 
dreaded lest the churl should take it amiss. The 
whole of this sprightly group, sitting round upon a 
mossy knole, began to entertain themselves with 
various pastimes, whilst their superintendants the 
eimuchs were gravely convei-sing at a distance. 
The nurse of the emir's ' daughter observing her 
pupil sit ruminating with her eyes on the ground, 
endeavoured to amuse her with diverting tales, to 
which Gulchenrouz, who had already forgotten his 
inquietudes, listened with a breathless attention. 
He laughed ; he clapped his hands ; and passed a 
hundred little tricks on the whole of the company, 
without omitting the eunuchs, whom he provoked 
to run after him, in spite of their age and 
decripitude. 

During these occurrences the moon arose, the 
wind subsided, and the evening became so serene 
and inviting that a resolution was taken to sup on 
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the spot. Sutlememe, who excelled in dressiog a 
salad, haying filled large bowls of porcelain with 
eggs of small birds, curds turned with citron juice* 
slices of cucumber, and the inmost leaves of ddicate 
herbs, handed it round from one to another, and gave 
each their shares in a large spoon of cocknos. 
Gulchenrouz nestling as usual in the bosom of 
Nouromhar, pouted out his yermillion little lips 
against the ofier of Sutlememe, and would take it 
only from the hand of his cousin, on whose mouth 
he hung like a bee inebriated with the quintescence 
of flowers. One of the eunuchs ran to fetch melons, 
whilst others were employed in showering down 
almonds from the branches that overhung this 
amiable party. 

In the midst of this festive scene there appeared a 
light on the top of the highest moimtain, which 
attracted the notice of every eye. This light was 
not less bright than the moon when at full, and 
might have been taken for her had it not been that 
the moon was already risen. The phenomenon 
occasioned a geQeral surprise, and no one could 
conjecture the cause. It cpuld not be a fire, for the 
light was clear and bluish; nor had meteors erer 
been seen of that magnitude or splendour. This 
strange light faded for a moment, and immediately 
renewed its brightness. It first appeared motion- 
less at the foot of the rock, whence it darted in an 
inst^^t to sparkle in a thicket of palm trees, from 
thence %% glide4 along the torrent, and at last 4^9d 
in a glen that was parrow and dark. The moment 
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it had taken Its direetion, QNiIcImbskhis, wlioco heu».», 
always trembled at my thing midden or rate, drew 
Nouronihar by the robe, and aazkraely reqpfteetod 
her to return to the harem, The womea were iut- 
portunate in eeconding the entreaty^ but the etiriofiity 
of the emir's daughter prevailed. She not only re- 
fosed to go back, but resolved at all hazards to 
pursue the appearance, Whilst they were debatmg 
what vras best to be done, the light shot forth bo 
dazsfing a blaze that they all fled away shrieking. 
Nonroirihar fbUlowed tiiem a few steps, but ooeiing 
to the turn of a little bye path stopped, and went 
back akme. As titke ran wi^ an alertness pecnliar 
to herself, it was not long before she came to the 
place where they had just been supping. The globe 
of firs now appeared stationary in i^ glen, and 
burned in majestie stillness. Nourwuhar eom- 
pressing her hands upon her bosqgii, hesitated for 
some moments to advance. The sdltude of her 
situation was new ; the s^ence of the night awfoii 
and every object inspired sensations which tiU then 
f/he never had feH. The «fi&ight tiC Gukhesrotta 
recurred to her mind; and she * themaand tunes 
tqmed to go badt, but this lamineiis appearance 
was always before her. Urged on by an iivesistible 
impulse, she continued to approach it in defianoe 
of every obstacle that opposed her progress. 

At length she arrived at the opening of the glen, 
but instead of coming up to the li^t, she found 
herself surrounded by darkness, except that at a 
considerable distance a f^int spark glimmered by 
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fits. "Ske stopped a seeond time: the eovnd of 
wmterfidls mingliBg thdr murmnrB, the hollow 
rustlings amongst the palm braaohes, and the fune- 
xeel scresans of 1^ birds firom their rifted trunks, 
all ooBspized to fill her wil^ terror. She imagined 
every moment that she trod on some venomons 
futile. All the stories of malignant Biyes, and 
dssmal OonleB thronged into her memory, hut her 
curiositjr was notwithstanding more predominant 
than her fears. She Hierefiyre firmly entered a 
windfaig track that led towards tiie spuk, bnt being 
a stranger to the path, she had not gone fiir till she 
began to repent of her rashness. 

'*Al9»V* said Ae, "Hhat 1 wei« but in those 
seeure and ifiuminated apartaieats where my eyen- 
iags glided on with Gulehensone ! Dear child, how 
would thy heart flutter wt& terror wert thou wan- 
dering in these wild s<^t%ides like me." 

At tbe close of this apostrophe she regained her 
road, and coming to steps hewn out in the rock 
ascended them undismayed. The light, which was 
now gradually enlarging, i^>peered aboye her on the 
summit of the moont^n. At length she distin- 
guished a plaintiye and melodious union of yoices 
proceeding frcMn a swt of eayem, that resembled the 
diiges which are sung oyer tombs. A sound like- 
wise like that which arises from the filling of baths, 
at the same time struck her ear. She continued 
ascending, and discoyered large wax torches in full 
blase planted here and Hiere in the iissures of the 
zock. This preparation filled hei with fear, whilst 
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the subtle and potent odour which the torches «c- 
haled caused her to sink almost lifiBless at th# 
entrance of the grot. 

Casting her eyes within in this kind of trance, she 
beheld a large cistern of gold filled with a water, 
whose vapour distilled on her faoe a dew of the 
essence of roses. A soft symphony resounded 
through the grot. On the sides of the cistern she 
noticed appendages of royalty ; diadems and feathers 
of the heron, all q^Uing with carbunkles. Whilst 
her attention was fixed on this display of magnifi- 
cence, the music ceased, and a yoice instantly 
demanded : 

** For what monarch were these torches kindled, 
this bath prepared, and these habiliments? whit^ 
belong not only to the soyereigns of t^ earth, bat 
even to the taUsmanic ponders !" 

To which a second voice answered : 

" Tl^ey are for the charming daughter of the emir 
Fakreddin." 

"What," repHed the first;, "fc^that triflerwho 
cpnsumes her time with a giddy child, immersed in 
softness, and who at best cann^ake but an enervated 
husband?" 

f'And can she," rejoined the other voice, "be 
amused with such empty trifles, whilst the Caliph, 
the sqyereign of the world, he who is destined to 
enjoy the treasures of the preadimite sultans, a 
prince six feet high, and whose eyes pervade tho 
inmost soul of a female, is inflamed 'v^tb the love of 
her? no, she will be wise enough to answer that 
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passion alone that can aggrandize her glory. No 
doubt she will, and despise the puppet of her fancy ; 
then all the riches this place contains, as well as the 
carbuncle of Giamschid shall be hers." 

" You judge right," returned the first voice, " and 
I haste to Istakhar to prepare the palace of subterra- 
nean fire fbr the reception of the bridal pair." 

The voices ceased, the torches were extinguished, 
the most entire darkness succeeded, and Nouronihar 
recovering with a start, found herself reclined on a 
sofa in the harem of her father. She clapped her 
hands, and immediately came together Gulchenrouz 
and her women, who, in despair at having lost her, 
had despatched eunuchs to seek her in every direc- 
tion. Shaban appeared with the rest, and began to 
reprimand her with an air of consequence : 

"little impertinent," said he, "whence got you 
&]se keys } or are you beloved of some genius l^at 
hath given you a picklock ? • I will try the extent of 
your power ; come, to your chamber ! through the 
two ricy-lights, and expect not the company of 
GulchoDrouz. Be expeditioxis ! I wiU shut you up 
in the double tower." 

At these menaces Nouronihar indignantly raised 
her head, opened on Shaban her black eyes, which 
since the important dialogue of the enchanted grot 
were considerably enlarged, and said : 

" Qo, speak thus to slaves ! but leam to reverence 
her who is b<^ to give laws, and subject all to het> 
power." 
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She was proceeding in the same style, but -was 
interrupted by a sudden exclamation of, 

"The CaUph! the CaUph !" 

The curtains at onoe were thrown Qpen, and the 
slaves prostrate in double rows, whilst poor little 
Qulchenrouz hid himself beneath the elevation of a 
sofsL. At first appeared a file of Uack eunuchs 
trailing after themloxig trains of muslin embroid^ered 
with gold, and holding in their hands censers, whiclji 
dispensed as they passed the grateful perfume of the 
wood of aloes. Next marched Bababalouk with a 
solemn strut» and tossing his head as not oyer pleased 
at the visit. Yathek cam? close after superbly 
robed ; his gait vi^ unembarrassed and noble, And 
his presence would have engaged admiration, tho^^ 
he had not been the aovereijgpa of the world. He 
aj^roached Nouronihar with a throbbing h^art, and 
seemed enraptured at the full effulgence of her X9^ 
diant eyes, of which he had before caught but a few 
glimpses; but she instantly depressed t^em, and 
her confusion augmented her beauty. 

Bababalouk, who was a tiiorough adept in coinci- 
dences of this nature, and knew that the worst gam? 
should be played with the best face, immediately 
made a signal for all to retire, and ^o sooner did he 
perceive beneath t^e sofa the little one's feet, than 
he drew him forth without ceremjony, set him upon 
his shoulden, aqid ^visbied on him as he went o^ a 
thousand odious caresses. Gulchenrouz cried oul^ 
and resisted till his cheeks became the colour of the 
blossom of the pomegranite, and the tears that 
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started into hla eyes shot forth a gleam of indigna* 
tion. He cast a significant glance at Nouronihar, 
"Which the Caliph noticing, asked : 

** Is that then your Gnlchenrouz i" 

" Sovereign of the world/' answered she, *' spare 
my cousin, whose innocence and gentleness desenre 
not your anger I" 

"Take comfort," said Vathek with a smile, "he 
U in good hands. Bababalouk is fond of children, 
and never goes without sweetmeats and comfits." 

The daughter of Fakreddin was abashed; and 
suffered Qulohenroux to be borne away without 
adding a word. The tumult of her bosom betrayed 
her confusion ; and Vathek becoming still more im-' 
passioned, gave a loose to his firency, which had only 
not subdued the lest faint strugglings of reluctance, 
when the emir suddenly bursting in, threw his face 
upon the ground at tiie feet of the Caliph, and 
said: 

" Commander of the faithful, abase not yourself 
to ike meanness of your slave." 

"No, emiar," replied Yathek, "I raise her to an 
equality with myself; I declare her my wife; and 
the glory of your race shall extend firom one genera- 
tion to another." 

"Alas ! my lord," said Fakreddin, as he plucked 
off the honoiirs of his beard, " cut short the days of 
your futhful servant rather than force him to depart 
from his word. Nouronihar, as her hands evince, 
is solemnly promised to Gulchenroxu, the son of my 
1 J other, ^U Hassan ; they axe united also in heart; 
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their feith is mutually plighted; and affiances so 
sacred cannot be broken." 

"What, then," replied the Caliph bluntly, "would 
you sxirrender this diyine beauty to a husband more 
womanish than herself? And can you imagine that 
I will suffer her charms to decay in hands so in- 
efficient and nerveless ? No ! she is destined to lire 
out her life within my embraces : such is my will : 
retire, and disturb not the night I devote to the 
homage of her charms.*' 

The irritated emir drew forth his sabre, presented 
it to Yathek, and stretching out his neck, said in a 
firm tone of voice : 

" Strike yotir unhappy host m^rrlord ! he has lived 
long enough, since he hath seen the prophet's vice- 
gerent violate the rights o^ hospitality." 

At his uttering these words, Nouronihar unable 
to support any longer the conflict of her passions, 
sunk down in a swoon. Yathek, both terrified for 
her life, and furious at an opposition to his will, 
bade Fakreddin assist his daughter, and withdrew, 
darting his terrible look at the unfortunate emir, 
who suddenly fell backward bathed in a sweat, cold 
as the damp of death. 

Gulchenrouz, who had escaped from the hands of 
Bababalouk, and was that instant returned, called 
out for help as loudly as he coidd, not having 
strength to afford it himself. Pale and panting, the 
poor child attempted to revive Nouronihar by 
caresses, and it happened that the thrilling warmth 
«f his lips restored her to life, Fakreddin beginning 
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also to recoyer from the look of the Caliph, with 
difficulty tottered to a seat, and after warily casting 
round his eye to see if this dangerous prince were 
gone, sent for Shahan and Sutlememe, and said to 
them apart — 

"My frisnds, violent eyils require as violent 
remedies; the Caliph has brought desolation and 
horror into my family, and how shall we resist his 
power ^ Another of his looks will send me to my 
graye. Fetch then that narcotic powder which the 
Bervise brought me from Aracan. A dose of It, the 
effect of which will continue three days, must be 
administered to each of these children. The Caliph, 
will belieye them to be dead, for they will haye all 
the appearance of death. We shall go as if to inter 
them in the cave of Meimoune, at the entrance of 
the great desert of sand, and near the cabin of my 
^arfs. When all the spectators shall be with- 
drawn, you, Shaban, and four select eimuchs shall 
convey them to the lake, where provision shall be 
ready to support them a month ; for, one day allotted 
to the surprise this event will occasion, five to the 
tears, a fortnight to reflection, and the rest to prepare 
for renewing his progress, will, according to my 
calculation, fill up the whole time that Yathek will 
tarry, and I shall then be freed from his intrusion." 

" Your plan," said Sutlememe, '< is a good one, if 
it can but be effected. I have remarked that Nou- 
ronihar is well able to support the glances of the 
Caliph, and that he is far from being sparing of them 
to her ; be assured therefore, notwithstanding hsK 

o 
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fondness for Qulchemoius, she will never remaui 
qiiiet while she knows him to be here, unless we 
can persuade her that both hexself and Gulchenrouz 
are really dead, and that they were conveyed to 
those rocks for a limited season to expiate the little 
faults of which their love was the cause. We will 
add that we killed ourselves in despair, and that 
your dwar& whom they never yet saw will preach 
to them delectable sermons. I will engage that 
every thing shall succeed to the bent of your 
wishes." 

•*Be it so," said Pakreddin ; "I approve your 
proposal ; let us lose not a moment to give it effect/ ' 

They forthwith hastened to seek for the powder, 
which being mixed in a sherbet was immediately 
drunk by Gulchenrouz and Nouronihar. Within 
the space of an hour both were seized with violent 
palpitations, and a general numbness gradually ei4- 
sued. They arose from the floor, where they had 
remained ever since the Caliph's departure, and 
ascending to the sofa,- reclined themselves at full 
length upon it, clasped in each other's embraces. 

"Cherish me, my dear Nouronihar," said Gul- 
chenrouz; "put thy hand upon my heart, for it 
feels as if it were frozen. Alas ! thou art as cold as 
myself! hath the CaHph murdered us both with his 
terrible look ?" 

"I am dying," cried she in a faltering voice; 
"press me closer, I am ready to expire !" 

"Let us die then together," answered the little 
Gulchenrouz, whilst his breast laboured with a con- 
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vttlsive sigh ; ** let me at least breathe forth my 
soul on thy lips," 

They spoke no more, and became as dead. 

Immediately the most piercing cries were heard 
through the harem, whilst Shaban and Sutlememe 
personated with great adroitness the parts of persons 
in despair. The emir, who was sufficiently mortified 
to be forced into such untoward expedients, and had 
now for the first time made a trial of his powder, 
was under no necessity of counterfeiting grief. 
The slayes, who had flocked together from all quar- 
ters, stood motionless at the spectacle before them. 
AU lights were extinguished save two lamps, which 
shed a wan glimmering over the faces of these lovely 
flowers^ that seemed to be faded in the erring-time 
of life. Funeral vestments were prepared; their 
bodies were washed with rose water; their beautiful 
tresses were braided and incensed ; and they were 
wrapped in symars whiter than alabaster. At the 
moment that their attendants were placing two 
wreaths of their favourite jeisamines on their brows, 
the Caliph, who had just heard the tragical catas- 
trophe, arrived. He looked not less pale and hag- 
gard than the goules that wander at night among 
graves. Forgetful of himself and every one else, he 
broke through the midst of the slaves, fell prostrate 
at the foot of the sofa, beat his bosom, called him- 
self " atrocious murderer,'* and invoked upon his 
head a thousand imprecations. With a trembling 
hand he raised the veil that covered the countenance 
of Nouronihar, and uttering a loud shriek fell life- 

o2 
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less on the floor. The chief of the eunuchs dragged 
him off with horrible grimaces, and repeated as he 
went: 

" Aye, I foresaw she would play you some un- 
gracious turn." 

Ko sooner was the Caliph gone than the emir 
commanded biers to be brought, and forbade that 
any one should enter the harem. Every window 
was fastened ; all instruments of music were broken ; 
and the Imans began to recite their prayers. To- 
wards the close of this melancholy day Yathek 
sobbed in silence, for they had been forced to com« 
pose with anodynes his conyulsions of rage and 
desperation. 

At the dawn of the succeeding morning the wide 
folding doors of the palace were set open, and the 
funeral procession moved forward for the moimtain. 
The wailful cries of ** La Hah ilia Alia," reached 
to the Caliph, who was eager to cicatrize himself 
and attend the ceremonial ; nor could he have been 
dissuaded, had not his excessive weakness disabled 
him from walking. At the few first steps he fell on 
the ground, and his people were obliged to lay him 
on a bed, where he remained many days in such a 
state of insensibility as excited compassion in the 
emir himself. 

When the procession was arrived at the grot of 
Heimoune, Shaban and Sutlememe dismissed the 
whole of the train excepting the four confidential 
eunuchs who were appointed to remain. After rest- 
ing some moments near the biers which had been 
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left In the open air, they caused them to be carried 
to the brink of a small lake whose banks were over- 
grown with a hoary moss. This was the great resort 
of herons and storks, which preyed continually on 
little blue fishes. The dwarfs, instructed by the 
emir, soon repaired thither, and with the help of the 
exmuchs began to construct cabins of rushes and 
reeds, a wo^k in which they had admirable skill. 
A magazine also was contriyed for proTisions, with 
a small oratory for themselyes, and a pyramid of 
wood neatly piled, to furnish the necessary fuel, for 
the air was bleak in the hollows of the mountains. 

At eyening two fires were kindled on the brink of 
the lake, and the two lovely bodies taken from their 
biers were carefully deposited upon a bed of dried 
leaves within the same cabin. The dwarfs began to 
recite the koran with their clear shrill voices, and 
Shaban and Sutlememe stood at some distance 
anxiously waiting the dfepts of the powder, At 
lengthNbiuronihar and Gulchenrouz faintly steatched 
out their anns, and gradually opening their eyes 
began to survey with looks of increasing amazement 
every object aroimd them. They even attempted to 
rise, but for want of strength fell back agaii^. 
Sutlememe on this administered a cordial which the 
emir had taken care to provide. 

Qulchenrouz thoroughly aroused sneezed out 
aloud, and raising himself with an effort that ex- 
pressed his surprise, left the cabin, and inhaled t)ie 
fresh air with the greatest avidity. 

** Xes^'* said he, *' I breathe again ! again do I 
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exist! I hear sounds! I behold a firmament spangled 
oyer with stars \*' 

Kouronihar catching these beloved accents ex- 
tricated herself from the leaves, and ran to clasp 
Qtilchenrooz to her bosom. The first objects she 
remarked were their long simars, their garlands of 
'flowers, and their naked feet : she hid her face in 
her hands to reflect. The vision of the enchanted 
bath, the despair of her father, and more vividly 
than both, the majestic figure of Yathek recurred to 
her memory. She recollected also, that herself and 
Gulchenrouz had been sick and dying ; but all these 
images bewildered her mind. Kot knowing where 
she was, she turned her eyes on all sides, as if to 
recognise the surrounding scene. Hiis singular 
lake, those flames reflected from its glassy sur&ce, 
the pale hues of its banks, the romantic cabins, the 
bull-rushes that sadly waved their drooping heads, 
the storks whose melancholy cries blended with the 
shrill voices of the dwarfe, every thing conspired to 
persuade them that the angel of death had opened 
the portal of some other world. 

Gulchenrouz on his part, lost in wonder, clung to 
the neck of his cousin. He believed himself in the 
region of phantoms, and was terrified at the silence 
she preserved. At length addressing her : 

«* Speak," said he ; " where are we ! do you not 

see those spectres that are stirring the burning coals } 

^ Are they the Mohker and Nakir, come to throw us 

into them ? Does the fatal bridge cross this lake, 

whose solemn stillness perhaps conceals from us an 
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idbyss, in which for whole ages wc shall be doomed 
incessantly to sink ?" 

"No my children," said Sutlememe going towards 
them ; '* take comfort, the exterminating angel who 
conducted our souls hither after yours, hath assured 
us that the chastisement <^ your indolent andyolup- 
Cttous life shall be restricted to a certain series of 
years, which you must pass in this dreary abode, 
where the sub is scarcely visible, toad where the 
soil yields nei^er fruits nor flowers. These," con- 
tinued she, pointing to the dwarfs, <* will provide 
fbr our wants i for soiUs so mundane as ours retain 
too f^rong a tincture of their earthly extraction. 
Instead of meats, your food will be nothing but rice, 
imd your bread shall be moistened in the fogs that 
brood over the surface of the lake." 
- At this desolating prospect the poor children burst 
into tears* and prostrated themselves before the 
dwarfii, who perfectly supported thdLr characters, 
and delivered an eze^lent discourse of a customary 
length upon the sacred camel, which after a thou- 
sand years was to convey them to the paradise of 
the fiaithAil. 

The sermon being ended and ablutions performed, 
they praised Alia and the prophet, supped very in- 
differently, and retired to their withered leaves. 
Kouronihar and her little cousin consoled them- 
selves on finding that, though dead, they yet lay in 
one cabin. Having slept well before, the remainder 
of the night was spent in conversation on what had 
belaUen them ; and both, from a dread of apparitions. 
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betook themselyes for protection to one another s 
arms. 

In the morning, which was lowering and rainy, 
the dwarfs mounted high poles like minarets, and 
called them to prayers. The whole congregation, 
which consisted of Sutlememe, Shaban^ the four 
eunuchs, and some storks, were already assembled* 
The two children came forth from their cabin with 
a slow and dejected pace. As their minds were in a 
tender and melancholy mood, their deyotions were 
performed with ferrour. Ko sooner were they 
finished than Gulchenroiiz demanded of Sutlememe 
and the rest, **how they happened to die so op- 
portunely for his cousin and himself," 

•* We killed ourselves," returned Sutlememe, "in 
despair at your death." 

On this, said Nouronihar, who notwithstanding 
what was past, had not yet forgotten her vision : 

"And the Caliph, is he also dead of his grief? 
and will he likewise come hither ?" 

The dwarfs, who were prepared with an answer, 
most demurely replied : 

** Vathek is damned beyond all redemption !" 

"I readily belieye so," said Gulchenrouz ; "and 
am glad from, my heart to hear it, for I am convinced 
it was his horrible look that sent us hither, to listen 
to sermons and mess upon rice," 

One week passed away on the side of the lake 
unmarked by any variety ; I^ouronihar ruminating 
on the grandeur of which death had deprived her, 
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and Gulcfaeaxoux applying to prayers and to panniers 
along with the dwarfs, who infinitely pleased him. 

Whilst this scene of innocence was exhihiUng in 
the mountains, the Caliph presented himself to the 
emir in a new light. The instant he recovered the 
use of his senses, with a yoice that made Bababalouk 
quake, he thundered out : 

** Perfidious Giaour ! I renounce thee for ever ! it 
is thou who hast slain my beloved Xouronihar ! and 
I supplicate the pardon of Mahomet, who would 
have preserved her to me had I been more wise. 
Let water be brougl^t to perform my ablutions, and 
let the pious Fakr^ddiz^ be called to offer up his 
prayers with UMne^ and recoi^cUe me to him. After- 
wards we will go together and visit the sepulchre of 
the unfortfMiate Npuronihar. X am roBolved to be- 
come a hermit, and consume the ^residue of my days 
on this n^ountain, in hope of expiating my crimes.' ' 

Nouronihar was not altogether so content, for 
though she felt a fondness for Gulchenrouz, who to 
augment the attachment, had been left at full libcrtv 
with her, yet she still regarded him as but a bauble 
that bore no competition with the carbimcle of 
Giamschid, At times she v^diUged doubts on the 
mode of her being, ai^d scarcely could believe that 
the dead had all the wants and the whims of the 
living. To gain satisfaction, however, on so per- 
plexing a topic, she arose one morning whilst all 
were asleep with a breathless caution from tl^e side 
pf Gulchenrouz, and after having given him a soft 
kiss, began to follow the windings of the lake till it 
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terminated with a rock whose top was accessible 
thougK lofty. Iliis she clambered up with con- 
siderable tolU and having reached the summit, set 
forward in a run like a doe that unwittingly follows 
her hunter. Though she slipped along with the 
alertness of an antelope, yet at interrals she was 
forced to desist, and rest beneath the tamarisks to 
recoTcr her breath, Whilst she, thus recHned, was 
occupied with her little reflections on the apprehen- 
sion that she had some knowledge of the place, 
Vathek, who finding himself that morning but ill at 
ease, had gone forth belbt'e the dawn, presented 
)iimself on a sudden to her yiew. Hotionless witiii 
surprise, he durst not approach the figure before 
him, which lay shrouded up in a symar extended on 
the ground, trembling and pale, but yet lovely to 
behold. At length Kouronihar, with a mixture ot 
pleasure and afiliction, raising her fine eyes to him, 
0aid: 

<*Hy lord, are you come hither to eat riee and 
hear sermons with me ?" 

"Beloved phantom!" cried Valhek, <*dast thou 
speak ? hast thou the same graceful form? the same 
ladiant features ? art thou palpable likewise .>" and 
eagerly embracing her he added, <* here are limbs 
and a bosom animated with a gentle warmth ! what 
can such a prodigy mean ?" 

« Nouronihar with diffidence answered 2 

" You know my lord that I died on the night you 
honoured me with your visit ; my cotistn maintains 
It was from one of your glances, but J cannot believe 
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him, lor to me they seem not bo dxeadfttl. Oolcliea- 
rouz died with me» and we were both brought into 
a region of desolatitm, where we are fed with a 
wtetehed diet. If you be dead also, and ard come 
hither to join ns, I pity your lot, for yon will be 
stunned with the elang <k the dwarft and the storks. 
Besides, it is mortifying in the extreme that you as 
weU as mys^ shoiiEd hare lost the treasures of the 
sobtenraneaa palaoe." 

At the mention of the subterranean palace, the 
Ca%>h suspended his caresses, which indeed had 
proeeeded pretty far, to seek from Kouromhar an 
eatplttnation of her meaning. She then recapitulated 
her Tisitm — what immediately followed — and the 
idstctty of her pretended death ; adding also a des- 
^edpttcm of the palace of eaipiation from whence she 
. had fled ; and all in a manner that would haye ex- 
torted his laughter, had not the thoughts of Vathek 
lieen too deeply engaged. No sooner, however, had 
she ended, than he again clasped her to his bosom, 
and said: 

" li^t of my eyes ! the mystery is unravelled ; 
we both are alive ! Tour father is a cheat, who for 
the sake of dividing hath deluded us both ; and the 
Oiftour, whose design, as far as I can discover, is 
ihat wo shall proceed together, seems scarce a whit 
better. It shall be some time at least before he find 
ns in his palace of fire. Tour lovely little person in 
my estimation is &r more precious than all the 
treasures of the preadimite sultans, and I wish to 
possess it at pleasure, ismd in c^>cn day for many a 
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moon, before I go to buxrow under ground liken 
mole." 

** Forget this little trifler Gnlchenrous, and" — 

" Ah, my lord," interposed Noproniluir, ** let me 
entreat that yon do him no evil." 

«No no," relied Yathek, «I haye already bid 
you forbear to alarm yourself for him. He has been 
brought up too much on milk and sugar to stimulate 
my jealousy. We will leaye him with the dwaift, 
who by the bye are my qld acquaintances; their 
compay^y wiU suit him fiir better than yours. As to 
other matters, I y^ return no more to your fiitho^'a. 
I want not to hare my ears dinned by him and his 
dotar<}s with the violation of the rights of ho«- 
pitality; as if it were less an honoipr for you to 
espouse the Qorerelgn of t^ worldy than a g^l 
dreeised up like a boy.' 

Kouronihar could find nothing to oppose in a dis- 
course so eloquent. 8he only -^nshed the amorous 
monarch had duMsoyered more avdour for the car- 
buncle of Giamschid ; but flattered herself it would 
gradually increase, and therefore yielded to his will 
with the most bewitching submission. 

When the Caliph judged it proper he called for 
Bababalouk, who was asleep in the cave qf Mel- 
moune^ and dreaming that the phantom of ^ou- 
rox^har Inlying njiounted him once more on her swing, 
had just giyen him such a jerk that he one moment 
soared aboye the mountains, 'and the next svaak into 
the t^ymt. Starting from his sleep at the yoice of his 
master, he rap gaining for breath, and had nearly 
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falkn iMtekvard at the 8aght« as he beliered, of the 

spectre, by whom he had bo lately been haunted in 
his dream. 

** Ah my lord," cried he, recoiling ten steps, and 
covering his eyes with both hands, do you then per- 
form the office of a goule ? Tis true you have dug 
up the dead, yet hoi>e not to make her your prey ; 
for after all she hath caused me to suffer, she is even 
wicked enough to prey upon you." 

** Cease thy folly," said Vathek, •' and thou shalt 
soon be convinced that it is Kouronihax herself^ 
alive and well, whom I da^ to my Ineast. Go 
only, and pitch my tents in the neighbouring valley. 
There will I fix my abode with this beautiful tulip, 
whose colours I soon shall restore. There exert thy 
best endeavours to procure whatever can augment 
the enjoyments of life, till I shall disclose to thee 
more of my will." 

The news of so unlucky an event soon reached 
the ears of the emir, who abandoned himself to grief 
and despair, and began, as did all his old greybeards, 
to begrime his visage with, ashes. A total supine* 
ness ensued ; travellers were no longer entertained, 
no more plasters were spread, and instead of the 
charitable activity that had distinguished this 
asylum, the whole of its inhabitants exhibited only 
faces of a half cubit long, and uttered groans that 
accorded with their forlorn situation. 

Though Fakrcddin bewailed his daughter as. lost 
to him for ever, yet Gulchenrouz was not forgotten. 
He despatched immediate instruction to Sutlemem^ 
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Shabttn* and tlM dwaifs, eoiJoinlfeg them not to uxi* 
deceive the chUd in respect to his »t«te, but under 
some pretence to convey him far from the lofty rock 
at the extremity of the laJ^a, to a place which he 
should appoint, as safer firoin danger ; for he aus^ 
pected that Yathek intended him evil. 

Qulchenrouz in the mean while was filled wiih 
amazement at not finding his cousin ; nor were the 
dwar& at all less surprised; but Sutlemfime, who 
had more penetration, immediately guessed what 
had happened. Gulcheorouz was amused with the 
delusive hope of osice more embracing Nouronihar 
in the interior recesses of the mountains, where the 
groimdt strewed over with orange blossoms and 
jasamines, offered beds much more inviting than the 
withered leaves in their cabin, where they might 
accompany with thcfir voices the sounds of their 
lutes, and chase butterflies in concert. SutLememe 
was far gone in this sort of description when one of 
the four eunuchs beckoned her aside to apprise her 
of the aziival of a messenger from their fraternity, 
who had explained the secret of the flight of Nou- 
ronihar, and brought the commands of the emir. 
A council with Shaban and the dwar& was im- 
mediately held. Their baggage being stowed in 
consequence of it, they embarked in a shallop and 
quietly sailed with the little one, who acquiesced in 
all their proposals. Their voyage proceeded in the 
same manner, till they came to the place where the 
lake sinks beneath the hollow of the rock, but as 
soon as the bark had entered it, and Gulchenrouz 
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found hims^ surrounded with darkness, he was 
seized with a dreadful consternation, and incessantly 
uttered the most piercing outcries ; for he now was 
persuaded he should actually be damned for haTing 
taken too many little freedoms in his life-time with 
his cousin. 

But let us return to the Caliph, and her who ruled 
oyer his heart. Bababalouk had pitched the tents, 
and dosed up the extremities of the valley with 
magnificent screens of India cloth, which were 
guarded by Ethiopian slaves with their drawn sa- 
bres. To preserve the verdure of this beautiful 
enclosure in its natural freshness, the white eunuchs 
went continually round it with their red water ves- 
sels. The waving of fans was heard near the im- 
X>erial pavilion, where by the voluptuous light that 
glowed through the muslins, the CaUph eiijoyed at 
full view all the attractions of Kouronihar. In- 
ebriated with delight, he was all ear to her charming 
voiee which accompanied the lute ; while she was 
.3U>t less captivated with his descriptions of Bamarah 
>md the tower full of wonders, but espeeially with 
^4s relation of the adventure of the ball, and the 
chasm of the Giaour with its ebony portaL 

In this manner they conversed for a day and a 
night; they bathed together in a basin of black 
marble, which admirably relieved the fairness of 
Nouronihor. Bababalouk, whose good graces this 
beauty had regained, spared no attention that their 
repasts might be served up with the minutest ex- 
actness: some exquisite rariety was ever placed 
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before them ; and he sent even to Schirax for that 
fragrant and delicious wine which had been hoarded 
up in bottles prior to the birth of Mahomet. He 
had excavated little ovens in the rock to bake the 
nice manchets which were prepared by the hands of 
Nouronihar, from whence they had derived a flavour 
so grateful to Yathek, that he regarded the ragouts 
of his other wives as entirely maukish ; whilst they 
would have died at the emir's of chagrin at finding 
themselves so neglectedt if Fakreddin, notwith- 
standing his resentmenti had not taken pity upon 
them. 

The sultana DUara, who till then had been the 
favourite, took this dereliction of the Caliph. to heart 
with a vehemence natural to her character;- for 
during her continuance in favour she had imbibed 
from Vathek many of his extravagant fimcies, and 
was fired with impatience to behold the superb 
tombs of Istakar, and the palace of forty columns t 
besides, having been brought up amongst the magi, 
she had fondly cheri^ed the idea of the Caliph's 
devoting himself to the worship of fire ; thus his 
voluptuous and desultory life with her rival was to 
her a double source of afilietion. The transient 
piety of Vathek had occasioned her some serious 
alarms, but the present was an evil of far greater 
magnitude. She resolved therefore without hesita- 
tion to write to Caratlxis, and acquaint her tl«at all 
things went ill; that they had eaten, slept, and 
revelled at an old emir's, whose sanctity was very 
formidable, and that after all the prospect of po8< 
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setnng the treasures of the preadimite sultans was 
no less remote than before. This letter -v^as en- 
trusted to the care of two woodmen who were at 
work on one of the great forests of the moimtaine, 
and being acquainted with the shortest euts, arriTed 
in ten days at Samarah. 

The princess Carathis was engaged at chess with 
Horakanabad, when the arriyal of these wood-fel- 
lers was announced. She, after some weeks of 
Yathek's absence, had forsaken the upper regions 
of her tower, because everything appeared in con- 
fusion among the stars, whom she consulted relative 
to the fate of her son. In vain did she renew her 
fumigations, and extend herself on the roof to ob- 
tain mystic visions, nothing more could she see in 
her dreams than pieces of brocade, nosegays of 
flowers, and other unmeaning gewgaws. These 
disappointments had thrown her into a state of de- 
jection which no drug in her power was sufficient 
to remove. Her only resource was in Morakanabad, 
who was a good man, and endowed with a decent 
share of confidence, yet whilst in her company he 
neyet thought himself on roses. 

No person knew aught of Yathek, and a thousand 
ridiculous stories were propagated at his expence. 
The eagerness of Carathis may be easily guessed at 
receiving the letter, as well as her rage at reading 
the dissolute conduct of her son. 

"Is it so," said she; "either 1 will perish, or 
Yathek shall enter the paltce of fire. Let me eic« 
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pire in flames, proTid«d he may reign on the throne 
of Sohman V* 

Haying said this, and whirled herself round in a 
Hiagical manner, which struck Morakanahad with 
such terror as caused him to recoil, she ordered her 
great camel Alboufaki to be brought, and the 
hideous Nerkes with the imrelenting Cafour to 
attend. 

*' I require no other retinue," said she to Morak- 
anabad: **1 am going on affairs of emergency, a 
truce therefore to parade ! Take you care of the 
people, fleece them well in my absence, for we ^ihaU 
expend large simis, and one knows not what may 
betide." 

The night was uncommonly dark, and a pesti- 
lental blast ravaged the plain of CatouZ that would 
have deterred any other traveller however urgent 
the call ; but Carathis enjoyed most whatciver filled 
others with dread. Nerkes concurred in opinion 
with her, and Cafour had a particular predilection 
for a pestilence. In the morning this accomplished 
caravan, with the wood-fellers who directed their 
route, halted on the edge of an extensive marsh, 
from whence so noxious a vapour arose as would 
have destroyed any animal but Alboufaki, who 
naturally inhaled these malignant fogs. The pea- 
sants entreated their convoy not to sleep in this 
place. 

"To sleep," cried Carathis, "what an excellent 
thought! I never sleep but for visions; and as to 
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my attendantB, their occupatkms ate too m$Skf to 
dose the only eye they eaeh have.'* 

The poor peasants, who wexe not orer pleased 
with their party, remained open-aunsthed with 
surprise. 

Carathis alighted as well as her negresses, and 
sererally stripping off their outer garments, they all 
ran in their drawers to oull ftom those spots where 
the sun shone fiercest, the yenomous plants that 
grew on the marsh. TbSa pnmsiott was made for 
the family of the emir, and whoever might retard 
the expedition to Istafcar. The woodmoi were ever* 
come with fear when they beheld these three hor- 
rible phantoms run, and not much relishing the 
company of Alboufaki, stood aghast at the command 
of Carathis to set forward, notwithstanding it was 
noon, and the heat fierce enough to calcine even 
rocks. In spite, howeyer, of every remonstrance, 
they were forced implicitly to submit. 

AlboufSnki, who delighted in solitude, constantly 
snorted whenever he perceived himself near a 
habitation, and Carathis, who was apt to spoil him 
with indulgence, as constantly turned him aside ; so 
that the peasants were precluded from procuring 
subsistence; for the milch goats and ewes which 
Providence had sent towards the district they 
traversed, to refresh travellers with their sulk, aU 
ited at the sight of the hideous animal and his 
strange riders. As to Carathis, she needed no com- 
mon aliment; for her invention had previously 

h2 
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ftimished her with aa opiate to stay her stomach,, 
some of which she imparted to her mutes. 

At the fall of night Albonfaki making a sudden 
stop, stamped with his foot, which to Carathis, wh» 
imderstood his paces, was a certain indication that 
she was near the confines of some cemetery. The 
moon shed a bright light on the spot, which served 
to discoyer a long wall with a large door in it 
standing a^jar, and so high that Alboufiaki might 
easily enter. The miserable guides, who parceLved 
their end approaching, humbly implored CazathiSy^ 
as she had now so good an c^iportonity, to inter 
them, and immediatdy gaye up the ghost. Nerkea 
and Cafour, whose wit was of a style peculiar to 
themselves, were by no means parsimonious of it 
on the folly of these poor people, nor could any 
thing haye been found more suited to their taste, 
than the site of the burying ground, and the s^vl- 
chres which its precincts contained. There were 
at least two thousand of them on the dediyity of a 
hill; some in the form of pyramids, others like 
columns, and in short the yariety of their shiq^ 
was endless. Carathis was too much immersed in 
her sublime contemplations to stop at the yiew,* 
charming as it appeared in her eyes. Pondering 
the advantages that might accrue from her present 
situation, she could not forbear to exclaim : 

**So beautiful a cemetery must be haunted by 
Qouls, and they want not for intelligence I haying 
heedlessly suffered my guides to expire, I will apply. 
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for directions to them, and as an inducement, "will 
inyite them to regale on these fresh corpses/' 

After this short soliloquy, she beckoned toNerkes 
and Cafour, and made signs idth her fingers, as 
much as to say : 

*' Go, knock against the sides of the tonibs, and 
strike up your delightful warfolings, that are so like 
to those of ^e guests whose company I wish to 
obtain." 

The n^resses^ fnll of joy at the behests of their 
mistress, and promising themselves much pleasure 
from the society of the Gouls, w^it with an air of 
conquest, and began their knockings at the tombs. 
As their strokes were repeated, a hollow noise was 
heard in the etfrth, the surface hoye up into heaps, 
and the Qouls on all sides protruded their noses to 
inhale the efSuyia which the c^casses of the wood- 
men began to emit. 

They assemblied before a sarcophagus of white 
marble, where Corathis was seated between the 
bodies of her miserable guides. The princess re- 
ceiyed her yisitants with distinguished politeness, 
and when supper was ended, proceeded with them 
to business. Haying soon leamt froin them every 
tiling she wished to discover, it was her intention to 
set forward forthwith on her journey, but her 
negresses, who were forming tender connections 
with the Gouls, importuned her with all their fin- 
gers to wait, at least till the dawn. Carathis, 
however, being chastity in the abstract, and an 
implacable enemy to love and repose, at once le- 
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Jectted their prayer, nunmted Alboulkki, and com- 
manded them to take their seats in a momeot. 
Fottr days and four nights she continued her route, 
•without taming to the right hand <» left ; on the 
fifth she trayersed the mountains und half»banit 
forests/ and aniyed on the sbctOi helbre the beautifiil 
Screens which concealed from all eyes the ydap* 
toons wanderings of her son. 

It was day-break, and the guards were snoring on 
their posts in careieas security, when the rough 
trot of Alboufiaki awoke then in omstenHition. 
Imagining that a group of spectres ascended from 
the abyss was approaching, they all without eere- 
mony took to their heels. Yathek was at that 
instant with Nouronlhar in the bath, hearing tales 
and laughing at Bababalouk who related them; but 
no sooner did the outcry of his guards reaeh him, 
than he flounced from tiie water like a carp, and as 
soon threw himself back at the sight of Oarathis, 
who adyan^ing with her negresses upon Alboufrki, 
broke through the muslin awnings uid yeils of the 
payilion. At this sudden apparition Nouionihar 
(for she was not at all times free from remone) 
fancied that the moment of celestial yengeanee was 
come, and clung about the Oaliph in amrnxnia 
despondence. 

Carathis, still seated on her camel, foamed with 
indignation at the spectacle which obtruded itself on 
her chaste yiew. She thundered forth without 
check or mercy : 

'*Thou double-headed and four l^ged monster! 
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what Q&eans all this winding and ^Tithing? art thois 
not ashamed to be seen grasping this limber saplings 
in^fKreference to the sceptre of the preadlmite bu1> 
tans ? Is it then for this paltry doxy that thou hast 
yioiaited the oonditions in the parchment of our 
Qiaour ? Is it on h^ thou hast lavished thy pre* 
cious moments ? Is this the fruit of the knowledge 
I have taught thee ? Is this the end of thy journey ? 
Tear thyself from the arms of this little simpleton ; 
drown her in the water before me, and instantly 
Ibllow my guidance." 

In the first ebulitlon of his fury, Vathek resolved 
to make a skeleton of Alboufaki, and to stuff the 
■kins of Carathis and her blacks ; but the ideas of 
the Giaour, the palace of Istakar, the sabres, and 
the talismans, flashing before his imagination iK-ith 
the simultaneousness of lightning, he became more 
moderate, and said to his mother in a civil but de- 
cisive tone * 

" Dread lady, you shall be obeyed ; but I will not 
drown Nouromhar; she is sweeter to me than a 
Myrabolan comfit, and is enamoiired of carbuncles, 
especially that of Giamschid, which hath also been 
promised to be conferred upon her ; she therefore 
shall go along with us, for I intend to repoeie with 
her beneath the canopies of Soliman; I can sleep no 
more without her." 

** Be it so," replied Carathis alightiQg, and at the 
flame time committing Alboufaki to the charge oi 
her women. 
Nouromhar, who had not yet quitted her hold, 
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b^gan to take courage, and said witli an aeoent of 
fondness to the Caliph : 

"Dear sovereign of my soul ! I will foUow thee, 
if it be thy will beyond the Kaf , in the land of the 
Afrits. I will not hesitate to cJimb for thee the 
nest of the Simurgh, who, this lady excepted, is tiM 
nxost awful of created existences." 

"We haye here then," subjoined Caratbti, "a 
girl both of courage and science." 

Nouronihar had certainly both; but notwith- 
standing aU her firmness, she could not help casting 
back a look of regret upon the graces of her little 
Gulchenrouz, and the days of tenderness she had 
participated with him. She even dropped a few 
,^ars, which Carathis obserTod, and inadvertently 
breathed out with a sigh : 

"Alas! my gentle cousin, what will become of 
him I" 

Vathek at this apostrophe knitted up his brows, 
and Carathis enquired what it could mean. 

"She is preposterously sighing after a stripliag 
with languishing eyes and soft hair who loves her," 
Aaid the Caliph. 

"Where is he?" asked Carathis.- "I must be 
acquainted with this pretty child; for," added she, 
lowering her voice, "I design beiore I depart to 
regain the favour of the Giaour. There is nothing 
so delicious in his estimAtion as the heart of a 
delicate boy, palpitating with the first tumults of 
love." 

Vathek as he came from the bath commanded 
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Bababalouk to collect the women and other moye- 
ables of his harem, embody his troops, and hold 
himRelf in readiness to march in three days ; whilst 
Carathis retired alone to a tent, where Uie Giaour 
solaced her with encouraging visions ; but at length 
waking, she found at her feet Nerkes and Cafour, 
who informed her by their signs, that haying led 
Alboufaki to the borders of a lake, to browse on 
some moss that looked tolerably yenomous, they 
had discovered certain blue fishes of the same kind 
with those in the reservoir on the top of the tower. 

** Ah, ah," said she, "I will go thither to them. 
These fish are past doubt of a species that by a amall 
operation I can render oracular. They may tell me 
where this little Gulohenrous is, whom I am ben* 
upon sacrificing." 

Having thus spoken, she immediately set out with 
her swarthy retinue. 

It being but seldom that time is lost in the ac- 
complishment of a wicked enterprise, Carathis and 
her negresses soon arrived at the lake, where, after 
burning the magical drugs with which they wer& 
always provided, they, stripping themselves naked, 
waded to their chins, Nerkes and Cafour waving 
torches around them, and Carathis pronouncing her 
barbarous incantations. • Tlie fishes with one accord 
thrust forth their heads from the water, which was 
violently rippled by the flutter of their fins, and at 
length finding themselves constrained by the po- 
tency of the charm, they opened thoir piteous 
mouths, said t 
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''From giUa to tail we are your»; yrhAi se^ ye. 
to know?'* 

** Fufaes/' answered she, *' I coi^ure you by your 
glittering aealet, teBmewherenowiaChilcheiinnw?'' 

** Beyond the rock," replied the shoal in lull 
chorus : '* will this content you? lor we do not de« 
light in expanding our mouths." 

<*It will," returned the princess: I am not to 
learn that you like not long oonTersatLODS ; I will 
leaTe you tiierefore to rqpose, though I had other 
questioBs to propound." 

The instant she had spoken the water became 
i^mfirt^'hy and the fishes at once disappeared. 

Carathis, infliated with the venom of her prefects, 
strode hastily over the rock, and found the amiable 
Qulchemx>u2 asleep in an arbour, whilst the two 
dwarfi were watching at his side, and ruminating 
their accustomed prayers. These diminutiTe per- 
sonages possessed the gift of divining whenever an 
enemy to good Mussulmans approached ; thus they 
anticipated the arrival of Oaxathis, who stopping 
short, said to herself: 

*'How placidly doth he recline his lovely little 
headt how pale and languishing are his looks I it is 
just the very child of my wii^s !" 

The dwarfii interrupted this delectable soliloquy 
by leaping instantly upon her, and scratching her 
tace ¥dth their utmost seal. But Nerkes and Oa- 
four betaking themselves to the succour of their 
mistress, pinched the dwarfe so severely in return, 
that they both gave up the ghost, imploriag Ma«^ 
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hornet to inflict his sorest yengcaace upon thi« 
wicked woman and all her household. 

At the noise which this strange conflict occasioned 
in the ralley, Gnlchenrouz awoke, and bewildered 
with terror sprung impetuously upon an old fig-tree 
that rose against the acclivity of the rocks, from 
thence gained their summits, and ran for two hours 
without once looking back. At last, exhausted with 
fatigue, he fell as if dead into the arms of a good 
old Genitis, whose fondness for the company of 
children had made it his sole occupation to pioteo^ 
them, tmd who, whilst poibrming his wonted rounds 
throtigh the air, happening on the cruel Giaour at 
the instant of his growling in the horrible chasm, 
rescued the flfty little -netiias which the impiety of 
Vathek had devoted to his maw. These the Genius 
brought up in nests stiU higher than the elouds, and 
himself fixed his abode in a nest more capacious 
than the rest, from which he had expelled Ihe po^ 
sessors tiiat had built it. 

These inyiolable asylums were defended against the 
Diyes and the Afirits by waying streamers, on which 
were inscribed in characters of gold that flashed like 
lightning, the names of Alia and the prophet. It 
was there that Gulchenrouz, who as yet remained 
undeceived with respect to his pretended death, 
thought himself in the mansions of eternal peace. 
He admitted without fear the congratulations of his 
Httle Mends, who were all assembled in the nest of 
the venerable Genius, and vied with eaeh other in 
kissing his serene f(»ehead and beautiCul eye-lid*. 
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ThiB he found to be the state congenial to his soul- 
remote from the inquietudes of earth — ^the imperti- 
nence of harems — the brutality of eunuchs — and the 
lubricity of women. In this peaceable society his. 
days, months, and years glided on, nor was he lefis 
happy than the rest of his companions, for the 
Genius, instead of burdening his pupils with perish* 
able riches, and the yain sciences of the world, con- 
ferred upon them the boon of perpetual childhood, 

Carathis, unaccustomed to the loss of her prey, 
vented a thousand execrations on her negresses for 
not seizing the child, instead of amusing themselyes 
with pinching to death the dwar&, from which they 
could gain no adyantage. She returned into the 
valley murmuring, and finding that her son was not 
risen from the aims of Nouronihar, discharged her 
ill-humour upon both. The idea, however, of de- 
parting next day for Istakiir, and cultiyating, 
through the good offices of the Giaour, an intimacy 
with Eblis himself^ at length consoled her chagrin : 
but fate had ordained it otherwise. 

In the evening, as Carathis was conversing with 
Dilara, who through her contrivance had become of 
the party* and whose .taste resembled her own, 
Bababalouk came to acquaint her ''that the sky 
towavds Samarah looked of a fiery red, and seemed 
to portend some alarming disaster." Immediately 
recurring to her astrolabes and instruments of n^tgie, 
she took the altitude of the planets, and discovered 
by her calculations, to her great mortification, that 
a formidable revolt had taken place at Samarah; 
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that MotaTskel, ayailing himself of the dbgnst 
which was iayeterate against his brothet had in- 
cited commotions amongst the populace, tnado him- 
self master of the palace, and actually invested the 
grieat tower, to which Mortkanabad had retired with 
a handful of the few that still remained £uthfal to 
Vathek. 

'*What," exclaimed she, "must I lose then my 
lower, my mutes, my negresses, my mummies, and 
worse than all, ^e laboratory, in which I have spent 
so many a night, without knowings at least, if my 
hair-brained son will complete his adrcnture? Kol 
I will not be the dupe ! Immediately will I speed to 
support Morakanabad. By my formidable art the 
clouds shall sleet hail-stones in the fiices of the assail- 
ants, and shafts of red-hot iron on their heads. I will 
spring mines of serpents and torpedos from beneath 
them, and we shall soon see the stand they will 
make against such an explosion !" 

Having thus spoken, Garathis hasted to her son, 
who was tranqiully banqueting with Nouronihar in 
his superb carnation coloured tent. 

" Glutton that thou art,*' cried she, '* were it not 
for me, thou wouldst soon find thyself the com- 
mander only of pies. Thy faithful subjects have 
abjured the faith they swore to thee. Motavakel 
thy brother now reigns on the hill of pied horses ; 
and had I not some slight resources in the tower, 
would not be easily persuaded to abdicate. But- 
that time may not be lost, I shall only add four, 
words : strike tent to-night ; set forward ; and be- 
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ware how thou loiterest again hy the way. Though 
thou hast forfeited the conditions of the p>Trhment, 
I am not yet without hope ; fbr it cannot be desaied 
that thou hast violated to adndralaon the laws e£ 
hofpitaUJty by seducing tiie daughter of the emir^ 
after haTing jMrtaken of his braad and his salt. 
Such a conduct cannot but be delightful. to the 
Qiaour ; and if on thy march thou canst signaHxe 
thyself by an additional crime, all will still go wdl* 
and thou shalt enter the palace of Soliman in 
triumph. Adieu ! Alboufaki and my negresses axe 
waiting. 

The Caliph had nothing to oifer in reply: ke 
wished his mother a prosperous journey, and eat on 
till he had finished his supper. At midnight the 
camp broke up, amidst the fiourishii^ of trumpeft 
.and other martial instruments; but loud indeed 
must have heea the sound of the tymbals, to oTer- 
power the blubbering of the emir and his long-beards, 
who by an excessive provision of tears had so iai 
exhausted the radical moisture, that their eyes 
shrivelled up in their sockets, and their kaixa drop- 
ped off by the roots. Nouronihar, to whom such a 
symi^ony was painful, did not grieve to get o«t of 
hearing. She accompanied the Caliph in the in^e- 
rial litter, where tiiey amused themselves irith 
imagining the splendour which was soon to surround 
them. The other women, overcome with dgection» 
were doleadly rocked in their cages, whilst DUara 
consoled hers^ with anticipating the joy of cele< 
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brating the rites of fire on the stately terraces of 
Istakar. 

In four days they reached the spacious valley of 
Bocnabad. The season of spring was in all its 
Tigottr, and the grotesque branches of the almond 
trees in full blossom fantastically chequered th» 
clear blue sky. The earth, variegated with hyii^ 
cinths and jonquils, breathed forth a fragrance which' 
dif^ed through the soul a divine repose. Myriada 
of bees, and scarce fewer of Santons had there taken 
up their abode. On the banks of the stream hives 
and oratories were alternately ranged, and their 
neatness and whiteness were set off by the deep 
^een of the cypresses that spired up amongst them.' 
These piotis personages amused themselves wiHk 
cultivating litfle gardens that abotmded wii& 'flowenr 
and fruits, especially nmsk-melons of the best ftavouip 
that Persia could boast. Sometimes dispersed ovtf 
the meadow they entertained themselves with feed- 
ing peacocks whiter than snow, and turtles move 
bhie than tiie sapphire. In this manner were they 
occupied when the harbingers of the imperial pro- 
cession began to proclaim: 

** Inhabitants of Bocnabad, prostrate yours^vet 
on the brink of your pure waters, and tender youjr 
thanksgivings to heaven that vouchsafel3i to ^ew 
you a ray of its glory ; for lo ! the commander of 
the faithful draws near." ' ' "*' 

The poor Santons, filled with holy energy, having 
bustled to light up wax torches in their oratories, 
and expand the koran on their ebony desks, wen4 



J9 I YATBEK. 

forth to meet the Caliph with baakets of hcxnejeoiiLb, 
dates, and melons. But whilst they were adTandng 
in solemn procession and with measured steps, the 
horses, camels, and guards wantoned oyer their 
tulips and other flowers, and made) a terrible haroc 
amongst them. The Santons could not help casting 
from one eye a look of pity on the ravages com- 
mitting around them, whilst Ihe other was fixed 
upon the Caliph and heaven. Nouronihar, enrap- 
tured with the scenery of a place which brought 
back to her remembrance the pleasing solitudes 
where her infancy had passed, entreated Yathek to 
stop, but he, suspecting that each oratory might be 
deemed by the GHaour a distinct habitation, com- 
manded his pioneers to level them all. The Santons 
«tood motionless with horror at the barbarous man- 
date, and at last broke out into lamentations, but 
these were uttered with so ill a grace, that Yathek 
bade his eunuchs to kick them from his presence. 
He then descended from the litter with Nouronihar. 
They sauntered together in the meadow, and amused 
themselves with culling flowers, and passing a thou- 
sand pleasantries on each other. But the bees, who 
were staunch Mussulmans, thinking it their duty to 
revenge the insult on their dear masters the San- 
tons, assembled so zealously to do it with effect, 
that the Caliph and Nouronihar were glad to find 
their tents prepared to receive them. 

Bababalouk, who in ciqpacity of purveyor, had 
acqnitted himself with applause, as to peacocks and 
turtles, lost no time in eonfligning some dozens to 
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the B^iU an^ fts many more to be fricassed. Whilst 
they were feasting, laughing, carousing, and bias- 
phexning at pleasure on the banquet so liberally 
furnished, the Moullahs, the Sheiks, the Cadis, and 
Lnans of Schiraz (who seemed not to have met the 
Santons) arriyed, leading by bridles of ribband, in- 
scribed firom the koran, a train of asses which were 
loaded with the choicest frmts the country could 
boast. Haring presented their offerings to the 
Caliph, they petitioned him to honour their city and 
mosques with his presence. 

** Fancy not," said Yathek, ** that you can detain 
me. Your presents I condescend to accept, but beg 
you will let me be quiet, for I am not ovar fond of 
resisting temptation. Retire then. Yet, as it is not 
decent for personages so reverend to return on foot, 
and as you have not the appearance of expert riders, 
my eunuchs shall tie you on your asses with the 
precaution that your backs be not turned towards 
me, for they understand etiquette." 

In this deputation were some high-stomached 
Sheiks, who taking Yathek fbr a fool, scrupled not 
to speak their opinion. These Bababalouk girded 
with double cords; and having well disciplined their 
asses with nettles behind, they all started with a 
preternatural alertness, plunging, kicking, and run- 
ning foul of each other in the most ludicrous man- 
ner imaginable. 

Nouronihar and the Caliph mutually contended 
who should most enjoy so degrading a sight. They 
burst out in volleys of laughter to see the old men, 

I 
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and their ASses fall into the stream. The leg of one 
was fractured, the shoulder of another dislocated, 
the teeth of a third dashed out, and the rest suffered 
still WOTse. 

Two days more, undisturbed by fresh, embassiesf 
having been deroted to the pleasures of Rocnabud, 
the expedition proceeded, leaving Sehiras on tlie 
rights and verging towards a laj^e plain, from 
whence were discemable on the edge of the horizon 
the dark summitB of the mountains of Istakar. 

At this prospect the Caliph and Kouronihar were 
unable to repress their tiransportft. lliey bounded 
from their litter to the grotrad, and Inrdke forth into 
such wild exclamations as amazed all within hear<» 
ing. Intenrogating each other, they shouted, 

** Are we not approaching the radiant pahiee <^ 
Ught, or gardens more delightful tJian those of 
Sheddad ?" 

Ladfo,tuated mortals ! they l^us indulged d^us&ve 
conjecture, unable to £athom tbe decrees of the Most 
Highl 

The good Genii who had not totally rdinquiriied 
1^ iraperintendenoe of Yathek, repairing to M»* 
h{»net in the seventh heaven, said : 

** ICeroifril F^ophei 1 stretoh forth thy propitious 
arras towards ^y vicegerent, who is ready to SiU 
irretrieveably into ^Aae snare which his enemies tiie 
Dives have prepared to destroy him^ The GiaoM* 
is awaiting his anival in the abominable palaee ot 
fire, where if he cmce set his f )ot his perdition will 
be iaevitalde," 
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Mahomet answered with an air of indignation : 

**He hath too well deserved to be rengned to 
himself; but I permit you to try if one effort more 
will be effectual to divert him from pursuing his 
ruin. 

One of these beneficient Qenii, assuming without 
delay the exterior of a shepherd, more renowned for 
his piety than aU the Purvises and Santons of the 
region, too^ his station near a flock of white she^ 
on the slope of a hilli and began to pour forth from 
his flutQ such airs of pathetic melody, as subdued 
the very soul; and awakening remorse, aroye far 
from it erery frivolous fancy. At these energetic 
sounds, the sun hid himself breath a gloomy cloud ; 
and the waters of two little lakes, that were naturally 
clearer than chrystal, became a colour like Uood. 
The whole of tins supexb assembly, was inToluntarily 
drawn towards the decliTity of the hUl. WitiL 
downcast eyesi they all stood abashed ; each upbraid- 
ing himself with the eyil he had done. The heart 
of DHara palpitated ; and the chief of the eunuchs, 
with a sigh of contrition, implored pardon of the 
women, whom, for his own satisfiu^tion, he had bo 
often tormented. 

Vathek and Xouronihar turned pale in their litter ; 
and, regarding each other with haggard looks, re- 
proached themselyes — ^the one with a thousand of 
the blackest crimes, a thousand projects of impious 
ambition; the other, with th€ desolation of her 
family, and the perdition of the amiable Chuchen- 
rouz. Nouronihar persuaded herself that she heard 
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in tlie fatal mufiic the groans of her dying father ; 
and Yathek, the sobs of the fifty children he had 
sacrificed to the Giaour. Amidst these ootnplicatQjd 
pangs of anguish, they perceived themselyes im- 
pelled towards the shepherd, whose countenance 
was so commanding, that Vathek, for the first time, 
felt oyerawed ; whilst Nouronihar concealed her face 
with her hands. The music paused, and the 
Genius, addressing the Caliph, said : 

** Deluded Prince ! to whom Providence hath 
confided the care of innumerable subjects, is it thus 
that thou fulfillest thy mission? Thy crimes are 
already completed ; and, art thou now hastening to- 
wards thy punishment ? Thou knowest, that beyond 
these mountains, Eblis and his accursed Dives hold 
their infernal empire ; and seduced by a malignant 
phantom, thou art proceeding to surrender thyself 
to them ! This moment, is the last of grace allowed 
thee I Abandon thy atrocious purpose. Betum. 
Give back Nouronihar to her father, who still retains 
a few sparks of life. Destroy thy tower, with all 
its abominations. Drive Carathis from thy councils. 
Be just to thy subjects. Respect the ministers of 
the Prophet. Compensate for thy impieties by an 
exemplary life; and, instead of squandering thy 
days in voluptuous indulgence, lament thy crimes 
on the sepulchres of thy ancestors. Tbou beholdest 
the clouds that obscure the sim ; at the instant he 
recovers his splendour, if thy heart be not changed, 
the time of mercy assigned thee will be past for 
ever,* 
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Vatheki depressed with fear, was on tlie p<unt of 
:]^rostrating himself at the feet of the shepherd, 
whom he perceived to he of a nature superior to 
inaii, but his pride preyailing, he audaciously lifted 
his head, and glancing at him one of his terrible 
looks, said : 

'* Whoever thou art, withhold thy useless admoni- 
tions. Thou wouldst either delude me, or art thy- 
self deceived. If what I have done be so criminal 
as thou pretendest, there remains not for me a mo- 
ment of grace. I have traversed a seA of blood, to 
acquire a power which will make thy equals tremble ; 
deem not that I shall retire when in view of the 
port ; or that I will relinqidsli her who is dearer to 
me than either my Ufe or thy mercy. Let the sun 
appear I Let him illumine my career ! It matters 
not where it may end." 

. On uttering these words, which made even the 
Genius shudder, Yathek threw himself into the arms 
of Nouronihar, . and commanded that his horses 
should be forced back to the roadk 

There was no difficulty in obeying these orders, 
for the attraction had ceased^ the sun shone forth in 
all his glory, and the shepherd vanished with a 
lamentable scream. 

The fatal impression of the music of the Genius 
remained, notwithstanding^ in the hearts of Yathek's 
attendants. They viewed each other with looks of 
consternation. At the approach of night, almost all 
of them escaped ; and, of this numerous assemblage, 
there only remained the chief of the eunuchs, some 
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idolatrous slaves, Bilara, and a few other women, 
who, like hoself » were votaries of the religion of the 
Magi. 

The Califdi, fired with the ambition of prescribing 
laws lo the Intelligences of Darkness, was but little 
embarrassed at this dereliction. The impetuositj of 
his UoDd prevented him from sleeping ; nor did he 
encan^ uiy more as before. Nouronihar, whose 
impatience, if possible, exceeded his own, im- 
portuned him to hasten his march, and lavished on 
him a thousand caresses, to beguile all reflection. 
She fancied hemelf already more potent than Balkis ; 
and pictured to her imagination the Genii falling 
prostrate at the foot of her throne. In this manner 
they advanced, by moonlight, till they came within 
view of the two towering rocks, that form a kind of 
portal to the valley, at whose extremity rose the 
vast ruins of Istak&r. Aloft on the moimtain, 
glimmered the fronts of various royal mausoleums, 
the horror of which was deepened by the shadows of 
night. They passed through two villages, almost 
deserted ; the only inhabitants remaining being a few 
feeble old men, who at the sight of horses and litters 
fell upon their knees, and cried out : 

<* O heaven ! is it then by these phantoms that we 
have been for six months torment^ ! Alas! it was 
irom the terror of these spectres, and tiie noise 
beneath the mountains, that our people have fled, 
and left us at the mercy of malificent spirits ! " 

The Caliph, to whom these complaints were but 
unpromising auguries, drove onrex the bodies of thes^ 
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wretched old men, imd at length arriyed at the foot 
oX the terrace of black marble. There he descended 
from his litter, handing down Nouronihar; both, 
with beating hearts, stared wildly around them, and 
expected, with an apprehensive shudder, the 
approach of the Giaour. But nothing as yet 
annoimced his appearance. 

A deathlike stillness reigned oyer the mountain, 
and through the air. The moon dilated, on a yast 
'platform, the shades of the lofty columns, which 
reached from the terrace almost to the clouds. The 
gloomy watch-towers, whose number could not be 
counted, were veiled by no roof: and their capitals, 
of an architecture unkno'^^n in the records of the 
earth, served as an asylum for the birds of darkness, 
which, alarmed at the approach of such visitants, 
fled away croaking. 

The chief of the eimuohs, trembling with fear^ 
besought Yathek that a flre might be kindled. 

" No ! " replied he, *• there is no time left to think 
of such trifles ; abide were thou art, and expect my 
commands." 

Having thus spoken, he presented his hand to 
Nouronihar, and ascending the steps of a vast 
staircase, reached the terrace, which was flagged 
with squares of marble, and resembled a smooth 
expanse of water, upon whose surface not a leaf 
ever dared to vegetate. On the right rose the 
watch-towers, ranged before the ruins of an immense 
palace, whose walls were embossed with various 
figures. In front stood forth the colossal forms of 
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four creatures, composed of the leopard and thtf 
griffin ; and though but of stone, inspired emotions 
of terror. Near these were distinguished by the 
splendour of the moon, which streamed full on the 
place, characters like those on the sabres of the 
Giaour, that possessed the same virtue of changing 
every moment. These, after rascUlating for some 
time, at last fixed in Arabic letters, and prescribed 
to l^e Caliph the following words : 

** Yathek ! thou hast violated the conditions of 
my parchment, and deservest to be sent back } but 
in favour to thy companion, and as the meed for 
what thou hast done to obtain it, Eblis permitteth 
that the portal of his palace shall be opened, and 
the subterranean fire will receive thee into the 
number of its adorers.'' 

He scarcely had read these words before the 
mountain, against which the terrace was reared, 
trembled; and the watch-towers were ready to 
topple headlong upon them. The rock yawned, 
and disclosed within it a staircase of polished 
marble, that seemed to approach the abyss. Upon 
each stair were planted two large torches, like those 
Nouronihar had seen in her vision, the camphorated 
Tapour ascending £rom which gathered into a doud 
tinder the hollow of the vault. 

This appearance, instead of terrifying, gave new 
coiurage to the daughter of Fakreddin. Scarcely 
deigning to bid adieu to the moon and the firma 
ment, she abandoned without hesitation the pure 
utmosphere, to plunge into these infernal exhalations* 
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The gait oi those impious penonages was haughty 
and determined. As they descended, by the efful- 
gence of the torches, they gazed on each other with 
mutual admiration, and both appeared so reiqpleli- 
dent, that they already esteemed themselres spiri- 
tual intelligences. The only circumstance that per- 
plexed them, was their not azriTing at the bottom of 
the stairs. On hastening their descent, with an 
ardent impetuosity, they felt thdr steps accelerated 
to such a degree^ that they seemed not walking, but 
falling £rom a precipice^ Their progress, however, 
was at length impeded by a vast portal of ebony, 
which the Caliph without difficulty recognized. 
Here the Qiaour awaited them, with the key in his 
hand, 

** Ye are welcome ! '' said he to them, with 
a ghastly smile, ** in spite of Mahomet, and all his 
dependents. IyqIX now admityou into that palace^ 
where you hare so highly merited a place.'' 

Whilst he was uttering these words, he touched 
the enamelled lock with his key, and the doors at 
once expanded with a noise still louder than the 
ihunder of mountains, and as suddenly recoiled the 
moment they had entered* 

The Caliph and Nouronihar beheld each other 
with amazement, at finding themselves in a place 
which, though roofed with a vaulted ceiling, was so 
spacious and lofty, that at first they took it for an 
immeasurable plain. But their eyes at length 
growing ffi,Tr;iliaT to the grandeur of the objects at 
hand, they extended their view to tliose, at a dis^ 
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tanoei and diMOYered xo'mi of eohiimui and areadw, 
ifhiek gradually diminiBhed, tiH they temiBated in 
a point, radiant as tke snn, -when h« darts hia laat 
beams athwart the 6cean. The pavement, strewed 
OTer with gold dai»t and saflh>n, exhaled so subtile 
an odoor, as almost overpowered th^n. They, how^ 
ever, went on, and obeerred an infinity of caisem, 
in which ambergris and the wood of aloes were 
eontinually burning. Between the several columns 
were placed tables, each spread with a proftunon of 
viands, and wines of every species, spttrkling in 
vases of chrystal. A throng of Gtenii, and other 
phaatastic spirits, of each sex, danced laseivioinly 
in troops, at the sound of music which isaued from 
beneath. 

In the midst of this naamense hall, a vast multitude 
iras incessan^y passing, who severally hept their right 
hands on their hearts, williout ox|pe regarding any 
tMng around them. They had all the Uvid paleness of 
deatfi. Their eyes, deep sank in their sockets, re- 
sembled ^ose phosphoric meteors, that glimmer by 
night in places of interment. Some stalked slowly 
on, absorbed in profoxmd reverie; some shrieking 
with agony, ran furiously about, like tigers wounded 
with poisoned arrows ; whilst others, grinding thdr 
teeth m rage, foamed along, more frantic than the 
wildest maniac. They all avdlded each other, and 
though surrounded by a midtitude that no one oould 
number, each wandered at random unheedful of the 
rest, as if alone on a desert which no foot had trodden 

Yathek and Nouronihar, frosen with terror at 
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B^irt flO balcfult demanded of Uie Giaour what iheae 
appeawttieoi m^ht meaa, and why these ambulating 
fpeettw notet withdraw their hands from their 
Malts* 

** Perplex not yoorselTes/' replied he bluntly, 
" wiih so mueh at ooee, you will soon ba acquainted 
WilhaU; let ns haste and prasant you to Sblis." 

They eontinued their way through the multitude, 
but notwiihstand&ig their confidenoe at first, they 
were not suAoiently eompoaed to examine With 
attention th9Tsarieas penpeotiTes of halls, and of 
galleries, that opened on the right hand nod left, 
which wer^ all illuminated by torches and braaiers, 
whose flames rose-in pyramids, to the centre of the 
▼ault. At length they came to a place where long 
curtains^ brocaded with ciimson and gold, fell from 
aH parts, in striking oonfiision. Here the choirs and 
dances were heard no longer. The light which 
gUmm^ped came from afiir. 

After some time Yathek and Nouronihar per- 
oeiyed a gleam Inightening through the drapery, 
and ent»ed a vast tabernacle, carpeted with the 
skins of leoparcb. An infinity of elders, with 
streaming beards, and afrits, in complete armour, 
had prostrated tliemselves before the ascent of a 
lofty eminence, on the top of which, upon a globe of 
fire, sat the formidable Sblis. His person was that 
of a young man, whose noble and regular features 
seemed to have been tarnished by malignant vapours. 
In his large eyes appeared both pride And despair • 
his flowing hair retained scmie resemblance to that of 
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an angel of light. Ill his hand, whidi thu&der had 
hlaeted, he swayed the iron seeptre, that cmimb iHm 
monster Onranabad^ the afiits, and all the powera ol 
the abyss to tremble. At his presence the heaart of 
the Caliph sank within him, and, fo the first tima^ 
he fell prostrate on his face; Naoronihar, howeTer, 
though greatly dismayed, could not hdp «^«y'"^g 
the person of Eblis, for she expected to have seen 
some stupendous gianti Bbhs, with a voioe m(»re 
mild than might be imagined, but such as transfused 
through the soul the deepest meliinchoiyi said: 

** Ckbatitbes op CILA.T, I^reoeiTe you i^to mine 
empire. Ye are numbered amongst my adoress. 
Enjoy whaterer this palace affords — the treasures 
of the preadamite sultans, their bickering sabres^ 
and those talismans that ecmipel the Dives to open 
the subterranean expanses of the mountain of Ka^ 
which communicate with these. There, insatiable 
as your curiosity may be,.«hAll you find sufficient to 
gratify it. You shaU possess the exclusive privilege 
of entering the fortress of Aherman, and the halls of 
Argenk, where are pourtrayed all creatures endowed 
with intelligence, and the various animals that in- 
habited the earth prior to the creation of that con- 
temptible being, whom ye denominate the Father of 
Maiikind/* 

Yathek and KoilronUiar feeling themselves revived 
and encouraged by this harangue, eagerly said to 
the Giaour : 

"Bring us instantly to the place which contains 
these precious talismans." 
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** Come/' answered this wicked Dive, with hi^ 
malignant grin, *' come, and possess all that my 
totereign hath promised, and more." 

He then cotidncted them into a long aisle adjoin-* 
fog title tabernacle, preceding them with hasty steps^ 
and followed by his diseiples with the utmost 
alacrity. They reached at length a hall of great ex- 
tent, and covered with a lofty dome, around which 
appeared fifty portals of bronse, secured with as 
many fsat^ings of iron. A funereal gloom prevailed 
over the whole scene. Here, upon two beds of in^ 
conuptible cedar, lay recumbent the fleshless forms 
of the preadimite kings, who had been monarchs of 
the whole earth. They still possessed enough of 
Hfe to be conscious of their deplorable condition. 
Their eyes retained a melancholy motion ; they re- 
garded each other with looks of the deepest dejec- 
tion, each holding his right hand motionless on his 
heart. At their feet were inscribed the events of 
their several reigns« their power, their pride, and 
their crimes. SoHman Read, Soliman Daki, and 
Soliman Di Gian Ben Gian, who, after having 
chained up the Dives in the dark caverns of KaiV 
became so presumptuous, as to doubt of the Supreme 
Power. All these maintiuned great state, though 
tiot to be compared with the eminence (^ Solunaa 
Ben Daoud. 

This king, so renowned for his wisdom, was on 
the loftiest elevation, and placed immediately imder 
the dome. He appeared to possess more animation 
than the rest, though, firom time to time, her 
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labomed vith profoimd sighfl^ mit hke hi» com* 
paaioDB, kept his light haii4 on his totrt ; yet hi| 
countenance was more oompoeedL and hfi seemed^ to 
he listenlag the suUen i^oar oi a va^t cataract, 
Tisihle in pert tfaroogh the grated portals. This v«f 
the only eoiind that intruded oa the sileaee of these 
doleful aumsions. A range of hf««ei?i vases sur* 
lounded the eloTation. 

** Bone'^ the eoven tnm these eiifaiilistiG de*. 
poflitarieii" said the Giaoar to Y^lbek, ** and Avaiji 
thyself of tiie talismans, which wiU bref^ esundev 
all these gates of branxe, and not only render the^ 
master of the txeasuzes contained within, themi hi^ 
afao of the ^iiits by whteh Ibey are guarded." 

The Caliph, whom this om^ieus preUminnry had 
entir^y diseoneerted, apfliroa(|h^d the . vases wit 
fidtenng footsteps, and wav ready to aii^ with 
tenoV} when he heard ^ groans of So^iman. As 
he proceeded, a yoiee fi»m l^e Uvid lipe of the 
pcophet articulated these words : 

** In my lifetime, X filled a magnifiQftu.t throue, 
having on my right hand twelve thousai^ seats of 
gold, where the patnacehs iMid prophets heard my 
doctrines ; on my left thes%ges and doctors, uponaa 
many thzones of mlinsi, were present at all my de« 
cisioas. Whilst I ti^us edmimtered justice to in- 
numerable multitudes, the birds of the air Hbrating 
over me, served as a eaacipy ^i^oi^ ti)^e rayp of the 
sun. My people flowshed, and my palace nose to 
the clouds. I erected a temple to the Most High, 
which was thew<Hiderof the imiverse; but I besely 
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Buflered myself to be reduced by fkt love of women, 
and a curiosity that could not be restnuaed by mib- 
Innary things. I listened to the counsels of Aher- 
man, and ike dau^ter of Fluumoh ; and adorod fire, 
and the host of heayan. I forsook the holy etty , and 
conima&ded tho Qenii to rear the stupendoua palace 
of Istakar, and the tanaee of the tratah^towers, 
each of which was conaecorated lo a star. There ibr 
a vhile I enjoyed myself in the aenith of glory and 
pleamoe. Not only men, but aupematunl exist* 
ences were aul^ct also to my will. I began to 
fhinkf aa these unhappy Bionarclis around had 
already thought, that the Tengeance of hearen was 
asleep, when at once the thunder burst my strue* 
tures asunder, and precipitated me hithor ; where, 
however, I do not remala ISke the otiietr inhabitants 
totally destitue of hope, for an angel t>f light hath 
revealed, that in consideration of the piety of my 
early youth, my woes ahall oooia to an end whea 
this cataract shall for ever cease to flow. Till then 
I am in tormentSt ineffi^le torments, an uaMleating 
fire preys on my heart.'* 

Having uttered this eirolamatioa, SoUman raised 
his hands towards heaven, in token of sup- 
pUcatioB, and the Caliph discerned through his 
bosom, which was tran^8i«nt as crysval, his heart 
envelc^d in flames. At a sight so full of horror, 
Nonronihar fell back like one petrified* Into the 
arms of Vathek, who cried out with a convulsive 

80b« 

** O Giaour I whither hast thou litought ui ! 
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Allow us to depart, and I will relinquish all thou 
hast promised. O Mahomet! remains there no 
more mercy!" 

** None I none ! " replied the malicious Dive. 

** Know, miserable prince, thou art now in the 
f^bode of vengeance, and despair. Thy heart, also, 
will be kindled, like those of the other yotaries 
of Eblis. A few days are allotted thee previous to this 
fatal period; employ them as thou wilt. Becline 
on these heaps of gold: command the Infernal 
Potentates : range at thy pleasure through these 
immense subterranean domains. No barrier shall 
be shut against thee. As for me, I have fulfilled 
my mission. I now leave thee to thyself." 

At these words he vanished. 

The Caliph and Nouronihar remained in the most 
abject affliction. Theur tears unable to flow, scarcely 
could they support themselves. At length, taking 
each other despondingly by the hand, they went 
faltering fiom this fatal hall, indifferent which way 
they turned their steps. Every portal opened at 
their approach. The Dives fell prostrate before 
them. Every resivoir of riches was disclosed to 
their view, but they no longer felt the incentives of 
curiosity, pride, or avarice. With like apathy they 
heard the chorus of Genii, and saw the stately ban* 
quets prepared to regale them. They went wander- 
ing on from chamber to chamber, hall to hall, and 
gallery to gallery ; all without bounds or limit ; all 
distinguishable by the same lowering gloom; all 
adorned with the same awful grandeur ; all traversed 
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by persons in setreh of tepoee and consolation, but 
who sought them in yain» for every one carried 
within him a heart tormented in flames. Shunned 
by these rarious sufibrers, who seemed by their 
looks to be upbraiding th« partners of their guilt, 
they withdrew from them, to wait in direful sus- 
pense the moment which should render them to 
each other the like objects of terror. 

'* What» " exclaimed Nouronihar, " will the 
time come, when I shall snatch my hand from 
thine!" 

" Ah ! ** said Yathek, " and shall my eyes ever 
cease to drink from thine long draughts of enjoy- 
ment ! Shall the moments of our reciprocal ecstasies 
be reflected on with horror ! It was not thou that 
broughtest me hither; the principles by which 
Carathis perverted my youth have been the sole 
cause of my peidition ! " 

Haying given vent to these painful expressions, 
he called to an Afrit, who was stirring up one of the 
braziers, and bade him fetch the Princess Carathis 
from the palace of Samarah. 

After issuing these orders, the. Caliph and Nou- 
ronihar continued walking amidst the silent crowd, 
till they heard voices at the end of the gallery. 
Presuming them to proceed from some unhappy 
beingji, who like themselves were awaiting their 
final doom, they followed the sound, and found it to 
come from a sniall square chamber, where they dis- 
covered sitting on sofas, five young men of goodly 
figure, and a lovdy fraiale, who were all holding a 



140 VJkTHEK. 

melancholy conversation, by the glimmering of a 
lonely lamp. Each had a gloomy and forlorn aii; 
and two of them were embracing each other wMl 
great tenderness. On seeing the Caliph and the 
daughter of Fakreddin enter they iffosei sduiil^ 
and gave them place. Then he who had appeiind 
the most considerable of the gronp, addressed hii&A 
self thus to Vathek : 

** Strangers ! who doubtless are in the same stiite 
of suspense as ourselves, as you do not yet bear yovA 
hand on your heait, if you are come hither to pam 
the interval allotted previous to the infliction of our 
common punishment, condescend to retetc^ the ad- 
ventures that have brought you to this fSatal place ; 
and we in return will acquaint you with ours ; which 
. deserves but too well to be heard. We^^mll trace 
back our crimes to their source, lliough we are not 
permitted to repent. This is the only employn^ei^ 
suited to wretches like us. 

The Caliph and Nouronihar assented to the poro- 
pojffal, and Yathek began, not without tears and 
lamentations, a sincere recital of every cireuflBMitMice 
that had passed. When the afflicting nazrative ytam 
dosed, the young man entered on his own. Bndi 
person proceeded in order,' and when tiM fomHi 
prince had reached Ihe-midit of his adventiixe«» a 
sudden noise interrupted him,' -wtdch canttcl tite 
vault to tremble, and to op^. 

^n^nediately a eioud deseended, whi«dk^«iiM^y 
dissipating, discovered Carathis, «a tbe hack of Nan 
J^i, who grievously complained of hu burden. 
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She, inata&tly springing to the ground, advanced 
tofpards her son, and said : 

** What doBt thou here, in this little sqnase 
cdtamber ? As the Dives are become subject to thy 
beck, I expected to have found thee on the throne 
of the preadamite kings/' 

Execrable woman ! " answered the Caliph; ''cur- 
sed be the day thou gavest me birth I Go t follow 
this AMt ; let him conduct thee to the hall of the 
Prophet Soliman; there thou wilt learn to what 
these palaces are destined, and how much I ought 
to abhor the impious knowledge thou hast taught 
me." 

*' The height of power to which thou art arrived, 

has certaialy^ turned thy brain," answered Caraths ; 

"but I ask no more, than permission to show my 

req^t for the prophet. It is, however, proper thou 

shouldst know, that, as the Afrit has informed me 

neither of us shall return to Samarah, I requested 

hii pennission to arrange my afiairs, and he politely 

e o nsented. A-vailing myself, therefore, of the few 

iftomeBts allowed me, I set fire to the tower, and 

boinunied in it the mutes, uegresses, and serpents, 

nrhidi have rendered me so much good service ; nor 

•sbMild I have been less kind to Morakanabad, had 

i^ not* pnvanted me, by deserting at last to thy 

brother. As for Bababalouk, who bad the folly to 

tiitiaaL to Samarab, and all the good brotherhood to 

^pttpvide busban^ Am* thy wives, I undoubtedly 

would, have put them to the torture, coiild I but 

have allowed them the time. Being, however, lA a 

x2 
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hiiny, I only hung him, after having caught 
him in a snare with thy wires; whilst them I 
buried alive by the help of my negresses, who thus 
spent their last moments, greatly to their satisfac- 
tion. With respect to Delara, who ever stood high 
in my favour, she hath evinced the greatness of h^r 
mind, by fixing herself near in the service of one of 
the Magi, and, I think, will soon be our own." 

Yathek, too much cast down to express the in- 
dignation excited by such a discourse, ordered the 
Afrit to remove Carathis from his presence, and 
eontinued immersed in thought, which his com- 
panions durst not disturb. 

Carathis, however, eagerly entered the dome of 
SoHman, and, without regarding in t^ least the 
groans of the Prophet, imdauntedly removed the 
covers of the vases, and violently seized on the 
talismans. Then, with a voice more loud than had 
hitherto been heard in these mansions, she com- 
pelled the Dives to disclose to her the most secret 
treasures, the most profound stores, which the Afrit 
himself had not seen. She passed by rapid descents 
known only to Eblis and his most favoured !Poten- 
tates, and thus penetrated the very entrails oi the 
earth, where breathes the Sansar, or icy wind of 
death. Nothing appalled her dauntless soul. She 
perceived, however, in all the inmates who bore 
their hands on their heart, a little singularity not 
much to her taste. As she was emerging from one 
of the abysses, Eblis stood forth to her view, but, 
notwithstanding he displayed the full effulgence of 
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his infernal nHkjesty, she prefterred h« countenance 
unaltered, and even paid her oompUmeits with 
considerable firmness. 
This superb monarch thus answered : 
" Pbincess, whose knowledge and whose eximet 
have merited a conspicuous rank in my onpire, 
thou doest well to employ the Idsure that remains, 
fbr the flames and torments which are ready to seize 
on thy heart, will not fail to provide thee with full 
employment. 

* He said tiiis, and was lost in the curtains of his 
tabernacle. 

Carathis paused for a moment with surprise, but, 
resolved to follow the advice of Eblis, she assembled 
all the choirs of Genii, and all the Dives, to pay her 
homage. Thus marched she in triumph through a 
vapovur of perftimes, amidst the acclamations of all 
the malignant spirits ; with most of whom she had 
formed a previous acquaintance. She even attempted 
to dethrone one of the Solimans, for the purpose of 
usurping his place, when a voice, proceeding from 
the Abyss of Death, proclaimed : 

" AX.L IS ACOOMPLISHfiS I '' 

Ihstantaneously, the hanghtjr forehead of the 
intoepid princess became corrugated with agony; 
she uttered a tremendous yell, and flxed— no more 
to be withdrawn— her right hand upon her heart, 
which was become a receptide of eternal fire. 

In this delirium, forgetting aU ambitious projects, 
and her thirst for that knowledge which should ever 



lwhidd«n&Dmtiu>itUi,«lieoTeTtunked tlie offering* 
of theOsniii and, hftving Bxecnted the houi tihevrm 
b^ottan, and the womb that bod boine her, glanced 
off in a whirl that rendered her invinble, and am.- 
tinned to cerolve without intermiuion. 

At ilmMt die Mme instanl, the uune Toice aa- 
nonneed to the Calijih, Nouroiuhw, the fire princes, 
■>d the princeu, the awful and ir 
Their heaila immediately took fiie, 
lost the most precioua of the gifts i 
These unluqtpj beings lecoiled, i 
moat iimoas distraction. Yathek 1 
of Nouionihar nothing but rage am 
could she discern ought in his but 
spaii. The two princes who were 
that moment had preserred their at 

back, gnashing their teeth with 

cha>meable hatred. Ealilah end his ■istei' made 
reciprocal gestures of impreostion ; whilst the two 
other princes teatifted their horror tor each other '' 
by the most ghastly conTnlaions, and soreams that 
could not be amotheied. All severally id.unged 
themaelTes into the accursed multitude, there to 
wander in an etonity of unabating anguish. 

Such was, and auch shcyuld be, the punishment <ti 
unrestrained passioiui, and attrocious actions. Sudi 
is, and snch should be, the chastdsemait of blind 
ambition, that would transgress thoae bounds which 
the Greater bath prescribed to human knowledge, 
and by aiiming at discoveries reserved for pure in- 
telligence, acquire that infatuated pride, which per> 
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ectvea not the condition appointed to man ii, ran 

, 111118 the CiLiFB Vathbk who, for the lake of 

empty pomp and forbidden power, hath anllled hint- 
aelf with a thauBuid crimeB, became a ptej to grief 
without end, and remorse wtthoat mitigUloii 1 whilst 
the humble and deapisedOtiLDBEiritoiri p«Med whole 
tranqtiillity, and the pure hap- 
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Page 7. 

CctHph, 

This title amongst the Mahometans comprehends 
the concrete character of prophet, priest, and king • 
and is used to signify the Vicar of God on earth, — 
Habesci's State of the Ottoman Empire, p. 9. 
Herbelol^ p. 986. 

Page 7. 
One of his eyes became §o terrible. 

The author of Nighiaristan hath preserved a fact 
that supports this account ; and there is no history 
of Yathek, in which his terrible eye is not mentioned. 

Page 8. 

Omar Ben AhdcUaziz, 

This Caliph was eminent above all others for 
temperance and self-denial; insomuch, that he ia 
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believed to hare been raised to Mahomet's bv^b'B^ 
as a reward for his abstinence in an age of corra^? 
tion. Herbelot, p. 690. 

Page 8. 

Smarah, 

A city of the Babylonian Irak, supposed to have 
itopd on the site where Nimrod erected his tower. 
Khondemir relates, in his life of Motassem, that 
this prince, to terminate the disputes which were 
perpetually happening between Uie inhabitants of 
Bagdat and hisTurhish slaves, withdrew &om thence ; 
and, haying fixed on a situation in the plain of 
Catoulf there founded Samarah. He is said to have 
had in the stables of this city a hundred and thirty 
thousand pied horsea ; each of which carried, by his. 
OTder, a sack of earth to a place he had chosen. By 
this acciunulation, an eleration was formed that 
commanded a view of all Samarah, and served for 
the foundation of hia magnificent palace. Herbelot, 
p. 752, 808, 986. Anecdotes Arabes, p. 413. 

xfage V'. 

Hottris* 

The Virgins of Paradise, called, from their large 
black eyes, Hur cU oyun. An intercourse with these, 
according to the institution of Mahomet, is to con- 
stitute the principal felicity of the faithful. Not 
formed of clay, like mortal women, they are deemed 
in the highest degree beautiful, and exempt firoih 
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emj inconTeiueiiee i&cideiit to the sex. Al Koran ; 

Page 10. 

Chtm or Gmiii, in tbe Aiabic, aignifiiw a Geniua 
or Demon — a being of a higher order, and formed 
of more subtile matter than man. According to 
Oriental mythology, the Gtenii goremed the world 
long before the creation of Adam. The Mahometan* 
regarded them as an intermediate race between 
angels and men, and capable of salvation : whence 
Mf^omet pretended a commission to convert them. 
Consonant to this, we read that, " When the servant 
of God stood up to invoke him, it wanted little but 
that the Genii had pressed on him in crowds, to hear 
him rehearse the Koran." Herbelot, p. 357. Al 
Koran ch. 72. 

Page 23. 

Aeewged CHa&ttr, 

Dives of this kind are frequently mentioned by 
Eastern writers. Consult their tales in general, and 
especially those of " The Fisherman," '< Aladdin," 
and ** The Princess of China." 

Page 26. 

Bababahuk, tke Chief of kia Ewmchs^ 

, As it was the employment of the black eunuchs 
to wait upon, and guard the sultanas, co the general 
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■npermtendenee of theHanm was partieukarly eon- 
mitted to their chief. Habesci's State of the Otto^ 
man Empixe, p. 155-6. 

Page 26. 

The ZHvan* 

Xhia was both the supreme council, and court of 
j«8tioe, at which the Calipha of the race of the 
Aba^ud^ attuafi^d i^ p^on to redress tl^e inju^f « 
of eyery appeUafit. Herbelot, p. 298. 

Page 27. 

The Prime Vizier, 

Yeaai, Yezir, or as we express it» Vizier, literally 
tdgnifies a porter; and by metaphor^ the miiiister 
who bears the principal burden of the state. 

Page 50. 

Gicfn Ben Gian. 

By this appeUatUMiwas distinguished the monarch 
of that qtecies. of beings, whpm the Arabians de- 
nominate Gtan or (Hnn, that is, Genii; md the 
Tarik Xhabani Peree, Feez, or Faeriea, 

?age 51. 

Bocnabad. 

The stream thus de^nominated flows near the city 
of Schiraz. Its waters are uncommonly pure and 
limpid, and their baidcB swarded With the finest 
Terdure. . ■ . 
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Page 53. 

MouUahs* 

Those among the Mahometaiifl who were bred to 
the law had this title; and from their order the 
judges of cities and provinces were takeli. 

Page b5, 

Bababahuk almost sunk with confusion, wh^st, %c. 

The heinouEoiess of Yathek's profanation can only 
be judged of by an orthodox Mussulman ; or one 
who recollects tiie ablution and prayer indispensably 
required on the exoneration of nature. Sale's Prelim. 
Disc. p. 139. Al Koran, eh. 4. Habesci's State oi 
the Ottoman Empire, p. 93. 

Page 67. 

Horrible Kdf. 

This mountain, which in reality is no other than 
Caucasus, was supposed to surround the earth, like 
a ring encompassing a finger. The sun was belieyed 
to rise from one of its eminences (as over Octa, by 
the Latin poets) and to set on the opposite ; whence 
** from Kaf to Kaf," signified from one extremity of 
the earth to the other. 

Page 67. 

The Simwrgh, 

This is that wonderfrd Inrd of the Bast concerning 
which so many marvels tiire told. It was not 



158 NOTES. 

only endowed with reason, but possessed also the 
knowledge of eyery language This creature relates 
of itself, that it had seen the great rerolution of 
seven thousand years, twelve times, eommeneer^and 
dose ; and, that in its duration, the world had hem 
seven times void of inhaMtaats, and as oftetr te- 
plenished. The Simnrgh is represented as a greit 
friend to the race of Adam, and not less inimical to 
the Dives. 

Page 67. 

Afrits. 

These were a kind of Medusa, or Lamia, supposed 
to be the most terrible and cruel of all the ordei^ bf 
the Dives. Herbelot, p. 56. 

Page 68. 

Deffffiai. 

niis word mgniOes properly a liav and imposter* 
but is apiAied by Uahometan writers to their A&ti- 
Christ. He is described as hAving Imt one «ye and 
eyebrow, and on his forehead the radicals of oa^, 
or: infidel, are said to be im p ro esod. ^ ■ • *■" 

Page 79. 

Calenders, 

These were a sort of men amongst the Mahometans 
who abandoned &ther and mother, wife and children, 
relations and possessions, to wander through the 
world, under a pretence of religion, entirely sub- 
sisting on the fortuitous bounty of those they'&fttl 
the iMldress to dupe. Herbelot, Suppl. p. 204, " '^ 
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Pa«e 79. 
* -^ Santons, 

' >^. A body of religionists who were also called Abdalt, 
41^ pretended to be inspired with the most en- 
thusiastic raptnres of divine love. They were re- 
garded by the vulgar as saints. Olearius, Tom. I. 
p. 971. Herbelot, p. 5. 

Page 79. 

Dervises, 

7)h^. terpi dervUe signifies a poor man, and is the 
geQ^aral app^ation by which a religious sect amongst 
the Mahometans is named. 

r * 

Page 79. 
JnrtuifiiivM, 

These comlituted the principal cast 01 the Indians, 
aoeording to whose doctrines Brahma, firom whom 
thisy are called, is the first of the three created 
beings by whom the world was made. This "Rrfthm* 
4s said to have commimicated to the Indians four 
books, in which all the sciences and ceremonies of 
their religion are comprised. 

Page 78. 

^This sect were a tod of religious anchorites, who 
fpent their whole lives in the severest austerities 
and jnortificatibn. 
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Page 83. 

The word P^ in the Persiaji la&guage» signifies 
•that beautifal raee of crantuxes whioh constitatet. tiie> 
link between angels smd men. ^ 

Page 1S4. 

Balkii, 

This was the Arabian name of the Queen of Sheba, 
who went from the South to hear the wisdom an4 ad- 
mire the glory of Solomon. The KoroBirepTeseiltB her 
as a worshipper of fire. Solomon is said not only to 
have entertained her with the greatest magnificence^ 
but also to haYe raised her to his bed and his^ofieu 
Al Koran, ch. 27, and Sale's notes. Herbelot, priB2. 

Page 14q. 

Owanahad. 

This monster is represented as a fieree flying hydra, 
and belongs to the same class ^th the Bttk$he, whose 
^ordinary food was serpents and dragons ; the Sokam^ 
which had the head of a horse, Inth fom* eyes, and 
•the body of a flame^ioloured dragon ; Ihe Spi, a bafr- 
ilisk with a fiice resembling lite husifl»» but so tre- 
mendous that no mortal could bear to behold it; 
the ^der, and others. See these respectiTC titles 
in Bichardson's Dictionai^, Persian, Arabic and 
English, 
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